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UCO Rises 23 Spots on Newsweek’s List of 
America’s Top Online Colleges 
UCO ranks as a top institution in the nation for providing quality, accredited online degree programs 

through its Connected Campus for the second consecutive year on Newsweek’s 2023 “America’s Top Online 

Colleges” list. Central moved up 23 spots from the prior year to claim No. 122 and is a top ranked institution 

in the state, one of only two Oklahoma institutions on the list and the only four-year Oklahoma institution to 

be ranked.

UCO Aims to Reduce Food Waste Through 
Broncho Bites Food Recovery Program
UCO recently launched Broncho Bites, an on-campus food recovery program that reduces food waste and 

provides free meals to the Central community. Food left over from Ayers Kitchen, Central’s main dining 

facility, will be repackaged and rerouted to the Broncho Bites refrigerator. The food is available for pick up 

by UCO students, faculty and staff to take on the go in compostable packaging. Any unclaimed meals will 

be taken to a compost bin. UCO will use the compost to fertilize Central’s campus gardens. Broncho Bites is 

funded through a $32,000 grant received from the Oklahoma Department of Environmental Quality. 

UCO Students Create Painted Play Spaces 
for Elementary Schools 
The UCO Department of Kinesiology and Health Studies, in collaboration with the Oklahoma State 

Department of Education (OSDE), recently created painted play spaces at elementary schools throughout 

Oklahoma. Painted play spaces are brightly colored games that engage and aim to improve students’ 

physical activity. In 2018, OSDE received a $330,000 grant from the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention to increase physical activity, healthy eating habits and overall health and wellness in students. 

Central was asked to collaborate with the department to strengthen the existing relationship and create 

transformative learning opportunities for UCO students.
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UCO’s Organizational Leadership Degree Ranks in 
the Top Five for Online Programs
UCO’s online Bachelor of Science in organizational leadership is ranked as a top degree program, 

according to a recent national ranking by Best Accredited Colleges. Central ranked fourth out of 26 

programs and is the only higher education institution in the state recognized on the list. Programs were 

assessed based on tuition, educational value and attainability. Data sources include the U.S. Department 

of Education and Study.com, an online education platform. Central’s online organizational leadership 

degree received recognition this past spring for its reputation and programmatic excellence, and this 

second ranking demonstrates its continued success. 

UCO Associate Professor Awarded Grant from 
National Institutes of Health
The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, National Institutes of Health (NIH), recently awarded 

a three-year research enhancement grant totaling $425,928 to UCO faculty member Benjamin Tayo, Ph.D., 

associate professor of engineering and physics. Tayo’s project, titled “DNA Base Detection Using 2D 

Materials Beyond Graphene,” will use research to find simple and cost-effective methods to detect and 

differentiate DNA, which can produce value to cancer and human genetic disorder research, as well as 

other research areas. The NIH research enhancement grant, also known as NIH R15, supports small-scale 

research projects at educational institutions, and is the second NIH R15 grant received in Central history. 

UCO’s Department of Engineering and Physics 
Receives Elevated Status to School of Engineering
UCO’s Department of Engineering and Physics has elevated its designation to the School of Engineering, 

reflecting the school’s overall growth, quality and broad range of STEM-focused programs. The school is 

home to four accredited engineering programs including biomedical engineering, electrical engineering, 

engineering physics and mechanical engineering. The UCO School of Engineering’s bachelor’s programs 

are accredited by the Accreditation Board of Engineering and Technology (ABET), which confirms the 

programs have met the standards essential to prepare students to enter critical engineering occupations 

in the global workforce.

UCO Claims Spot on ‘Best for Vets: Colleges’ List 
UCO claimed a spot on the 2022 Military Times “Best for Vets: Colleges” list, making it the seventh 

consecutive year to be recognized nationally for its dedication to veterans. Central ranked No. 160 and is 

one of only three institutions in the state on the list. 
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