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UCO Student Receives Prestigious Truman Scholarship
UCO student Beyonce Hammond, a junior political science major from Moore, Oklahoma, was named a 2022 

Truman Scholar for her exceptional academic ability and commitment to public service. This is the first UCO 

student chosen as a Truman Scholar since 1996, making Hammond the fourth Truman Scholar from UCO. 

The Harry S. Truman Scholarship Foundation, a living memorial to President Truman and national monument 

to public service, announced 58 students from 53 U.S. colleges and universities, including Hammond, as 

2022 Truman Scholars. Hammond is the only student selected from Oklahoma colleges and universities. 

The recipients were selected from 705 candidates nominated by 275 colleges and universities. They were 

recommended by 17 independent selection panels based on the finalists’ academic success and leadership 

accomplishments, as well as their likelihood of becoming public service leaders. 

UCO Earns ‘Military Friendly’ Gold Designation
UCO has received national recognition for its commitment to military-connected students, according to 

Victory Media’s 2022-23 Military Friendly Schools list. Central was named a gold-level Military Friendly School 

in the category of public universities with more than 10,000 students. Institutions earning this designation 

are evaluated based on academics, student retention, campus resources, flexibility, graduation rates, tuition 

assistance and job placement for military-connected students. The 2022-23 Military Friendly Schools list aims 

to help military members and their families evaluate and select the best college, university or trade school to 

receive the education, training and student support needed to earn a degree.

UCO Students Place First in National Competition
A team of three undergraduate students majoring in public health at the UCO recently took first place in the 

2022 National Case Study Competition in Health Education (NCSCHE). Fifteen teams from eight universities 

competed in the event. During the competition, students used research and public health theory to solve 

a public health community case study without assistance from outside resources. The projects were judged 

by a panel of national health experts using criteria based on the competencies required of a certified health 

education specialist.
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UCO Receives Endowment for New Teacher Initiative
The UCO College of Education and Professional Studies received a $100,000 endowment from the Masonic 

Charity Foundation of Oklahoma to launch the Masonic Rural TeacherPath Initiative. The UCO Foundation 

matched the endowment bringing the total amount to $200,000. The Masonic Rural TeacherPath Initiative 

will help address the teacher shortage in Oklahoma, provide support for those completing state certification 

requirements and improve teacher quality for students across the state. The endowment will fund a position 

that will research the needs surrounding the teacher shortage in rural districts. It will also provide a support 

system to enroll and advise students in UCO’s TeacherPath program, a guided pathway for alternatively 

and emergency certified secondary educators in Oklahoma to help fulfill their certification completion 

requirements. 

UCO Professor and Dean Earn DaVinci Recognition
The DaVinci Institute, Oklahoma’s Creativity Think Tank, recently named a UCO professor and dean as 

DaVinci Fellows.  Jeanetta Sims, Ph.D., dean of the UCO Jackson College of Graduate Studies, and Luis 

Montes, Ph.D., professor of chemistry at UCO, were named 2022 DaVinci Fellows. The award recognizes 

higher education faculty whose creative, innovative accomplishments have made a significant contribution 

to their academic disciplines. Sims is recognized for her accomplishments in cultivating an interdisciplinary, 

student research program called Diverse Student Scholars. As a recipient, she will receive a $1,000 grant to 

apply toward the project titled, “Maximizing Diverse Student Scholars to Build an Undergraduate Research 

Viral Ecosystem.” Montes is recognized for his creative and innovative approaches in transformative 

learning. As a recipient, he will receive a $1,000 grant to apply toward his fellowship project titled, 

“Identifying Characteristics of High-quality IVE/Synchronous Virtual Courses.” This project will launch a 

series of workshops sharing examples of exemplary interactive video/synchronous virtual courses.

UCO Expands Fully Online Offerings 
UCO has expanded access to its quality, accredited degree programs with the addition of two fully 

online programs through UCO’s Connected Campus. The university now offers a Bachelor of Business 

Administration (B.B.A.) in finance and a Master of Music (M.M.) in music education. The B.B.A. in finance 

prepares students for a successful career in investments, banking, corporate finance, financial planning, 

insurance and real estate. With the flexibility and affordability of this fully online program, the online 

B.B.A. in finance can be finished in approximately four years, less with transferring credits. The Master of 

Music in music education prepares students for increased classroom effectiveness through the study of 

philosophical, methodological and educational concepts relevant to wide-ranging musical contexts. The 

program can be completed in as few as four semesters, for as low as $13,500.
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