
A. Performance Standards for Admission and Progression 
in the Department of Nursing 
Candidates for degree. must demonstrate mastery/skills in these areas: 

Domain Mastery /Skill Some Examples of 
Necessary Activities (not all 

inclusive) 

Critical Thinking Demonstrate critical thinking in clinical Identify cause-effect relationships in 
judgments. clinical situations, develop nursing care 

plans. 
Demonstrate problem-solving skills. 

Adapt to stressful situations. 

Interpersonal Interact appropriately and effectively Establish rapport with 
with individuals, famili.es, and groups patients/clients, family members, and 
from a variety of socioeconomic,, other members of the healthcare 
cultural, and intellectual backgrounds. team. 

Recognize appropl'iate boundaries in 
relationships with patients/clients, family 
members, and other members of the 
healthcare team. 

Communication Sends and receives verbal, non-verbal Explain treatment procedures, initiate 

and written information health teaching, review lab results or 

appropriately, intelligibly, and new orders. 
effectively in a timely manner. Receive and provide rcpo1t on patients 

during transfer ofcare, document and 
interpret nurs.ing actions, assessments, 
and patient/client responses, and 
communicate findings and requests to 
o1her members of the healthcare team. 

Motor Skills Provide safe and effective nursing Calibrate and use equipment. 

care, using appropriate tecbniques Maintain s terility a nd aseptic 
technique as necessary. 
Appropriately reposition, transfer, and 
assist with ambulation of patients/clients 
maintaining safety for the patienVclient 
and self. 

Observation Monitorand assess health nee ds. Monitor alarms, emergency signals, 

Respond effectively, in .a timely ausculatory sounds, and cries for help. 

manner, to observed changes in Obs.erve patient/client 

patient/client co.ndition. responses/behaviors and respond 
apprnpriately. 

Patient Examination Perform physical assessment of Perform inspection, palpation, 

pat ient/client.condition and responds percussion, and auscultation during a 
with appropriate treatment in a timely physical examination, i.e. landmarks 

manner. for injections, patient skin color 
changes, cha nges in pitch with 
percussion of abdomen, 
differentiating normal a nd·abnormal 
breath sounds. 

All students in orde1· to progress and complete the degree m nursing must meet these Performance Standards. These skills must 
be demonsu·atcd with or without appropriati:; accommodations. The University of Central Oklahoma complies with Section 504 
of the Rehabilitation Act ofl973 and the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, Students with disab'ilities who need special 
accommodations must make their request by contacting Disability Suppmt Services, at (405) 974-2516 (V/TTY). The DSS 
Office is. located in the Nigh University Ccntei·, Room .309. Students should also notify the instructor of special accommodation 

needs as soon as possible. 


