
Visitors to Mitchell Hall Theater at UCO 
have probably heard excited murmurings 

about “Build Mitchell Hall,” the College of  
Fine Arts and Design’s campaign to expand 
the historic, on-campus performing arts venue. 
Building upon a strong foundation and with 
new leadership, CFAD is currently in the 
development phase for this undertaking.
   The expansion is expected to double the 
size of  Mitchell Hall and secure its place 
among the best performing arts facilities in 
the Oklahoma City metropolitan area. With 
groundbreaking planned for August, this 18-24 
month project will add approximately 16,000 
square feet to the current building footprint.
    Enrollment in performance-related degree 
programs has reached maximum capacity due 
to lack of  rehearsal space and the quality of  the 
stage performances is inhibited by inadequate 
costume and dressing areas. The expansion 
will address critical needs for space and 
allow programs to grow and build a stronger 

presence in the community. While the final 
design for the build out is still in progress, the 
project will include two new rehearsal halls for 
theatre and dance, a comprehensive costume 
shop, makeup lab, dressing rooms with showers 
and lounge areas for students and performers.
   Dance department chair Jill Priest, M.F.A., 
says that her program could potentially grow 
by more than 30 percent once the Mitchell Hall 
expansion is completed.
   “The dance department currently operates 
with one small dance studio and a three-
stall restroom facility and functions with no 
classrooms, locker rooms or lounge spaces 
for students,” Priest said. “The Build Mitchell 
Hall campaign will allow the dance department 
to serve more students, offer more diverse 
coursework and provide support for student 
research and creative exploration.” 
   The Build Mitchell Hall project will allow 
faculty, staff  and students in theatre arts 
to have a centralized location for teaching, 
rehearsing, completing production hours 
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and working on homework according to 
assistant dean and chair of  theatre arts 
Christopher Domanski, M.F.A.
   “Our students will save valuable time and 
have more contact hours with faculty and staff  
once they no longer have to traverse to Central 
Plaza for classes,” Domanski said. 
   Oklahoma architect Rand Elliott of  Elliott 
+ Associates will design the addition.
   “We are thrilled and excited that Rand 
Elliott will be joining us as architect for the 
Mitchell Hall expansion,” CFAD Dean Pamela 
Washington, Ph.D., said. “His work has 
become iconic in Oklahoma and his vision of  
this building is engaging and creative.”
   The $4.1 million project will be partially 
funded through the master lease program, but 
the college must raise an additional $600,000 
in contributed income to cover the full cost of  
the expansion. For more information about 
how you can help Build Mitchell Hall, visit our 
website at www.uco.edu/cfad/giving/buildmht.
asp or call Deborah Baucom at 405-974-3718.
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This spring semester, new developments 
have blossomed in the department 

of  design, including new leadership under 
chairperson Amy Johnson, M.F.A., and a 
national exhibit showcasing Central design 
students’ work in Chicago, Ill. 
   An award-winning graphic designer, 
Johnson was voted in as the chair of  design 
in February.
   “I’m so very honored to have been 
selected by my peers to continue the great 
work we’ve all started in the department of  
design,” said Johnson.

CFAD Leadership:
After serving as Interim Dean for one 
semester, Pamela Washington, Ph.D. has 
accepted the position of  Dean of  the 
College of  Fine Arts and Design. Rukmini 
Ravikumar, M.F.A., has been promoted to 
Associate Dean after serving as Assistant 
Dean for one semester. 

CFAD Departments:
The Department of  Art and Department 
of  Design recently became the only 
university departments in Oklahoma 
to earn accreditation from the National 
Association of  Schools of  Art and Design 
(NASAD). A multiple-year project, this 
accreditation seeks high standards on all 
levels and is a distinction of  excellence. 

Noteworthy Events:
ACM@UCO recently signed Moby, 
Grammy Award-nominated electronic 
singer-songwriter, as the headlining act 
of  the 5th annual ACM@UCO Rocks 
Bricktown Festival on April 11. ACM@
UCO Rocks Bricktown will also feature 
more than 70 student bands as they take 
over Oklahoma City’s Bricktown district 
for an afternoon and evening of  free 
performances for the community. 

Your Support in Action:
The CFAD development office is pleased 
to report that a record number of  
scholarship applications were received this 
January. 118 students applied for more 
than $135,000 in donated scholarship 
funds that will be available for the 2014-
2015 academic year. 
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Every year, community music patrons 
look forward to the UCO College 

of  Fine Arts and Design’s biannual 
signature fundraising events – “Toast to 
the Maestro” and “Valery and Friends” 
– featuring School of  Music artist-in-
residence Valery Kuleshov.
   Benefitting the School of  Music’s 
All-Steinway Initiative, both fundraising 
events work toward equipping UCO’s 
School of  Music with the best pianos 
possible for students’ study of  music, 
which in return helps students both meet 
the high expectations of  the piano faculty 
and enhance their individual performance 
levels.
   “The All-Steinway Initiative is one 
of  many important fundraising efforts 
aimed at matching the excellent level of  
Central’s talented students and faculty 
to the instruments and facility that they 
work with,” said Deborah Baucom, 
development manager for CFAD.
   The All-Steinway Initiative was 
instituted under previous school of  music 
director Kathleen Wilson in 2005.
   Due to the generosity of  donors 
supporting the initiative, CFAD has 
already acquired two Steinways.
   “Our outstanding School of  Music 
faculty fosters in students a desire to 
excel and take their passion for music 

While the Piper family knows that 
stress and a hectic schedule are 

sometimes unavoidable in life, they also 
believe, as a family, that having a place to 
decompress, relax and enjoy art is integral 
to obtaining a fulfilled life.  This is a key 
concept behind their soon-to-be-opening 
coffee shop, Fullfilled Coffee, at the corner 
of  6th Street and Boulevard in Edmond.
   “With Fullfilled Coffee, we want to 
provide the Edmond community with a 
peaceful atmosphere where people can 
unwind, study, have good conversations 
with great friends and enjoy the best coffee 
in town,” said Charlotte Piper.  
   “It’s also important to us that our shop 
reflects our support for the local arts 
community.”
   The Pipers were first exposed to Central’s 
Department of  Art through UCO art 
alumnus and daughter of  the family Lexi.  

   “We used to come to UCO art shows and 
we loved them,” said brother Brandon Piper.
   It was this initial relationship between 
Central and the Pipers that led them to think 
of  UCO as a potential partner for their 
business.
   “We’re already organizing a competition for 
art students of  UCO where the prize is an 
exhibition of  the winning student’s work in 
our coffee shop,” explained Charlotte Piper.
   While the Pipers have grand plans to help 
showcase the talents of  CFAD students in the 
future, they have already supported students 
and their artistic efforts with a leadership gift 
to develop a new art scholarship, the largest 
of  its kind.
   “Being an art major in this job market can 
be scary, so we wanted to encourage students 
that there are still people who support the arts 
and are thankful for the beauty artists supply 
in daily life,” said Charlotte.

   “We are so grateful for the generosity and 
support of  the Pipers,” said Charleen Weidell, 
M.F.A., chair of  the department of  art.
   “The Fullfilled Coffee scholarship provides 
students with a sense of  pride that someone 
would recognize them in such a big way.  Support 
like this motivates our students to do their 
best work, and we look forward to this organic 
relationship forming between CFAD and 
Fullfilled Coffee,” she continued.  
   Fullfilled Coffee is slated to begin ground 
breaking this spring.  Designs for this Santa-Fe 
inspired building include an indoor/outdoor 
fireplace, a rotunda, a weather protected deck, 
a patio and a beautiful surrounding garden that 
provides intimacy and peace. 
   “We’re really happy to be involved with UCO’s 
College of  Fine Arts and Design,” said Brandon 
Piper.  “After all coffee is a great engine for the 
arts.”

   Johnson received her Master of  Fine Arts in 
design from The School of  the Art Institute 
of  Chicago.  Her work has been published in 
“Communication Arts” and “Print” and has 
won several Best of  Show Awards, as well as 
Gold and Silver Medals and Citations of  Merit 
in numerous design competitions through 
the Art Directors Club Inc. and the American 
Advertising Federation ADDY Awards.
   Johnson is also a founding board member 
for the American Institute of  Graphic Arts and 
continues to serve on the board in various roles.

   “Every Central design faculty and student has 
such great talents and ambition; I’m thrilled to 
help advance this already stellar department,” 
explained Johnson.
   One of  the department’s recent 
advancements will include showcasing a 
collection of  work by Central student ADDY 
Award winners at an exhibition at the Raddison 
Blu Aqua Hotel in Chicago. in April.
   The ADDY Awards are the advertising 
industry’s largest and most representative 
competitions, attracting more than 50,000 

entries every year in local competitions 
throughout the nation.
   “Our department is continually proud of  
every single student ADDY Award winner,” 
said Johnson.
   This Chicago exhibition will consist of  a 
cocktail mixer for Central’s senior leadership, 
including President Betz, Ph.D., vice 
presidents and deans, as well as UCO area 
alumni. The work showcased helped secure 
Central’s Department of  Design as a national 
competitor of  design.

   In February alone, Central won a total of  
95 ADDY Awards at the local level.
   “Our continual success at the ADDY 
Awards is really a testament of  the education 
our design students gain at Central and 
I’m excited to share our students’ work in 
Chicago,” Johnson concluded.
   To stay up-to-date with developments 
in design, visit www.uco.edu/academics/
design/index.asp.

seriously.  Our aim is to make the School 
of  Music’s instruments, facilities and 
performance space match the quality of  
music created here.”
   The signature fundraising events not only 
provide an awe inspiring performance by 
honored artist of  the Russian Federation 
and a silver medalist of  the Van Cliburn 
International Piano Competition Kuleshov, 
but also include heavy hors d’oeuvres and 
Joullian Wines for Piano Patrons. 
   For the upcoming “Valery and Friends” 
held this spring, Kuleshov will be joined by 
world-renowned Central faculty members: 
cellist Tess Remy-Schumacher, D.M.A., 
violinist Hong Zhu, D.M.A., and David 
Forbat, D.M.A.
   “Valery and Friends” starts at 6 p.m. 
March 31 in the third floor ballroom of  the 
Nigh University Center.  Tickets for Piano 
Patrons are $75 and include one admission 
to the concert with a table reservation and 
access to heavy hors d’oeuvres and wines 
throughout the evening.  Tickets for Music 
Lovers are $25 and include one admission 
to the concert and reserved theater seating.
   For additional information regarding 
CFAD’s signature fundraising events or 
to make a reservation to “Valery and 
Friends,” contact Blair Quiring at 
bquiring@uco.edu or 405-974-3768.

Exciting Changes in Design

New Coffee Shop Displays Support for the Arts

All-Steinway 
Gets a Boost 
From Donors
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To make a donation to any of these programs, contact development manager Deborah Baucom at 405-974-3718   
or dbaucom@uco.edu. To find out more information about the College of Fine Arts and Design visit:

www.uco.edu/cfad

The College of Fine Arts and 
Design Recognizes our 
Outstanding Corporate 
Supporters.  Thank you for your 
investment in the arts at UCO!
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If you are an alumnus living in the 
Chicago area, be sure to join us 
on Sunday, April 13 for a cocktail 
mixer at the Radisson Blu Aqua 
Hotel. From 6-8 p.m., guests 
can enjoy complimentary hors 
d’oeuvres, beer and wine, all while 
mingling with their fellow alumni 
and university leaders including 
President Betz, Ph.D., and College 
of Fine Arts and Design deans. To 
RSVP, visit www.centralconnection.
org/chicagomixer or contact Blair 
Quiring at bquiring@uco.edu or 
405-974-3768. You won’t want to 
miss this event!

UCOisComingtoChicago

In October of 2013, CFAD officially 
welcomed Classical KCSC 90.1 FM 
Radio to our college family. We are 
excited to share that KCSC will soon 
be featuring musical selections from 
our UCO Jazz Lab on Saturdays at 7 
p.m. beginning April 5. The station 
has also added student interns to the 
KCSC staff for the first time in 10 
years. To support the great work of 
KCSC, be sure to tune in for their 
spring fund drive from March 24 
through 31 or contact Susan Clark 
at 405-974-2120.

CFAD and KCSC

Contributors:
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