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The beginning of the fall semester is always 
one of our favorite times of the year.  

Freshmen flock to campus – pencils sharpened, 
notebooks in hand, ready to try on their new 
found freedom.  Veterans of the classroom return, 
refreshed from summer. Nontraditional students 
are thrilled to try something new, take a fresh 
path. The faculty are instantly reminded why they 
love teaching and the staff can’t help but feel 
nostalgic towards all their “first days of school.” 
 This year’s beginning was especially exciting 
thanks to the energy in the deans’ office brought 
by our new commander-in-chief Dean Steven Lee 
Hansen, M.F.A.  Dean Hansen came to us from 
Berrien Springs, Michigan at the first of July, with 
more than 30 years’ experience as a professor 
and administrator at Andrews University.  At 
Andrews, Hansen was a beloved professor of 
ceramics, inspiring his students to grow into 
their full potential.  He later transitioned to lead 
Andrews’ Visual Art, Communication and Design 
Department as chair.

“I hope I bring a fresh perspective to my work 
here at UCO,” said Hansen. “I understand first-
hand the experiences of being a student, artist, 
professor, department chair and administrator. 
I plan to bring empathy, integrity, creativity and 
transparency of leadership to my role as Dean 
of CFAD.”
 Dean Hansen was selected to lead CFAD 
from a highly competitive pool of applicants. 
While his previous administrative success 
helped make him the right fit for CFAD, his 
established career as a ceramist and his 
enduring working-class roots seemed the perfect 
combination of qualities for our community.
         “My background is similar to that of many 
UCO students,” said Hansen. “I was the first 
person in the Hansen family line to graduate 
from college. My roots are blue-collar and mid-
western. I was taught important lessons about 
the value of hard work, respect for others and 
the importance of integrity in your dealings 
with others since my childhood. My art reflects 

this in its Americana focus and Route 66 
nostalgia.”
 Hansen’s art has been featured in more 
than 75 national and international exhibits and 
has been recognized in multiple magazines, 
including “Ceramics Monthly.” His art is on 
permanent collection at several museums, 
including the Midwest Museum of American Art 
and the American Museum of Ceramic Art.
“I am pleased that Dean Hansen has joined 
us at UCO,” said John Barthell, Ph.D., Central’s 
provost. “He brings valuable experience in 
administration along with a strong background 
in the fine arts.”
 All of us in the development office are 
eager for our donors and alumni to get to know 
Dean Hansen and see why CFAD has chosen 
him to lead our college into its next chapter.

Welcome
Dean Hansen

New dean of CFAD and renowned ceramist 
Steven Lee Hansen, M.F.A., displays his artwork, 
a ceramic teapot entitled, “Drink Me.”



Mitchell Education Center Grand Opening

 With a flourish of song and dance, the 
College of Fine Arts and Design celebrated 
the grand opening of the Mitchell 
Education Center on August 31, 2017. 
 The 17,000 square-foot addition to 
the historic Mitchell Hall Theatre contains 
two new rehearsal spaces, dressing rooms, 
classrooms, a green room, a full costume 
shop, make-up lab, an open gallery, indoor 
and outdoor student study areas, faculty 
offices and a FEMA-rated storm shelter 
that can hold more than 700 people.
 The theatrical ribbon-cutting ceremony, 
held on stage at Mitchell Hall Theatre, 
commenced with eloquent speeches 
celebrating the history and future of 
Mitchell Hall from current dean Steven 
Hansen, M.F.A., emeritus dean Dr. Pamela 
Washington, principal architect Rand 
Elliott of Elliott + Associates Architects 
and UCO president Dr. Don Betz.
 For Dean Hansen, the Mitchell 
Education Center “will enhance the learning 
experience for students. It will allow us to 
grow our Theatre Arts Department and Dance 
Department by up to 30 percent; it will 
enable a centralized location where students 
from our departments can feel at home; it 
provides a collaborative environment across 
different fields of study; it will make it easier 
for our faculty to be transformative teachers 
and our students to be engaged learners. 
 “I cannot think of a more exciting 
way to begin my tenure here at UCO 
than with this opening, this new chapter 
in the story of CFAD,” he added.
 Dr. Washington reflected on her desire to 
make all of the space useful and the team of 
architects, led by Elliott, who came together 
to make it a sight to behold. “Because of 
his vision and creativity, we are lucky to be 
opening a space that is utilitarian, but also 
beautiful.” Washington thanked Elliott and 
his team for “understanding that artists 
need beautiful spaces to be their best.” 
 Musicians Michael Andreaus and Majeste 
Pearson sang “Wheels of a Dream” from 

“Ragtime: The Musical,” accompanied by 
Mariann Searle on the grand piano. During 
Searle’s following refrain, four members of 
the Kaleidoscope Dance Company glided 
on stage with a length of “UCO” embossed 
gold and blue satin ribbon. The dancers 
delighted the crowd, winding through the 
ribbon in a masterfully choreographed piece 
of “ribbonography”. After a brief showcase of 
their skills, the dancers stretched the ribbon, 
the speakers and Regent Mark Stansberry 
aligned themselves behind it and President 

Betz cut the ribbon to great applause. 
 Student volunteers then guided guests 
throughout the new addition to Mitchell 
Hall, formally named the Mitchell Education 
Center, giving informative, open-to-the-
public tours. Classes and demonstrations 
continued throughout the afternoon, giving 
guests a glimpse into the everyday workings 
of the Mitchell Education Center, now 
open and available to students of UCO.

UCO president Dr. Don Betz cuts the ceremonial ribbon to usher in a new era of arts education at Mitchell Hall. From left: 
Lacy Alstatt, Yukina Sato, Rand Elliott, Dr. Pamela Washington, Dr. Don Betz, Regent Mark Stansberry, Dean Steven Hansen, 
Alexis Hendrix and Bailey Smith.

Singers Michael Andreaus and Majeste Pearson singing 
“Wheels of a Dream” from “Ragtime: The Musical.”

Mike and Tish Milligan of the Robert Glenn Rapp Foundation enjoy 
brunch in the Krottinger Gallery in the Mitchell Education Center.

Dr. Ted Honea, Rand Elliott and Dr. Margaret Brisch tour the 
new Mitchell Education Center.

CFAD Deans Past and Present: (left to right) Steven Hansen, Dr. Pamela  
Washington, Dr. John Clinton and Dr. Christopher Markwood.



Mitchell Education Center Grand Opening
CFAD Leadership:
We are pleased to announce Michelle 
Moeller, M.F.A., as the new chair of the 
UCO Department of Dance.  In addition 
to serving as chair and an assistant 
professor of dance at Central, Moeller is 
the director of Perpetual Motion Dance, 
an OKC-based modern and aerial dance 
company. Moeller’s performance and 
choreography have been part of numerous 
concerts and festivals, including four 
American College Dance Festivals, Rogue 
Festival in Fresno, California and the 
New Genre Arts Festival in Tulsa. Her 
work has also been commissioned by 
Oklahoma City Ballet, Texas Christian 
University, Texas Tech University and 
Muscle Memory Dance Theater.
CFAD Departments:
The UCO College of Fine Arts and 
Design was recently presented with 
the Oklahoma College Public Relations 
Association (OCPRA) Grand Award for 
our quarterly newsletter “ARTSpeak.”  
This is the third year in a row CFAD has 
won first prize in this category amongst 
a competitive pool of submissions.
Noteworthy Events:
This summer, the Oklahoma Center for Arts 
Education (OCAE), a division of the College 
of Fine Arts and Design, hosted 16 camps 
and workshops for students ages seven 
to 18 and three workshops for adults. 
UCO faculty, students and alumni led the 
camps and workshops. This year marked 
the 10-year anniversary of the Dance and 
Down Syndrome Music Theatre Camp. 
“It is always a great opportunity for our 
community to work with esteemed faculty 
and a pleasure to see our students move 
into professional teaching and mentoring 
roles,” said OCAE Director Ines Burnham.
Your Support in Action:
Your support enabled the College of 
Fine Arts and Design to award 129 
scholarships, nearly $120,000, for the 
2017-2018 academic year. Scholarships 
are critical to the success of our students, 
easing financial hardships and helping 
them stay in school and complete 
their education. Thank you for helping 
our students achieve their goals!

College of Fine Arts and Design 
NEWS

 The College of Fine Arts and Design is proud 
to have a culture of generosity and camaraderie 
amongst the faculty and staff of our college.  
When a student or program need is identified, 
it is common practice for the CFAD cohort to pull 
together as a unit to offer support and overcome 
obstacles. There is no better example of this 
esprit de corps than the Build Mitchell Hall 
Campaign, the fundraising plan for the Mitchell 
Education Center. 
 Before the campaign became public, college 
leaders discussed the need for fundraising with 
faculty and staff, emphasizing the importance 
external donors place on internal giving. Within 
months, every faculty and staff member of CFAD 
had made a monetary donation to the Build 
Mitchell Hall Campaign. 
 “The CFAD faculty and staff are among the 
most generous and giving donors with whom 
I have the pleasure of working,” said Deborah 
Baucom, executive director of development. 
“They all understood the importance of their 

CFAD in Canada 
Five dance majors, accompanied by Tina 
Kambour, assistant chair of the Dance 
Department, attended the World Dance Alliance 
Global Summit in St. John’s, Newfoundland 
this past July. Students presented Kambour’s 
choreography “Saltwaters” and attended other 
performances, workshops and master classes.  
Kambour taught a workshop herself.
“Highlights included meeting dancers from all 
over the world and becoming engulfed in the 
views, art and culture,” said Kambour.
CFAD in Italy
Music professors Karl Nelson, D.M.A., and Barbara 
DeMaio, D.M.A., took 15 music students to Italy 
in May where they performed in Rome, Prato and 
Bologna and visited Assisi, Spoleto, Florence and 
Cinque Terre.
“An international tour is a great way to expose 
students to new experiences,” said Nelson. 
Students commented on how the trip reinforced 
the idea that music is an international language.

100% Faculty/Staff Giving to Build 
Mitchell Hall Campaign  

CFAD’s Summer Abroad

support and were eager to give and find creative 
ways to make our efforts successful.”
 The Mitchell Hall Stage Door is dedicated in 
honor of the CFAD faculty and staff who gave so 
generously of their time, treasure and talents.
 “We dedicated the Mitchell Hall Stage Door 
in honor of the faculty and staff because together, 
they raised more than $10,000 for the initiative,” 
said Baucom. “The stage door is a special entry 
point into the theatre for performers. Every time 
a student or guest artist walks through that door, 
they will see that the faculty and staff of CFAD 
believe in them and support them in every way.”

UCO music students in front of St. Peter’s Basilica 
in Vatican City during their trip to Italy. 

CFAD in Scotland
Eight theatre arts students and chair of the UCO 
Department of Theatre Arts, Kato Buss, D.M.A., 
traveled to Scotland in August to perform in the 
world’s largest international performing arts 
festival, Edinburgh Fringe Festival. The students 
devised, designed and performed an original 
production in Edinburgh.
“UCO students transcended the role of tourist 
and became active participants in a cultural 
blow-out,” said Buss. “The result was a genuine, 
transformative learning experience that truly 
made an enduring impact on their lives.”
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To make a donation to any of these programs, contact Deborah Baucom at 405-974-3718 or dbaucom@uco.edu. 
To find out more information about the College of Fine Arts and Design visit: cfad.uco.edu

Evan Crowley graduated from ACM@UCO in 2012 with a music 
production degree. He performs under the moniker Saint Loretto as 
an alternative pop musician from Oklahoma City. He has performed 
with Blue October, The All American Rejects, Mariana’s Trench, 
showcased at SXSW and will be performing during Austin City Limits 
this year. 
 Crowley is also the Art Moves Director for Arts Council 
Oklahoma City where he has booked and produced events in the 
downtown area for the past five years. He has served on the music 
programming board for IAO Gallery and the Plaza District Festival’s 
performing arts committee for two years. Crowley was recently 
nominated for The Oklahoma Gazette’s “Forty Under 40.”

• Join us at the School of Music’s Big Band Dance for an exciting night of 
music and dancing on Thursday, Sept. 28 at 7 p.m. at the UCO Jazz Lab. All 
proceeds benefit the Jazz Studies Division Support Fund and will be met by a 3 
to 1 match.
 • The Big Band Dance is only one of many exciting events to take place during 
the second UCO Edmond Jazz Festival from September 25-30. Hosted by the 
UCO Jazz Lab, the festival will feature incredible headliners and student and 
faculty performances. Find out more at www.ucojazzfest.com.
• UCO Musical Theatre opens the 2017-2018 season with “Chicago: The 
Musical” on Oct. 5. Please join us for this sharp-edged satire set in roaring 
twenties Chicago. Performances will take place Oct. 5-7 at 7:30 p.m. and Oct. 8 at 
2 p.m. at Mitchell Hall Theatre. For tickets, visit www.mitchellhalltheatre.com or 
call 405-974-3375.
• The UCO Brisch Center for Historical Performance presents the International 
Bach Festival on Nov. 3-4. Allen Whear, Sarah Freiberg and Guy Fishman will 
perform Bach’s Cello Suites on Nov. 3 at 7:30 p.m. at the Radke Fine Arts Theatre. 
For more information, contact Tess Remy-Schumacher at 
tremy-schumacher@uco.edu or call 405-974-5650.
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The College of Fine Arts and Design recognizes our outstanding corporate supporters.  
Thank you for your investment in the arts at UCO!

Your Support in Action
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