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Student Travel 
 CFAD hosted two European study 
tours.  A group of nine students, under the 
leadership of music faculty, visited Germany, 
the Czech Republic, Austria and Hungary 
and attended concerts in each country.  
Seven students, under the leadership of 
theatre arts faculty and CFAD’s associate 
dean, visited England and Scotland and 
participated in the Edinburgh Fringe Festival.  
Central theatre students participating 
in this excursion wrote, produced and 
performed theatre works in the festival 
while design students created all the 
promotional material for the performances.

Summer Arts Camps
 The Oklahoma Center for Arts 
Education, a division of CFAD, held 14 
summer arts camps and workshops 
this year, reaching hundreds from the 
community and benefiting ages seven 
through 18.  The camps encompassed visual 
art, dance, design, theatre arts and music.  
Central arts education students and alumni 
staffed the camps, as did CFAD faculty.  
 “We were excited to utilize so many 
current students and graduates and see 
the transformational shift from students to 
educators,” said Ines Burnham, director of 
the Oklahoma Center for Arts Education. 

Build Mitchell Hall 
Progress
 Construction for the Mitchell Hall 
Theatre expansion is moving full-throttle 
with the storm shelter and blocking-
studio completed and above ground 
construction is currently underway. With 
a projected completion date of March, 
2017, we are excited to watch the addition 
of two rehearsal studios, costume storage 
and backstage amenities take shape 
throughout the winter and into the 
spring.  To receive continued updates of 
the progress of Mitchell Hall, visit www.
uco.edu/cfad/giving/buildmht.asp. 

 Oklahoma wasn’t the only thing packing 
the heat this summer.  CFAD had an incredible 
three months, providing once-in-a-life time 
opportunities to students, engaging the community 
in meaningful arts outreach and making steady 
progress on the construction of the Mitchell Hall 
Theatre expansion.

CFAD’s 
Summer of Fun



UCO EDMOND

JAZZ
FEST

Headlining Acts: 
John Pizzarelli 

UCO Student Jazz Ensemble
Miss Brown to You

Edmond Jazz Orchestra 
Dan Haerle Quartet 

Sponsors:
 Tres Amigos 

UCO CFAD Office of the Deans
UCO Athletics  •  UCO Jazz Lab

UCO Nigh University Center  •  Evoke
Covell Park  •  Flatire Burgers

Hideaway

Sept. 23-30

All festival proceeds benefit the Jazz Studies 
Division Support Fund supporting student 
scholarships, scholarly travel and educational 
events, expenses for guest artists and 
lecturers and equipment and instruments for 
use of students in the Jazz Studies Division. 

UUCCO EDMONDO EDMOND

JAZZ FEST

Letter from the Dean
 After a productive summer, a new academic 
year is underway. The beginning of the fall 
semester is one of my favorite times of year 
— our classrooms are full, the practice rooms 
are noisy, the studios are buzzing with activity 
and the marching band is on Plunkett Park.  
Your gifts are making a critical difference for 
these students this semester.  They are facing 
increasing financial challenges as we have had 
to increase tuition to make up for decreased 
budgets for Higher Education.  Without your support, we would not be able 
to help students meet the tuition increases with scholarships. Thank you!
          -- Dean, Pamela Washington, Ph.D

Make a difference at UCO while saving money on tickets 
for your favorite productions!

CFAD gladly announces the Central Arts Card is back for its second year.  The card is available for 
$25 to patrons, parents, alumni and all supporters of the arts and is valid through June 2017.  

Card members receive discounts off tickets, up to four tickets per performance, at Mitchell Hall 
Theatre, the UCO Jazz Lab and the ACM@UCO Performance Lab.  The card can be used for student 
productions and also includes discounts at local restaurants including ButterSweet Cakes, Café 
501, Compass Coffeehouse, Covell Park, Let’s Do Greek, Klemm’s Smoke Haus and Old Chicago. 

Additional restaurants will be added throughout the year, and proceeds benefit student 
scholarships in the College.  To learn how to get your Central Arts Card, contact Kearney Cole at 
405-974-3778 or kcole13@uco.edu. 

UCO

MITCHELL HALL

Performance Lab

UCO JAZZ LAB
PERFORMANCE LAB

MITCHELL HALL THEATRE

Central Arts Card

For a complete schedule and ticket info, visit 
 www.UCOEdmondJazzFest.com

Central Arts Card



CFAD Leadership:
CFAD is excited to announce Kato Buss, 
Ph.D., as the new interim chair for the 
UCO Department of Theatre Arts.  Buss 
has more than 20 years of experience as 
an actor, director, playwright and teacher 
and was recently awarded Best Lead 
Actor at the 48 Hour Film Project Award 
Ceremony in Oklahoma City.  During 
his four-year tenure at Central, he has 
received the Grand Prize for the 2016 UCO 
EXCEL Awards and Central’s Faculty Merit 
Credit Award in 2015.  Buss has also been 
instrumental in positioning UCO theatre arts 
performances in downtown OKC locations 
and diversifying Central’s main stage.

CFAD Departments:
CFAD’s Development Office warmly 
introduces Abigail Jones as the new 
event coordinator for CFAD.  Jones, a 
central alumnus of the UCO Museums 
Studies graduate program, has previously 
worked at Science Museum Oklahoma, 
the Oklahoma Contemporary Arts Center 
and the Oklahoma History Center. 

Noteworthy Events:
Save the date for one of CFAD’s signature 
fundraising events, Toast the Maestro, 
at 7 p.m. on Thursday, November 17 
at the CHK|Central Boathouse, 725 
S. Lincoln Blvd., in Oklahoma City. All 
proceeds of the event benefit the All-
Steinway Initiative, an endeavor for 
UCO to become an All-Steinway School. 
We are excited to be at the CHK|Central 
Boathouse for this year’s fundraiser and 
are eager to once again feature the talents 
of world renowned pianist and Central 
Artist-in-Residence Valery Kuleshov.

Your Support in Action:
Thank you to all those who have supported 
CFAD’s Fund Drive in its second year! All 
proceeds benefit student scholarships. 
Implemented last summer, the Fund 
Drive supports the greatest need in 
the College. Due to increased tuition 
and budget cuts, the College allocated 
proceeds to support scholarships. 

College of Fine Arts and Design 
NEWS

 Elvis and Wildred Rhodes raised their 
daughter, Sue Harl, in a household that 
fostered a strong passion for the arts and the 
value of education. 
 “Neither my mother nor father were 
formally educated, having both dropped out 
of school as teenagers back in the 1920s,” 
explained Harl. “But even though they didn’t 
graduate high school, it was never a question 
of whether I was going to graduate high 
school and go a step further by earning a 
degree in college as well.”
 A World War II veteran and real-life 
“Rosie the Riveter,” the Rhodes happily lived 
a working class life after the war with Elvis 
employed as a commercial artist at Tinker Air 
Force Base and Wildred tending the home.

 Thanks to the generous support of a grant from the Kirkpatrick Foundation, the UCO Department 
of Design recently implemented a new social impact project, Design to Protect Elephants.  This project 
harnessed the power of design and partnerships to help halt the slaughter of the more than 100,000 
African Elephants poached for their ivory in a mere two years’ time.
 Central design students, in partnership with renowned design firms around the nation, were 
challenged to work in various mediums to create an image or 20-second video that will help change 
perception, raise funds and increase awareness about this issue.  These images and videos have been 
incorporated in a world-wide campaign to protect 
African elephants.  
 “We are so grateful for the support of the 
Kirkpatrick Foundation to help students advocate 
for animals’ rights and through  the power of 
design and partnerships,” said Amy Johnson, 
M.F.A., chair of design.  
 Featured student designs from this project 
will be displayed at 5 p.m. Nov. 4 at the UCO 
Letterpress Lab, 1020 Waterwood Parkway in 
Edmond. 

Elvis and Wildred Rhodes Memorial 
Endowed Scholarship Established 

Design to Protect Elephants

 “I grew up with the arts at home, so it 
was a natural transition for me to study art 
education at what was then Central State 
University,” said Harl.
 Harl graduated from Central State (now 
UCO) and went on to teach and earn an M.A. 
in Fibers Weaving and an M.F.A. in Textile 
Design out of state.
 “My success is due largely in part to the 
unwavering support of my parents,” said Harl. 
 With Wildred passing in 1979 and Elvis 
passing in 1988, Harl decided she wanted to 
commemorate the impact of her parents by 
establishing an art scholarship at UCO in their 
honor.
 “I’m the end of the line as far as the 
Rhodes family goes, so I wanted to establish 
this scholarship to help keep alive the passion 
and support my parents displayed,” said Harl.  
“I want people to know they were here.  They 
encouraged and supported me, enabling 
me to encourage and support others.  And 
now this encouragement and support, which 
started with my parents, will continue to be 
passed down the line through this scholarship 
given in their honor.” 
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To make a donation to any of these programs, contact Deborah Baucom at 405-974-3768 or dbaucom@uco.edu. 
To find out more information about the College of Fine Arts and Design visit: cfad.uco.edu

Josh Webb and Andrea Wijkowski met on a UCO Student 
Art Association trip to Kansas City in 2010. Reconnecting years 
later, after graduating with B.F.A.s in Visual Art, they decided 
to begin their own art business, Atlas Pine. The company 
incorporates Webb’s background in painting, Wijkowski’s 
in Ceramics, their mutual interest in sculptural design and 
a strong love for nature.  Their work has been displayed in 
multiple galleries and festivals in the state including the 
Sculpture Park at the Oklahoma City Arts Festival, Oklahoma 
Contemporary Art Center’s ART NOW and two solo shows at 
Fine Arts Institute of Edmond. Moving to Colorado in June 
2016, they hope to expand their vision for Atlas Pine along 
with welcoming their first child in December.

• Join us for the ACM@UCO Open House from 5 p.m. – 7 p.m. Oct. 27 at
 25 S. Oklahoma Avenue, Oklahoma City. Student groups will perform throughout the 
evening along with student-led tours of the building and classrooms.  For questions 
contact Kearney Cole at 405-974-3778 or kcole13@uco.edu.
• The Broadway Tonight Series welcomes legendary recording artist and New York City’s 
“Queen of Cabaret” Marilyn Maye in collaboration with the Oklahoma Senior Follies. The 
performances will be at 7:30 p.m. Sept. 30 and Oct. 1 at the CHK|Central Boathouse. For 
tickets, please call the Mitchell Hall Box Office at 405-974-3375 or visit 
www.mitchelhalltheatre.com.  Alumni Relations will be hosting a cash bar in the lobby.
• The opening reception for the upcoming exhibit “Get Out The Vote!” will be held from 
5:30–7:30 p.m. on October 6 in the Melton Gallery.  The exhibit will run from October 
3–19. Launched on President’s Day, American Institute of Graphic Arts’ campaign “Get 
Out the Vote!” is a nationwide movement to encourage students to create posters that 
motivate the American public to vote in the upcoming presidential election as well as 
local elections to come. 
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The College of Fine Arts and Design recognizes our outstanding corporate supporters.  
Thank you for your investment in the arts at UCO!
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Klemm’s Smoke Haus


