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The department of design has truly hit 
its stride. In less than 20 years since 

its founding, the department of design at 
UCO has become a powerhouse of student 
creativity and achievement. With the support 
of donors and the hard work of students 
and faculty, the department has become the 
largest program of its kind located between 
Kansas City and North Texas. It is also the 
only design program in Oklahoma to earn 
accreditation from the National Association 
of Schools of Art and Design (NASAD). 

Students and faculty in the department of 
design are fond of saying, “we like to win!” 
and it’s no wonder, with more American 
Advertising Awards (ADDYs) won than any 
other design school in the nation. The 
department has a storied history of sweeping 
the local ADDYs, the advertising industry’s 
largest competition. This year alone, the 
department won 81 ADDY awards including 
Best of Show, Best of Illustration, The Braggy 
(for the institution receiving the most 

awards), 30 gold, 28 silver and 20 bronze.
Forty-two UCO design students also 

took home wins from the 2017 AIGA Blue 
Ridge Flux awards, an annual nationwide 
student design competition, marking 15 
percent of the winning projects selected. 

With such a prolific award-winning 
department, it’s only fitting that many of 
our students have had their work featured 
in industry publications. Most recently, 
Communication Arts Publication featured 
work from two of our talented students 
in their typography issue and PRINT 
Magazine’s Regional Design Annual for 
2017-18 featured work from 10 UCO design 
students, an astounding 20 percent of the 
student pieces selected for that issue.

If all of that weren’t enough, design student 
Austin Moore and faculty member Jime 
Wimmer were recently accepted into the 
Society of Illustrators of Los Angeles, two of 249 
accepted out of a whopping 1,172 applicants. 

Come see for yourself the talent of our design 
program at the upcoming Pop-Up Shop at 
the Department Store, a showcase and sale of 
student, alumni and faculty work on Thursday, 
March 8 at 5-9 p.m. Drop by the Letterpress 
and Prototyping Lab at 1020 Waterwood Pkwy 
in Edmond to check out this incredible body of 
work and have a chance to make your very own 
screen-printed and letterpress-printed posters. 
Prices start at $5 and all proceeds benefit the 
Design Capital Projects and Improvements 
Fund, which helps update and improve facilities 
and equipment for the design program.

Department of Design 
Shines After Award-
Winning Year

The Derp from the department of design’s 
“Only the Unicorns Survive” series. 

Coyote by Wylee Sanderson. 



Donor Giving Transforms Student Learning

Since opening this past August, the Mitchell 
Education Center (MEC) has profoundly 
reshaped the way students learn at UCO. The 
Build Mitchell Hall campaign helped to fund 
this magnificent new space and our students 
are the lucky beneficiaries. The 17,000 square 
foot expansion to Mitchell Hall Theatre features 
state-of-the-art dance and theatre studios, 
dressing rooms, a make-up lab, costume shop and 
storage, a green room, study areas and more.

Thanks to the capabilities of the new dance 
rehearsal space, the college has begun offering 
new aerial dance classes this year. The dance 
studio has six aerial rigging points allowing the 
attachment of silks, trapeze and lyra for aerial 
dance. UCO is now the only university in the state 
offering courses in this rapidly growing art form.

“The development of the Mitchell Education 
Center has tremendously impacted the department 
of dance in many ways including curriculum 
expansions, student quality of life and improved 
facilities for both faculty and students,” said 
Michelle Moeller, department of dance chair and 
director of Perpetual Motion Dance, an Oklahoma 

City-based modern and aerial dance company. 
“Additionally, the dressing rooms, green room 
and lounge space have been so helpful in our 
students’ day-to-day lives by providing clean 
and comfortable spaces for them to gather in 
between classes, work on homework and rest.”

Dance students aren’t the only ones who 
benefit from the new space. Theatre students 
have also been enjoying the use of the new 
Mitchell Education Center, particularly within 
the new theatre studio. “A stark contrast to our 
previous rehearsal spaces, the new studio offers 
utility as both a rehearsal space and a black box 
for performances,” said theatre arts student Riley 
Turner. “The biggest impact the studio has had on 
my education, as I’m sure my peers would agree, is 
the layer of professionalism it adds to our work.” 

Theatre arts student Olivia Wells adds, “I love 
the feeling of having our own private space that 
is safe to learn and grow in. It’s also been really 
wonderful for those of us who choose to reserve 
it for rehearsal or coaching time, which is an 
option that we didn’t have until this year! I’m 
really thankful to everyone who has helped our 

Visitors enjoy the art and design on display in the Krottinger 
Family Gallery.

Kato Buss, chair of the department of theatre arts, teaches his 
Acting Styles 2 course in the new theatre studio.

Aerial dance instructor Alana Murray assists a student as others look on in the new dance studio of the Mitchell Education Center.

department create a new place for us to thrive.”
Kato Buss, chair of the department of theatre 

arts at UCO, views the new studio as a focal point 
for recruitment efforts and an ideal place for 
current and future students to learn and grow. 
“The Mitchell Education Center has been truly 
transformative for the College of Fine Arts and 
Design and the department of theatre arts,” said 
Buss. “After years without a designated classroom, 
theatre arts students now have a home.”

The Krottinger Family Gallery, the representation 
of CFAD’s art and design departments in the MEC, 
also provides transformative learning experiences 
to our students and the community. Funded by 
generous donors, including alumnus Jay Krottinger, 
this space will host the 2018 Momentum Spotlight 
artists March 13-29 in partnership with the 
Oklahoma Visual Arts Coalition. This collaboration 
will draw a new audience into the MEC and bring 
together departments of CFAD once considered 
disparate, aptly representing the mission of the 
beautiful addition to Mitchell Hall Theatre.



CFAD Leadership:
Directed by Brian Gorrell, head of the 
School of Music jazz studies division, 
Jazz Ensemble I is invited to perform at 
the Monterey Jazz Festival’s 48th Next 
Generation Jazz Festival, March 9-11. 
They are one of only six collegiate big 
bands selected for this prestigious festival 
from a pool of hundreds. Over three days, 
students will interact with talented peers 
from across the country, attend workshops 
of professional musicians and receive 
critiques from judges. Congratulations 
Mr. Gorrell and Jazz Ensemble I!

CFAD Departments:
The Oklahoma Center for Arts Education 
(OCAE), a division of CFAD, is undergoing 
a transition of purpose. OCAE will now 
focus on student recruitment, retention 
and advisement. Working with all CFAD 
departments, they will spearhead the 
recruitment of talented students and 
coordinate retention efforts, helping 
current students complete their college 
education. Beginning in the fall of 2018, 
director Ines Burnham will also be the 
advisor for all CFAD education majors. For 
more information, visit ocae.uco.edu. 

Noteworthy Events:
The Melton Gallery is hosting 
CONTINUUM throughout March, a 
notable exhibit showcasing the ceramic 
art of past and present UCO faculty, Gayle 
Singer, Barbara Weidell and Eric Hoefer, 
along with that of CFAD’s new dean Steve 
Hansen. Works on display range from 
pop-art teapots to anthropomorphic 
figures. The opening reception will be 
Thursday, March 1 from 5:30-7:30 p.m. 
and the exhibit runs through March 29.

Your Support in Action:
Through the generous support of our 
donors, our All-Steinway Initiative has 
reached a critical milestone. Dedicated to 
providing access to professional-quality 
pianos from the practice room to the 
concert hall, this campaign has celebrated 
a record-breaking year of fundraising. It is 
because of these sustained philanthropic 
efforts that the School of Music welcomes 
the addition of two more Steinway & Sons 
pianos: a Model B and a Model D. Come 
see one of these beautiful pianos in 
concert in Mitchell Hall Theatre.

College of Fine Arts 
and Design 

NEWS
On April 6, ACM@UCO welcomes Mavis Staples and 

the Revolution to headline our annual Metro Music 
Fest, a free, all-day festival in Bricktown, Oklahoma 
City celebrating live music and entertainment. Spread 
across 13 venues, Metro Music Fest brings Bricktown 
to life with a stunning variety of genres and musical 
styles. The music festival was created in 2009 to thank 
the academy’s supportive neighbors and nurture 
the metro area’s development as a growing cultural 
destination in the contemporary music scene. Through 
the years, Metro Music Fest has hosted performances 
by ACM@UCO students, local favorites and incredible 
professional acts like Moby, Nile Rodgers from 
Chic and Steven Drozd of The Flaming Lips. 

This spring, Mavis Staples and the Revolution will 
join this legacy of noteworthy headliners. Mavis Staples 
will bring her unique blend of gospel, soul, folk, 
pop, R&B, blues, rock and hip-hop to the stage. With 
multiple Grammy® Awards and a career spanning more 
than sixty years, her talent and artistic contributions 
earned her a place in the Blues Hall of Fame in 2017. 
The Revolution, who achieved international fame when 
performing alongside Prince for their album Purple 
Rain, will also grace the main stage at Metro Music Fest. 
The Revolution has won three Grammy® Awards and 
has released two chart-topping Billboard 200 albums. 

The University of Central Oklahoma is excited to 
welcome 5,000 students and faculty from across the 
nation to campus next month as we host the premier 
forum showcasing undergraduate student research and 
innovation: The National Conference on Undergraduate 
Research (NCUR). Now in its 32nd year, this is the 
first time NCUR has ever been held in Oklahoma. 

NCUR fosters a unique environment for students 
in all fields of study to present scholarly research 
and creative activities. This special occasion enables 
students to showcase their work, meet recruiters from 
businesses and graduate schools across the country, 
and provides an opportunity to highlight  amazing 
things happening within the College of Fine Arts and 
Design, UCO and our metropolitan community to 
an international audience. While several of CFAD’s 

Metro Music Fest Headliners Announced 

UCO Hosts National Conference Thanks In Part to Donor Support

students will proudly represent UCO through their 
presentations, which were chosen through a competitive 
selection process, ACM@UCO will exemplify the 
cultural offerings we provide through Metro Music Fest, 
deemed the leading social event of the conference.

UCO has the honor of hosting NCUR thanks largely 
to the more than $350,000 raised in contributions 
from our community. Several local organizations were 
integral in meeting this goal, including UCO alumnus 
and CFAD advisory board member Brad Poarch. The CEO 
of Cory’s Audio Visual and a graduate of CFAD’s theatre 
arts program, Poarch is generously supporting NCUR 
at UCO as well as many other campus endeavors. 

“We love getting to celebrate the success of 
our alumni and could not be more grateful when 
they choose to partner with us,” said Deborah 
Baucom, Executive Director of Development at 
UCO. “Thanks to the support of Brad at Cory’s 
Audio Visual and others like him, we are able to 
provide this incredible opportunity for our students, 
our university and our community at large.”

To learn more about the panels, presentations 
and activities available through NCUR at UCO 
on April 4-7, please visit uco.edu/ncur2018.

Performers take the stage at ACM@UCO’s Metro Music Fest.

UCO will be the first university in Oklahoma to host the National 
Conference on Undergraduate Research (NCUR).

These internationally-renowned artists are 
a part of a much larger lineup of impressive 
musicians. ACM@UCO student bands will showcase 
their talents and all that they have learned at the 
academy. This opportunity to perform shoulder-
to-shoulder with professional musicians, many 
of whom are Oklahoma natives, is an incredible 
learning opportunity for these music students. 
Masterclasses taught by the festival performers 
further enrich the student experience at ACM@UCO. 



100 North University Drive
Edmond, OK 73034

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage

PAID Okla. City, OK
Permit No. 797

To make a donation to any of these programs, contact Deborah Baucom at 405-974-3718 or dbaucom@uco.edu. 
To find out more information about the College of Fine Arts and Design visit: cfad.uco.edu

Levi Dobrinski, School of Music alumus, earned the Young Music 
Educator Award this year from the Oklahoma Music Educators’ Association. 
Dobrinski earned his Bachelor of Music Education in Instrumental Studies 
at UCO in 2013 and is currently the orchestra director for Putnam City 
West High School and the Silver Strings of Putnam City. The award honors 
a music educator with no more than five years of teaching experience 
who demonstrates excellence in the teaching of music as evidenced by 
competition, awards and peer or administrator statements.
 “The music and education department at UCO deeply affected my 
growth as a young music educator,” said Dobrinski. “The professional 
relationships built on campus gave me support when I began teaching, 
knowing that those professors were willing to continue their support of my 
career endeavors even after I walked across the stage at graduation.”

• ACM@UCO students will perform a variety of cover songs ranging from classics to 
contemporary hits at the ACM@UCO Alive! concert series. Students will take the stage 
at the ACM@UCO Performance Lab on Feb. 26-27 at 7 p.m. and Mar. 26–27 at 7 p.m. 
For more information, contact Mitch Bell at 405-974-4705 or visit acm.uco.edu.
• In partnership with the Oklahoma Visual Arts Coalition, the Melton Gallery will 
host the 2018 Momentum Spotlight artists in the Krottinger Family Gallery of the 
Mitchell Education Center March 13-29. On display will be diverse works by emerging 
Oklahoma artists Brenna Baer, Chris Schultz and Marissa Raglin.
• The UCO department of theatre arts proudly presents The Mousetrap. This thrilling 
murder mystery runs Mar. 29-31 at 7:30 p.m. and Mar. 31 at 2 p.m. at Mitchell Hall 
Theatre. For tickets, call 405-974-3375 or visit www.mitchellhalltheatre.com.
• UCO Broadway Tonight, supported in part by the Oklahoma Arts Council, 
welcomes Tony Award-winning singer Lillias White to share her Broadway, pop, blues 
and gospel powerhouse vocal stylings in an unforgettable evening at the CHK|Central 
Boathouse.  She will perform alongside OKC’s own The Ambassadors Choir, on Apr. 20-
21 at 7:30 p.m. For tickets, call 405-974-3375 or visit www.mitchellhalltheatre.com. 

Upcoming Events
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The College of Fine Arts and Design recognizes our outstanding corporate supporters.  
Thank you for your investment in the arts at UCO!
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