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You’re Invited!
What:  The Opening of the Mitchell 
 Hall Theatre Backstage Facility
Who:  All are welcome
When:  1–3 p.m. May 3, 2017
Where:  Mitchell Hall Theatre 

For the last few years, you’ve heard us 
discuss how CFAD desperately needed 

a central location for our theatre arts 
department so students of the discipline 
would no longer be forced to rehearse in 
hallways, borrowed classrooms, the ground 
floor of campus housing.  You’ve heard us 
discuss how the dance department had 
greatly grown and no longer fit inside a 
building shared with health and physical 
education programs.  You’ve heard us 
discuss how our backstage amenities 
in Mitchell Hall Theatre – our outdated 
greenroom, our non-existent costume 
shop, our non-existent showers and 
locker space – were not on par with other 
local performance venues.  You’ve heard 
us say that this hindered our ability to 
provide students with an environment 
comparable to what they’d experience in 
the professional realm.  

You heard.  You listened. 
You acted.  

 And now, thanks to you, we will very 
proudly open the doors to the brand-new 
Mitchell Hall Theatre Expansion this May!
Designed by Elliott + Associates Architects, 
the expansion includes two new rehearsal 
spaces – one for theatre and one for dance, 
each equipped with sprung floors, high 
ceilings, mirrored walls and rigged lighting.  
The expansion includes a reinvigorated 
green room, make-up lab, dressing rooms 
with lockers and showers, a full costume 
shop, office space, a study lounge, courtyard 
and a FEMA-approved storm shelter with 
a capacity of more than 700 people.   The 
expansion also includes an open gallery 
space that will promote collaboration with 
the visual arts and design.  

 We invite all to come see this innovative, 
high-functioning and beautifully-designed 
facility on May 3 with a Ribbon Cutting at 
1 p.m. and open-to-the-public tours of the 
space to follow.
 We would also like to extend an 
enormous Thank You to all those who 
donated to this project – including alumni, 
faculty, staff and other benevolent donors.  
We are so excited to share this new space 
with our community.

Mitchell Hall 
Opening

“The Mitchell Hall Addition will be a 
creativity incubator where students 
from different disciplines can bump 
into each other and talk.”
 –Dean Pamela Washington, Ph.D.



UCO Alumnus Conducts Honor Band
CFAD Leadership:
UCO welcomes two new employees to 
the Melton Gallery: Kyle Cohlmia, curator, 
and Jessica Williams, coordinator of 
programming and audience engagement. 
Cohlmia recently worked for the Gaylord-
Pickens Museum and completed 
the Oklahoma Visual Arts Coalition’s 
Oklahoma Art Writing and Curatorial 
Fellowship. Native to Edmond, Williams 
is a recent graduate from the Savannah 
College of Art and Design with a master’s 
in Cinema Studies. She has contributed 
to scholarly and editorial publications 
and most recently contributed 
regularly to the Oklahoma Gazette.

CFAD Departments:
Assistant Professor of Design Jime 
Wimmer was recently a featured artist 
at the 2016 National Art Education 
Association Member Exhibition in 
Alexandria, Virginia.  The juried exhibit 
was viewed by visual arts education 
professionals, creative leaders and 
students from across the country.
Noteworthy Events:
Mark your calendars for the ninth annual 
ACM@UCO Metro Music Fest on April 
8.  Metro Music Fest will feature top 
headliners from the music industry as 
well as 60 ACM@UCO student bands 
performing across multiple venues in 
the Bricktown area for an afternoon and 
evening of free music entertainment.  
Thanks to the generousity of sponsors, 
the festival is open to all at no cost.  For 
more information regarding ACM@
UCO Metro Music Fest, visit acm.uco.
edu/metro-music-fest/index.asp.
Your Support in Action:
We are pleased to report that our 
2016 Toast the Maestro event raised 
approximately $30,000 benefitting 
the All Steinway Initiative.  Proceeds 
from ticket sales, a silent auction, and 
other private donations will ensure our 
students and faculty in the UCO School 
of Music are equipped with the highest 
quality instruments.  Funds raised will 
contribute to purchasing a nine-foot 
Model D grand Steinway piano.

College of Fine Arts and Design 
NEWS

 Nationally recognized band conductor 
Gary Green, a UCO alumnus, returned to 
his home state January 19th to conduct the 
Oklahoma Intercollegiate Honor Band during 
its annual performance at the Oklahoma 
Music Educators Association (OkMEA) 
conference in Tulsa, Oklahoma. The band 
consists of Oklahoma college  students 
selected to represent the best of the state’s 
higher education music programs. Fifteen 
talented UCO band students were selected 
to accompany Green, the largest contingent 

 The F. Ann Shanks Outstanding Performer 
in Dance Award has been the most prestigious 
accolade given by the UCO Department of 
Dance since the award’s establishment in 1995.
 “The award is typically bestowed on the 
most outstanding all-around student based on 
academic excellence, technical proficiency and 
artistry,” explained Jill Priest, M.F.A., chair of 
the UCO Department of Dance.
 The award was established and financially 
supported by Shanks, the founder of the UCO 
Department of Dance.
 “Ann Shanks remains an integral part of 
the dance department and most students know 
her by name because she remains involved and 

 The UCO College of Fine Arts and Design 
is excited to present the inaugural UCO 
Department of Design fundraiser Squared 
Up from 5:30 – 8 p.m. on April 28 at the 
CHK|Central Boathouse in Oklahoma City, 
732 Riversport Dr.  This free and open-to-
the-public event will feature work by UCO 
design student, faculty and alumni – each 
piece evolves from the square theme and 
is available for purchase that evening.  
Attendees will also be able to enjoy a cash 
bar and heavy hors’devours while viewing an 
array of innovative and cutting-edge designs. 
 “The simplicity of this primary shape, 
the square, allows creative minds to produce 
something unique, thought provoking and 
attention grabbing,” said Ruki Ravikumar, 
M.F.A., associate dean of CFAD.  
 Outside of the unified square format, 
students, faculty and alumni have been left to 
their creative impulses and acumen to design 
2D or 3D pieces.  
 Highlighted pieces include the paper 
unicorn designed by UCO Department of 
Design Chair Amy Johnson, M.F.A.  This 
design, comprised of multiple 3D squares 
formed into a unicorn, is an homage 
to the mythical animal often viewed as 
representative of successful design students 
in the department.

Square Up with UCO Design 

of students selected from any Oklahoma 
university this year.
 “To come home to Oklahoma and to 
conduct such an important group of students 
as those in the Intercollegiate Band is a 
wonderful opportunity and an honor well 
beyond description,” said Green. “The students 
at UCO represented themselves professionally 
and with passion toward their task.”
 Green, recently retired from the Frost 
School of Music at the University of Miami, 

grew up in Sapulpa, Oklahoma. He spent 
four years of his undergraduate career at 
UCO, then known as Central State College, 
studying under band director Jack Sisson. He 
fondly recalls performing for conventions as a 
student, citing Central as “the most important 
source of inspiration and information during 
[my] collegiate years.”
 Green has appeared with regional, 
national and international bands as well as 
intercollegiate bands in all of the continental 
United States and Hawaii. He received the 
Phillip Frost Award for Excellence in Teaching 
and Scholarship in 2002 and joined the ranks 
of the Bands of America Hall of Fame in 2007. 
 “It was in school at Central State where 
my curiosity was first challenged and the 
beginning of my musical life began,” he said. 
 Brian Lamb, D.M.A., director of UCO’s 
School of Music, describes Green as a 
nationally recognized and respected band 
conductor. 
 “It was nice to have Oklahoma native 
son and Sapulpa High School graduate and 
Central alum Gary Green on the conductor’s 
podium,” Lamb concluded.

 “Often in mythology, only unicorns 
survive,” said Johnson. “To be a successful 
design student, one of the elite who survive, 
you have to possess a combination of traits, 
including being highly motivated, creative 
and forward moving. Not everyone has these 
necessary characteristics, thus the unicorn 
expression was born.” 
 More than a dozen unique versions of 
Johnson’s unicorn design will be available 
for purchase at Squared Up for only $25 each, 
alongside other pieces created by students 
and alumni.
 All design work available at Squared Up 
has been donated, enabling 100 percent of 
sales to benefit the Design Capital Projects 
and Improvements Fund.  The fund supports 
building and equipment improvements and 
expansion for the UCO Department of Design.
  

Founder of Department of Dance F. Ann Shanks, 
with CFAD Dean Pamela Washington.

Unicorn designed by Amy Johnson, available for purchase at Squared Up, on April 28.

invested in our program,” Priest said.
 In December, Shanks fully endowed the 
award at $10,000, ensuring that students will 
continue to benefit from her generosity in 
perpetuity. 
 “This award not only helps students 
financially but also serves as a great honor 
amongst their peers,” Priest said.  “Students 
are humbled and proud to receive the award 
in Ann Shank’s name because they know it is 
steeped in tradition and excellence.”

Fifteen UCO music students performed with Central alumnus Gary Green. 

Outstanding Performer in Dance Award Endowed
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To make a donation to any of these programs, contact Deborah Baucom at 405-974-3768 or dbaucom@uco.edu. 
To find out more information about the College of Fine Arts and Design visit: cfad.uco.edu

Jon Haque graduated in 2004 with a B.F.A. in Theatre 
Arts.  He currently serves as Business Director at Oklahoma 
City Repertory Theatre Company. Some of his professional 
accomplishments in the field include an Emmy Award in 2007 
for his performance and graphic design for a short television 
series on PBS.  Haque was added to the 2015 class of the 
Oklahoma Gazette’s and OKCbiz’s “40 Under 40,” a group 
recognized as Oklahoma City’s top young business leaders. His 
other professional affiliations include Oklahoma Shakespeare 
in the Park, and he is the co-founder of The Oklahoma Theatre 
Guild, a community group that supports local theatre.

• Join us for one of our favorite dance parties of the year: The Big 
Band Dance Spring Swing from 6-9 p.m. March 30 at the UCO Jazz Lab.  
All proceeds benefit the Jazz Studies Division Support Fund and will be 
met by a 3 to 1 match. 
• We are excited to celebrate all our generous scholarship donors at 
the annual CFAD Scholarship Awards Luncheon at 11:30 a.m. April 18 at 
the Nigh University Center Ballroom.  Scholarship donors will have the 
opportunity to meet the recipients who benefit from their generosity. 
• Closing out this year’s Broadway Tonight season is the voice of 
Disney’s Jasmine in “Aladdin” and Mulan in “Mulan,” Lea Salonga, 
at 7:30 p.m. May 2 in Mitchell Hall Theater.  Broadway Tonight is 
sponsored in part by the Oklahoma Arts Council.  
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The College of Fine Arts and Design recognizes our outstanding corporate supporters.  
Thank you for your investment in the arts at UCO!
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