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Lara Davis graduated in December with a 
degree in instrumental music education and a 
minor in jazz studies. She has since accepted 
a position at a 6A school in Tulsa teaching 
beginning woodwinds and jazz ensembles.

“My experience at UCO was equally as 
challenging as it was rewarding. I divided 
my time into as many ensembles as I could 
manage, and while I was extremely busy, I was 
able to immerse myself in a way I hadn’t before. 
With the help of my professors, I was able to 
teach classes in surrounding schools which 
helped me network with professionals as well 
as refine my teaching skills.”

Chris Shultz, a studio art major with a minor 
in art history, is excited to start the next chapter 
of his education at the University of Arkansas as 
a graduate student in their M.F.A. program.  

Looking back on his time at UCO, Chris 
reflects on those who were there to help him 
along the way, like art faculty Mike Litzau, 
M.F.A., and David Webber, M.F.A. “The UCO 
Art Department is phenomenal. The professors 
there have given me all the necessary skills, 
advice and support to allow me to become a 
strong candidate for graduate school. I couldn’t 
have done it without their support.”

Alexis Hendrix is a dance performance 
major who has already secured a position as a 
dancer for Norwegian Cruise Lines beginning 
in August. 

“The UCO Dance Department faculty are 
thoroughly invested in each of their students, 
ensuring we receive the best training and 
opportunities we can. My experience at UCO is 
the best I could have hoped for, and I’m happy 
I chose this institution. Through UCO, I found a 
community of dancers and artists who will be 
with me for the rest of my life, and I am truly 
grateful to every single one of them.”

Congrats to 
our Grads!

Graduating CFAD students part with 
experiences gained and exciting 
plans ahead:



Seen on the Scene
We love it when our donors and friends come out and support CFAD at our many events throughout the year. CFAD is one of the most visible colleges at UCO, 
with over 200 events each year. From musical performances to art gallery openings and more, we appreciate the support of the community and generosity of 
our patrons. Here are some memories from our favorite events of the 2017-18 academic year.
*All captions mention those photographed in order from left to right.

SCENE:Mitchell Education Center 
Grand Opening

Ted Honea, Ph.D., Rand Elliott, principal architect 
at Elliott+Associates, and Margaret Brisch, Ph.D., 
celebrate the opening of the Mitchell Education 
Center, the new 17,000 square foot addition to 
Mitchell Hall Theatre, on August 31.

SCENE: Dean Hansen’s 
Welcome Reception

Deborah Baucom and Larry Sherman, Ph.D., were 
spotted at the welcome reception for CFAD’s new 
Dean Steve Hansen, M.F.A., on November 16.

Emeritus Dean Pamela Washington, Ph.D., pauses for a 
photograph with the inaugural recipient of the Dr. Pamela 
Washington Scholarship for Art and Design and current 
Dean Steve Hansen, M.F.A., at the annual CFAD Scholarship 
Awards Luncheon on April 27.

SCENE: Fun Fund Trip
Leah and Larry Westmoreland, Ph.D., 
Margaret Brisch, Ph.D., KaDee Bramlett, 
D.M.A., Ralph Morris, D.M.A., Theodora 
Morris, Tess Remy-Schumacher, D.M.A., 
and David Morris accompanied 12 
orchestra students to the Chickasaw 
Cultural Center in Sulphur, Oklahoma, 
on April 14-15. The students learned 
about Chickasaw culture and music, with 
the opportunity to attend a master class 
with composer Jerod Tate.

SCENE: Continuum Show at the Melton Gallery

SCENE: Metro Music Fest

SCENE: CFAD Scholarship Awards Luncheon

President Betz shows 
his support for CFAD 
by attending the 
opening reception of 
the Continuum show 
featuring faculty artwork 
at the Melton Gallery on 
March 1.

Sandy and Steve Hansen, M.F.A., join Renee Wood-Vincent and Scott Vincent 
in the VIP area at Bricktown Brewery for Metro Music Fest on April 6.



CFAD Leadership:
CFAD Development congratulates Derek 
Brown, manager of the ACM@UCO Business 
Development Center, for his recent Tony 
Award nomination. Brown co-wrote the 
song “Tomorrow Is” with fellow Flaming Lips 
members Wayne Coyne and Steven Drozd 
for “SpongeBob SquarePants: The Broadway 
Musical,” which was nominated for Best 
Original Score (Music and/or Lyrics) Written 
for the Theatre.

CFAD Departments:
In March, Jazz Ensemble I tied for 1st place 
at the Next Generation Jazz Festival and 
has consequently been invited to play at 
the 61st annual Monterey Jazz Festival 
on September 21-23, 2018. The festival, 
held annually at the Monterey County 
Fairgrounds in Monterey, California, is 
the longest-running jazz festival in the 
world with more than 500 top jazz artists 
set to perform throughout the weekend. 
The festival was voted “World’s Best Jazz 
Festival” by readers of JazzTimes magazine.

Noteworthy Events:
On March 8, the UCO Department of 
Design celebrated the grand opening 
of the Pop-Up Shop at the Department 
Store. Visitors filled the Letterpress and 
Prototyping Lab, enjoying refreshments 
and printing demonstrations while 
perusing a variety of designs, illustrations 
and artwork by local creatives, students, 
alumni and faculty. The event benefitted 
the Design Capital Projects and 
Improvements Fund, which is dedicated 
to the updating of equipment and 
facilities. Thank you for joining us in 
support of the UCO design program! 

Your Support in Action:
With your support, CFAD will award over 
100 scholarships totaling more than 
$150,000 for the 2018-19 academic 
year. Scholarship recipients and donors 
met and mingled at the annual CFAD 
Scholarship Awards Luncheon on April 
27. Inaugural awards were announced 
for scholarships established or endowed 
during the 2017-18 academic year, 
including the Dr. Pamela Washington 
Endowed Scholarship for Fine Arts 
and Design, the Mildred Lorene Davis 
Endowed Scholarship for Dance and 
the Elvis and Wildred Rhodes Endowed 
Scholarship for Arts Education.

College of Fine Arts 
and Design 

NEWS
Summer has arrived to the 

University of Central Oklahoma, 
and with it, the spirit of 
revitalization. Students catch their 
breath after the whirlwind of final 
exams, faculty dive into summer 
projects and newly-minted college 
graduates exit the Old North 
gateway, embarking on their 
next stage of life. An atmosphere 
of reflection has supplanted the 
frenzy of the academic year, and the 
campus readily sets course for another successful year.
  Steering the College of Fine Arts and Design 
(CFAD) is Dean Steven Lee Hansen, M.F.A. Though 
only a year has passed since Dean Hansen joined 
CFAD, the breadth of significant events in this short 
time has been remarkable. With the opening of the 
Mitchell Education Center, a record-breaking fundraiser 
for the All-Steinway Initiative, winning 81 American 
Advertising Awards across the design department, 
witnessing Jazz Ensemble I earn the opportunity to 
headline the Monterey Jazz Festival and awarding the 
most scholarship funds in the history of the college, 
there was no shortage of memorable moments in the 
dean’s first year.

 Immediately, Dean Hansen immersed himself 
in the heart of CFAD. A familiar fixture at student 
performances, he attended over 150 CFAD events 

The University of Central Oklahoma campus was 
flooded with activity as students, faculty and university 
administrators gathered from across the country for 
the National Conference on Undergraduate Research 
(NCUR). From April 4-7, thousands of participants 
were engaged in presentations of scholarly research, 
workshops, speeches and a collaborative art exhibition.  

As the first NCUR hosted in Oklahoma, this 
conference presented the unique opportunity for the 
College of Fine Arts and Design (CFAD) to showcase 
our exceptional programs to our peer institutions 
from all around the nation. While some CFAD students 
were selected to present their research, others 
demonstrated their learning in a different way entirely. 
More than 70 student bands performed in the official 
entertainment event of the conference, ACM@UCO’s 
Metro Music Fest. At this festival celebrating live music 
from a diverse range of genres, NCUR participants 
immersed themselves in the Oklahoma City music 
scene, witnessed internationally-recognized headliners 
like The Revolution and enjoyed performances by 
our wonderfully gifted ACM@UCO students. 

The incredible offerings at NCUR were made 
possible by the support of our valued sponsors. Thanks 

Dean Hansen’s First Year

NCUR and Metro Music Fest

to our generous community partners, the transformative 
learning opportunities at NCUR made a lasting impact 
for the thousands that convened to experience it.

over the course of the year, engaging 
directly with the programs that power 
the local arts community. Whether 
capturing audiences in Mitchell Hall, 
celebrating Oklahoma musicians in 
the UCO Jazz Lab or supplying talent 
and technical knowledge at venues 
across the city, CFAD’s presence is 
undeniable. “UCO students, faculty 
and graduates are the lifeblood of 
the arts in the Oklahoma City Metro,” 
said Dean Hansen. “Our community 

is in the midst of a cultural renaissance, and CFAD is a 
primary driving force.”

  Now well-embedded in the CFAD family, Dean 
Hansen has leveraged his knowledge of our programs 
to identify our greatest needs and outline a range of 
objectives to strive for as he enters his second year. 
For some goals, like becoming an All-Steinway School, 
we have already made considerable progress. Others 
will require a sustained effort, such as building a 
performing arts center. These aims are ambitious, but 
the generosity of our friends has made the improbable 
possible. “We have a wonderful group of donors who 
really believe in the mission of CFAD and what we do 
here,” said Dean Hansen. When strong leadership is 
met with community support, the possibilities for the 
future of CFAD are limitless.
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To make a donation to any of these programs, contact Deborah Baucom at 405-974-3718 or dbaucom@uco.edu. 
To find out more information about the College of Fine Arts and Design visit: cfad.uco.edu

 Since graduating from Central with a B.F.A. in Studio Art in 2009, Kelly 
Rogers received the honor of being selected in the competitive Oklahoma 
Visual Arts Coalition Art365 and was featured in “Art Focus.” This past April, 
Rogers stepped into the role of co-management of the Current Co-Op, a shared 
studio space in Oklahoma City supported by a collective of visual artists. 
 “My art career would not be the same without the support and mentorship 
of the professors at CFAD,” Rogers said. “The fine art studio was so much more 
than a classroom for me; it was the proving ground where I was able to test my 
ideas and build craftsmanship. It was the center of a creative community where I 
could exchange feedback with my peers and mentors.  It was a place where I felt 
free to make mistakes, learn and grow.”
 Be sure to check out Rogers’ landmark exhibit “Tales of Woah” – which 
engages in the conversation of abuse of Oklahoma girls – at the Melton Gallery 
this upcoming fall.

• UCO’s Broadway Tonight is proud to partner with Summerstock Productions to 
present “My Fair Lady,” the classic tale of a poor Cockney flower girl who learns to 
speak like a refined lady. Tony, Emmy and Academy Award-winner Tony Walton will 
serve as guest director and designer, bringing this beloved story to the Mitchell Hall 
Theatre June 1-3 and June 8-10. For tickets, call 405-974-3375 or visit 
www.mitchellhalltheatre.com.
• UCO’s summer arts camps kick off June 6. Offerings include a wide range of 
weeklong camps like Drama Day Camp, ACM@UCO Rock Camp, Summer Jazz Camp 
and more. To register, visit ocae.uco.edu.
• Join us for the UCO Summer Dance Workshop June 11-15. This week-long 
intensive workshop will feature daily classes in ballet, modern, hip-hop, jazz and aerial 
dance with nationally-recognized guest artist Mike Esperanza. Additional guests include 
Hillary McAlister, Audrey Johnston, Austin Neives and Alana Murray. Classes will be 
held in the Mitchell Education Center and the Health and Physical Education building. 
Registration is $225 and can be purchased online at ocae.uco.edu. 

Upcoming Events
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The College of Fine Arts and Design recognizes our outstanding corporate supporters.  
Thank you for your investment in the arts at UCO!
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