
JUNE 2016

Scholarship Fund Drive

Your Support in Action

COLLEGE
OF FINE

& DESIGN

Oklahoma’s community, both transplants 
and natives, have always worked 

together to weather the storm.  It is evident 
every April and May during tornado 
season.  It is evident every semester as 
students, faculty and staff work together 
to overcome academic challenges and 
build the future generation.  And now we 
will prove our ability to come together and 
weather the storm again as we ride out 
Oklahoma’s current economic situation.
 Budget cuts and a challenging economy 
will necessitate an increase in tuition and 
fees in the coming years, sparking the 
need for increased scholarship funds.  
Already generously donated scholarships 
have helped relieve the financial strain of 
school, and as tuition and fees unavoidably 
increase due to reduced budgets, we 
hope to continue this relief in 2016 with a 
renewed focus on scholarship fundraising.

“Throughout history, the 
arts have held communities 
together during financial 
strains, whether through the 
entertainment of theatre and 
movies, the comfort of music, the 
therapies of art, the enjoyment 
of movement and dance, or the 
problem solving of design.” 
   -President Don Betz

 UCO has always notably provided 
an affordable and quality education 
within the state and region, proudly 
attracting a large working class and 
nontraditional student population.  
 Kicking off this renewed focus on 
scholarships, the College of Fine Arts and 
Design will hold a weeklong phonathon 
July 11-15.  This Fund Drive will benefit 
scholarships available to CFAD students.

“Scholarships keep passion and 
education alive, and we look forward 
to replenishing this assistance, 
especially during this challenging 
time, thanks to our donors’ generosity 
and commitment,” Betz explained.
 We hope you will accept a phone call 
from one of our students during the Fund 
Drive this July and support a scholarship.
 “Funds raised will be used for need-
based scholarships in all our acedemic 
departments,” said Deborah Baucom, CFAD 
development manager. “It is our goal to 
help our talented and deserving students 
stay in school and not let a shortfall in 
funds prohibit their success.”  
 For questions, please contact Baucom 
at 405-974-3718 or dbaucom@uco.
edu.  Also, feel free to visit www.uco.edu/
foundation/make-a-gift/index.asp.



 During CFAD alumnus Vicki 
VanStavern’s lauded career as an interior 
designer, she has accomplished a great deal 
from designing international complexes 
overseas to running her own successful 
firm since 1984.  With the philosophy 
of providing interior designs that have 
a substantial and lasting impact on the 
user’s well-being, health, competence, 
self-esteem and enjoyment, VanStavern 
has designed professionally for more than 
30 years since going back to school and 
redefining herself after raising a family. 
 A few landmark projects for VanStavern 
have included designing the interior of 
the Oklahoma City Museum of Art, the 
Office of the Oklahoma Attorney General, 
OU Gaylord Hall College of Journalism 
and Mass Communications and the 
Anadolu Health Village in Gebze, Turkey.  
With each project, the VanStavern Design 
Group has listened intently to the needs 
and desires of clients to create a space 
that empowers people to be their best.
 Recently, VanStavern has applied 
her talents as a designer to the 
philanthropic sector, working alongside 
previous employee and CFAD alumnus 
Joli Sanders with the nonprofit 
organization Focus on Home.

Focus on Home

Vicki VanStavern (left) and a family impacted  by Focus on Home (right) .

 Focus on Home designs and furnishes 
the interior of homes for families recovering 
from hard times and rebuilding a brighter 
future – whether overcoming addiction, an 
abusive relationship or natural disasters.  
This service is provided free of charge to 
those who have found themselves in need 
of assistance as they get back on their feet.
 “We receive referrals from organizations 
like the Oklahoma Department of 
Human Services, Catholic Charities 
and YWCA regarding families who 
are working really hard to overcome 
incredible obstacles,” said VanStavern.
 “A lot of these families are still 
struggling to keep the lights turned 
on, much less turn their house into 
a home for themselves and their 
children.  So, this gives us an opportunity 
to lend some help, contribute our 
talents and elevate the community 
around us.” VanStavern continued.
 Since its inception in August 
2014, Focus on Home has 
already helped 58 families. 
 “Turning these houses into homes 
for these families helps break the 
reoccurring cycle trauma can induce.  
It helps give the boost these families 
need to stay on the positive path,” said 

Sanders, founder of Focus on Home.  
 CFAD is continually proud of its 
alumni, the success they have achieved 
and the communities they have 
helped, with VanStavern a shining 
example of making a difference 
through her education and talents.
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CFAD Leadership:
UCO’s Director of Jazz Studies Brian 
Gorrell presented at the prestigious 
North American Saxophone Alliance 
International Conference this past March.  
Gorrell was one of twenty saxophonists/
educators from around the world selected 
to present.  He lectured on developing jazz 
vocabulary for the modern saxophonist.

CFAD Departments:
The UCO Department of Design won 
96 Student ADDY Awards at the local 
competition and 29 Student ADDY Awards 
at the regional level.  The ADDY Awards 
are the advertising industry’s largest 
and most representative competition, 
attracting more that 50,000 entries 
every year.  This three-tier national 
competition recognizes and rewards 
creative excellence by students.  CFAD 
student winners at the regional level will 
advance to the national level this month. 

Noteworthy Events:
CFAD held its third annual Scholarship 
Award Luncheon to honor our generous 
scholarship donors and the talent and 
academic achievement of our student 
recipients. This year we awarded roughly 
$85,000 to more than 90 students in 
CFAD. The scholarship donors were able to 
meet the students whose lives they have 
touched with their thoughtful contributions. 
Thank you to all who attended this year’s 
luncheon and who contribute every 
year to the education of our students.

Your Support in Action:
Thank you to all who supported and 
attended the seventh annual ACM@
UCO Metro Music Fest. Thanks to your 
commitment and love for the arts, ACM@
UCO was able to host more than 60 student 
bands with national headliners such as 
Dan Deacon, Parker Millsap and Wild Child. 
Because of your support, ACM@UCO is 
able to continue to provide free, quality 
entertainment to the community and 
educational opportunities for our students.
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 This past spring, more than a dozen 
Central dance alumni living in Los Angeles 
leaped at the opportunity to meet with 
UCO dance lecturer Hui Cha Poos for the 
department’s first alumni reunion in the City 
of Angels.
 The group met at the Aroma Bakery Café 
in the southern California city and spent hours 
enjoying good food, good drinks and even 
better company.
 “The idea behind the trip was to 
strengthen the dialogue between our alumni, 
who are currently working in every facet of the 
entertainment industry in Los Angeles, and 
the department, so the dance faculty can help 
current students easily plug into a community 
of their peers once they graduate,” said Poos.
 This alumni group has landed gigs 

throughout L.A., performing with renowned 
dance companies, working on hit television 
shows such as “The Voice,” making debuts in 
Hollywood films and touring with aerial acts, 
among other things.
 “So much of the dance industry is 
networking, so helping our graduating 
students make connections with our working 
alumni puts those students at an advantage,” 
Poos explained.
 “It’s also nice for our alumni to reconnect 
and share stories with each other.  This 
industry is very competitive, and building on 
those established friendships helps keep you 
going when life gets hard.”
 Central’s Department of Dance looks 
forward to continuing a strong relationship 
between the department and its alumni.

 Fifty-three Central students were granted the enriching opportunity of performing on 
a national level this past March, thanks to their hard work, the dedication of School of Music 
faculty and the support of UCO’s Annual Fund.  The UCO Wind Symphony was invited as one 
of six ensembles to perform at the College Band Directors National Association (CBDNA) 
conference.  This invitation was extended after a blind audition and enabled UCO Wind 
Symphony students to travel to Boulder, Colorado, during their Spring Break to perform. 
“It was an honor to be given the experience of performing at the CBDNA Conference with the 
UCO Wind Symphony. The group has come such a long way and we were proud to showcase 
it to so many experienced and well-respected innovators in our field,” said Faith Skinner, 
UCO music education major.  
 While students and faculty dedicated 
themselves to competing at this prestigious, 
national level, donors of the UCO Annual 
Fund helped make this experience a reality 
through their generous financial support. 
 “To all of our generous donors, we cannot 
thank you enough for your contributions and 
support of our education,” concluded Skinner.

The Department of 
Dance’s LA Trip

The Wind Symphony in Colorado
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To make a donation to any of these programs, contact Deborah Baucom at 405-974-3768 or dbaucom@uco.edu. 
To find out more information about the College of Fine Arts and Design visit: cfad.uco.edu

Garrett and Ashton Starks graduated from ACM@UCO 
in 2014 with Associate of Arts and Sciences degrees in 
Contemporary Music Performance. The Starks spent two years 
renovating and sourcing equipment while finishing school, 
and in June 2015, they opened Castle Row Studios, the first 
and only recording studio of its kind located in Del City. They 
held call back auditions for “The Voice” which served as their 
first client. Since then, they have worked with notable artists 
such as Kanye West, Keri Hilson and Serge Ibaka and have 
worked on film scores such as “Te Ata” and “Gosnell.” Ashton 
serves as studio manager and coordinates artist development 
for multiple artists, while Garrett is chief engineer. They have 
two children and currently reside in Edmond.

• Come see Summerstock’s production of Stephen Sondheim’s Tony Award-winning 
musical “Into the Woods”, directed and choreographed by Steven Smeltzer and live at 
UCO’s Mitchell Hall Theatre. Performances will be Friday, June 17 at 8 p.m., Saturday, 
June 18 at 2 p.m. and 8 p.m. and Sunday, June 19 at 2 p.m. For tickets, please call the 
Mitchell Hall Box Office at 405-974-3375 or visit www.mitchehalltheatre.com 
• Movies@Mitchell will be returning to a theatre near you beginning in July. Movies 
include “Annie”, “Mary Poppins”, “An American in Paris”, “The Wizard of Oz”, and 
“Oklahoma!” Each movie will be shown at 7:30 p.m. on Saturdays beginning July 9 
through August 6. Admission is free and open to the public and will be held at Mitchell 
Hall Theatre. 
• UCO’s Oklahoma Center for Arts Education summer arts camps will begin taking the 
stage June 6. Weeklong camps through June and July will include ACM@UCO Rock 
Camps, High School Drama Camps, Art, Dance, Design and Music Workshops, among 
others. Prices range from $150-$200 for the week, and space is filling up quickly. For 
more information, please contact Ines Burnham at 405-974-3784 or ocae@uco.edu. 

Upcoming Events
A

LU
M

N
I I

N
 T

H
E 

SP
O

TL
IG

H
T

The College of Fine Arts and Design recognizes our outstanding corporate supporters.  Thank you 
for your investment in the arts at UCO!
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