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Founded in 1890 as one of the state’s first institutions 
of higher learning, the University of Central 

Oklahoma is proud to celebrate 125 years throughout 
2015 with signature events, a speaker series and the 
grand opening of the CHK|Central Boathouse.  CFAD 
will contribute to this year of celebration with innovative 
performances and fine art and design showcases.  
   CFAD’s first UCO@125 event, a special showing 
titled “A Step Back in Time,” opened this month in our 
Melton Gallery. In partnership with Archives and Special 
Collections, this exhibit of UCO Archive Photography 
showcases life at the turn of the century on campus. The 
exhibit will continue through March 5.
Later this spring, all students, faculty, staff, alumni and 
community members are invited to join us at the opening 
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of the CHK|Central Boathouse, held on Saturday, April 18.  
The celebration will include an opening row-by featuring 
the UCO rowing team, tours of the Boathouse, student and 
faculty performances, family activities and food trucks.
   Throughout the year, the campus and community can 
purchase commemorative UCO@125 merchandise. Part of 
the proceeds from sales will go towards benefiting Bronchos 
Helping Bronchos, a fund that provides emergency funding to 
UCO students in crisis.
   CFAD will have many signature events throughout the 
year on the UCO campus, at the UCO Jazz Lab, at the ACM 
performance lab and the CHK|Central Boathouse. We hope 
you will join in the celebration and attend many of the college’s 
scheduled exhibits, performances and concerts. For more 
information about UCO@125, please visit www.uco.edu/125.

Just like Romeo and 

Juliet...performers and 

audiences are meant to be 

together, and when they 

are kept apart, well let’s just 

say it isn’t pretty.  I invite 

you to indulge your love 

of the arts and design by 

attending one additional 

event this semester.  Your 

attendance, the gift of your 

presence, is incredibly 

valuable to our students.  

They need an audience. 

Our students need to 

know that the community 

will support them after 

graduation, so please 

give them the gift of your 

attendance. Also, why not 

take a chance on a new 

love and attend an event 

in a discipline you don’t 

usually support—you never 

know—it could be love at 

first event.
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  from 
the  Dean



When Ralph Duncan and Randy Ceynar 
graduated from UCO, they had no idea their 

love of education, music and giving back to the 
community would keep them connected to UCO. 
   In October 2012, these two Central alumni 
opened Something Special Floral & Gifts in 
Oklahoma City, which sells gifts for all ages and 
flowers for all occasions. Once they heard about 
the Build Mitchell Hall campaign, they knew that 
giving back to their alma mater through their 
business was the perfect way to support CFAD.
   “Mitchell Hall brings back many fond 

memories,” said Duncan. 
   “It was where I had my first live theatre 
experience at the age of seven.  I performed 
there as a student and later on my students, 
who I taught for 42 years, would perform there.”
   When customers make a purchase and 
mention Mitchell Hall or UCO, Something 
Special Floral & Gifts will provide a 10% 
discount as well as 10% of net sales to the Build 
Mitchell Hall campaign. During the holidays 
and throughout the year, always remember 
Something Special for that someone special.

Something Special Floral and Gifts

2015 marks the 40th year that the UCO 
Kaleidoscope Dance Company has engaged, 
entertained and educated audiences with its 
varied repertoire of modern dance, ballet, jazz, 
tap, folk and theatre dance.  Under the tutelage 
of former Department of Dance chair F. Ann 
Shanks, the Kaleidoscope Dancers debuted in 
1965 as UCO’s first touring dance company. 
Shanks chose the name “Kaleidoscope” to 
describe the company’s multifaceted repertoire, 
which was unique at the time when compared 
with most companies that performed strictly ballet 
or modern dance.   
   As a touring company, Kaleidoscope offers 
an outreach component to their performance 
engagements, traveling to schools throughout 
the state and educating high school students 
through workshops and classes.  
   “This has been and continues to be a win/
win for all involved,” explained Tina Kambour, 
director of the Kaleidoscope Dance Company 
since 2012.  
   “Our Kaleidoscope Dancers take pleasure 
in sharing their knowledge with students from 
the schools we visit, and these high school 
students love learning from our dancers,” 
Kambour continued.

   The Kaleidoscope Dance Company also 
participates in regional and national dance 
festivals and cultural exchanges, providing 
Central students with opportunities to learn 
from teachers all over the world and perform 
alongside dance students from different regions, 
backgrounds and social groups.  
   “The first time a Kaleidoscope dance student 
goes to one of these festivals or conferences, 
it is an amazing experience for them,” 
explained Kambour. 
   “They get to see what other students are 
performing, learn from all these other teachers 
and guest artists and gain exposure to what is 
happening in the dance world at large.”
   Since its inception, the Kaleidoscope Dance 
Company has traveled and performed in 
festivals throughout the United States including 
the American College Dance Festival (ACDF), 
which facilitates annual festivals in 12 regions.  
In addition to offering learning opportunities 
through master classes, ACDF also provides 
performance opportunities where collegiate 
dance companies can be adjudicated.  Twice, 
the Kaleidoscope Dancers have been selected 
to perform on a national level at the Kennedy 
Center in Washington D.C.

   Throughout the last 40 years, the Kaleidoscope 
Dancers have also represented UCO on the 
international stage.  In 2008, the Kaleidoscope 
Dance Company was one of only a handful 
of university dance troupes invited to perform 
in Mexico at the Performatica.  Kaleidoscope 
students have also participated in study tours and 
cultural exchanges with destinations including 
London, Paris and Dublin. These performance 
opportunities are among the most impactful 
educational experiences a student can have. 
    “Being a part of the Kaleidoscope Dance 
Company made my experience at UCO, and it is 
actually what drew me to UCO in the first place,” 
said Sydney Jennings, 2014 Central graduate 
and current dance instructor at Sadler Art 
Academy in Muskogee, Oklahoma.  
   “Since graduation, I’ve drawn from lessons 
learned while performing in the company again 
and again as a new dance instructor.”
   To celebrate 40 years on stage at UCO and 
across the world, the Kaleidoscope Dance 
Company will present a concert featuring a 
retrospective of student and faculty favorites at 
7:30 p.m. April 9-11 at Mitchell Hall Theatre. 
To join us in celebrating this momentous 
anniversary, please call the Mitchell Hall Box 
Office for tickets at 405-974-3375.

Kaleidoscope’s 40th Anniversary



CFAD’s Oklahoma Center for Arts Education (OCAE) 
provides art outreach opportunities to members of the 

community.  One endeavor especially close to the hearts of 
those at OCAE is the outreach project at Wings Special Needs 
Community.  OCAE provides free, continual arts education 
in the arenas of art, dance, design, music and theatre to the 
18-years-or-older special needs community of Wings.  
   “I developed the program with Wings because I believe that 
consistent arts influence allows this community of special needs 
students to experience creativity and individualism at its finest,” 
said Ines Burnham, director of OCAE.  “I love watching these 
students dive into their arts classes with excitement each week.”

ACM@UCO will host its fifth annual “ACM@UCO Metro 
Music Fest” on Friday April 10, 2015. Drawing an audience 

of more than 15,000 “Metro Music Fest” will feature students 
from ACM@UCO and bands from around Oklahoma for a night 
of music and entertainment throughout Bricktown. Admission to 
all the venues and stages will be free and open to the public.
   “This year’s Metro Music Fest will celebrate great artists from 
Oklahoma,” said Scott Booker, CEO and executive director of 
ACM@UCO.  “We will have stages based on specific themes 
that go along with Oklahoma’s rich, eclectic music history.”
   To support our students as they perform and ensure this event 
remains free for the community, please see enclosed envelope.

The College of Fine Arts and Design is perpetually 
grateful to donors and patrons whose support makes 

a monumental difference in the lives of our students and 
faculty. In appreciation of one special donor whose support 
has transformed the School of Music’s Center for Historical 
Performance, university leaders have approved the official 
naming of the program after the Brisch family.
   “Margaret Brisch’s support has not just had an affect, it’s had 
a strong emotional impact, knowing there is someone who truly 
cares about what we truly care about,” said Ted Honea, D.M.A., 
academic coordinator for the Center.
   “I don’t know if the dream of a Center for Historical 
Performance could have been realized without Margaret’s 
support,” said Tess Remy-Schumacher, D.M.A., general 
coordinator for the Center.
    The Brisch Center for Historical Performance will celebrate its 
naming with a free and open-to-the-public concert performed by 

CFAD Leadership:
Under the leadership of Central assistant 
professor of theatre arts Kato Buss, Ph.D., 
the UCO Department of Theatre Arts’ 
production of “Woyzeck” has been selected 
as a regional finalist for the Kennedy 
Center American College Theatre Festival.  
Directed by Buss, “Woyzeck” is one of six 
collegiate productions from more than 100 
participating entries invited to perform at the 
regional festival this month. 

CFAD Departments:
Last semester, eight ACM@UCO faculty 
members received certifications in music 
and recording software. Music production 
faculty member Dustin Ragland recently 
became a “Certified Trainer” for the Ableton 
Live Certification.  Other faculty members 
became 101/110 trainers on Pro Tools 
software, a music production toolkit created 
by Avid.  These certifications brand ACM@
UCO as an even more unique and reputable 
school for prospective students to attend.

Noteworthy Events:
The Department of Dance held the 5th 
annual High School Dance Festival on 
Central’s campus this past November, 
sponsored in part by the Oklahoma Arts 
Council.  The High School Dance Festival 
afforded high school dance students from 
the metropolitan area the opportunity to 
learn a variety of dance styles as well as 
perform with collegiate and professional 
dance companies. 

Your Support in Action:
Our annual Toast the Maestro event, held 
last November, raised an unprecedented 
$56,210 benefitting the All-Steinway School 
Initiative. This allowed CFAD to purchase 
two more Steinway upright pianos for the 
School of Music and left us well on our way to 
purchasing another. The All-Steinway School 
Initiative provides pianos of the highest-quality 
for students studying in our School of Music.
   
In December, CFAD received a $75,000 grant 
from the Robert Glenn Rapp Foundation in 
support of the Build Mitchell Hall campaign. 
Long-time supporters of the college, the Rapp 
Foundation’s newest gift will underwrite a new 
Green Room in Mitchell Hall.
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faculty and students at 2 p.m. April 20 in the 
Radke Fine Arts Theatre located on campus.
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To make a donation to any of these programs, contact development manager Deborah Baucom 
at 405-974-3718  or dbaucom@uco.edu. To find out more information about the 

College of Fine Arts and Design visit: www.uco.edu/cfad

The College of Fine Arts 
and Design Recognizes our 
Outstanding Corporate 
Supporters.  Thank you for 
your investment in the arts 
at UCO!
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K
yle Darling graduated from UCO in 2011 with a B.F.A. in graphic design 
and a minor in art and art history. As a student, Darling remembers long 

sessions in the computer lab printing and cutting. 
   “The professional advice from the faculty was next to none,” said Darling. 
“There was a noticeable improvement between my work in my first and last 
years at UCO.”
   Darling is currently a graphic designer at CSSI Marketing + Culinary in 
Chicago, Illinois, where he focuses on video editing and motion graphics.

• The greater Edmond community, patrons of the arts 
and CFAD supporters are invited to join us for an Open 
House event at Mitchell Hall Theatre on Friday, March 
27. Full plans for the Mitchell Hall renovation will be 
presented from lead architect Rand Elliott and others 
from Elliott + Associates Architects. Stay tuned for 
more details! 

• The CHK|Central Boathouse, located downtown 
on the Oklahoma River, will hosts its day-long 
Grand Opening Community Event April 18, featuring 
performances from CFAD faculty and students.

• Come see the premiere exhibit of CFAD’s Political 
Cartoon Collection, opening April 23 in Melton Gallery 
with a reception from 4-6 p.m.

• Broadway Tonight will present the world premiere of 
Rising Starr: Kay Starr, A Life in Song” at 7:30 p.m. 
May 15-17 at Mitchell Hall Theatre.

Upcoming Events

ARTIST IN THE SPOTLIGHT


