
With summer being the season of travel 
for many students and faculty members, 

16 students of the UCO Chamber Orchestra 
embarked overseas this past May to participate 
in a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity: performing 
a three-concert series throughout Bavaria, 
Germany, alongside seasoned professionals, 
including world-renowned guitarist Stefan Grasse.
As part of the itinerary, the students performed 
a world premiere of award-winning German 
composer Heinrich Hartle’s concerto for guitar, 
orchestra and percussion, as well as American 
literature pieces.
   “The whole experience was life changing and 
transformative for our students,” said Hong Zhu, 
D.M.A., conductor of the UCO Chamber Orchestra.
   “These students got to experience first-hand 
what it is like to be a professional musician, 
performing in the cultural center of the symphonic 
realm, Germany.  That type of opportunity not 

only equips our students to compete in the job 
market of music post graduation, but it also 
exposes our students to culture, a key element of 
any art form,” Zhu continued.
   During the trip, students gained insight visiting 
the cultural centerpieces of Bavaria, including 
the medieval town squares of Nuremberg and 
Weissinburg and the Baroque cathedrals of 
Regensburg, among other sights.
   “Art doesn’t exist in a vacuum,” said Ralph 
Morris, D.M.A., Central professor of music and 
accompanying faculty member for the Germany trip.
   “Any chance our students have to see firsthand 
the things they’ve grown up learning in music, 
art and humanities textbooks helps shape their 
musicianship, their emotion in performance, their 
overall education,” Morris concluded. 
   This trip was made affordable for students 
thanks to generous donations given to the UCO 
Foundation in support of student travel.  For 
information about how you can support CFAD 
student travel, contact Deborah Baucom at  
405-974-3718 or dbaucom@uco.edu.

FALL 2014

The UCO Concert Chorale traveled to Brazil 
this past July to perform in the Fifth Annual 

Campina Grande International Music Festival.
One of only four university choirs invited to 
perform at this international festival, the UCO 
Concert Chorale performed a survey of American 
musical literature.
   Students were also able to attend workshops 
held by leading musicians from Brazil, France 
and the United States.
   “Students only had to pay a fraction of the 
cost thanks to monetary support from the UCO 
Foundation,” said Karl Nelson, D.M.A., Central 
associate professor of voice and conductor for 
the UCO Concert Chorale.
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“Experience, travel – these are 
an education in themselves.”
                -Euripides

UCO Concert Chorale members who performed in Brazil.

Students performing in Bavaria.

Central faculty with composer Hartle and guitarist Grasse.



ACM Rocks Recruitment
The Academy of Contemporary Music at the 

University of Central Oklahoma (ACM@
UCO) is inviting 12 of Oklahoma’s top high 
school bands to compete in ACM@UCO’s 
first-ever High School Battle of the Bands 
on November 7-8, 2014 at the ACM@UCO 
Performance Lab. 
   ACM@UCO will give high school bands the 
opportunity to showcase original material and 
compete to perform in the final round for great 
prizes, such as recording packages, electronic 
press kits, gift certificates and ACM@UCO 

scholarships.  A panel of industry professionals 
will judge each round.  
   “This inaugural ACM@UCO Battle of the Bands 
will be a great opportunity for high school students 
to explore what we have here at the Academy,” 
said Scott Booker, CEO of ACM@UCO.  
   “We hope that students from all over the 
metro, as well as the entire state and region, 
enter the contest so they can see what the 
Academy and UCO overall is all about.” 
   During that weekend, ACM@UCO will also 
host music industry workshops at the  

ACM@UCO main campus. Students will be 
able to learn about different revenue streams in 
today’s music business, explore the important 
roles of artist managers, booking agents, tour 
managers, entertainment lawyers and music 
producers and the importance of building a 
team of expert music professionals. 
   To learn more about ACM@UCO’s outreach 
programs or to support participants in Battle of 
the Bands, contact Kearney Cole 405-974-3778 
or kcole13@uco.edu.

Thanks for helping us impact students in our community
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Between Friends:

Important Partnership

The Melton Gallery has an exciting year in store 
for all, beginning with a private viewing of the 

Political Cartoon Collection just for Friends of the 
Melton from 5-7 p.m. Aug. 27.

CFAD Leadership:
Former chair for the Department of Art, 
Charleen Weidell, M.F.A., accepted the 
position of Assistant Dean for Student 
Success of the College of Fine Arts and 
Design.  Brian Lamb, D.M.A., has been 
promoted to director of the School of Music.  
David Maxwell, M.F.A., will serve as the 
interim chair for the Department of Art for the 
2014-2015 academic year.

CFAD Departments:
With UCO’s Build Mitchell Hall Campaign 
kicking off this year, CFAD first turned to 
our own to solicit support for an endeavor 
that will double the size of Central’s historic 
performance venue.  We are proud to inform 
you that CFAD faculty and staff have already 
raised more than $10,000 for the campaign 
and are currently well on their way towards a 
goal of 100% participation.

Noteworthy Events:
On June 22, KUCO 90.1 FM held a special 
open house at the JRB Gallery at the Elms 
in the Paseo Art District to honor members 
of the radio station. To learn more about 
how you can support KUCO by becoming a 
member of the station, please visit 
www.kucofm.com.

Your Support in Action:
Last year, CFAD donors established the 
Student Success in the Arts and Design 
Fund, a scholarship fund earmarked to 
quickly assist our students when they 
experienced unexpected financial difficulties 
unmet through financial aid or annual 
scholarships. Thanks to our generous 
donors, we were able to assist two students 
in their time of greatest need last year.  For 
more information or to support this vital fund, 
please see the inserted envelope. 

College of Fine Arts 
and Design NEWS

Melton Gallery Promises 
an Exciting Season

The Oklahoma Arts Council (OAC) has been 
a much-appreciated benefactor to CFAD 

throughout the years.  The official state agency 
for the support and development of the arts, the 
OAC continues to cultivate and fund Oklahoma’s 
thriving arts environment.  
   This year, the OAC awarded CFAD $10,500 
in grants to support five of our programs.  
Broadway Tonight received funding for its 
themed season “Oklahoma Voices,” featuring 
KT Sullivan, Jimmy Webb, Sandi Patty and the 
world premiere of “Rising Starr: Kay Starr, a Life 

in Song.”  The UCO Dance Department received 
funding for the annual High School Dance 
Festival, a weekend workshop that provides 
community high school students the opportunity 
to learn a variety of dance styles taught by 
professionals.  The Center for Historical 
Performance received funding for a weekend 
outreach program that will provide workshops 
and performances on Historical Performance, 
the new wave of classical music.  The Oklahoma 
Center for Arts Education (OCAE) received 
funding for two programs.  The Children’s Opera 
Outreach provides area youth the opportunity to 
be immersed in a fun and transformative operatic 
experience chock-full of craft time and exciting 
age appropriate performances.  OCAE’s Special 
Needs Outreach program will provide “Wings,” a 
special needs facility for adults 18+, with consistent 
arts education. 
  The University of Central Oklahoma is grateful 
for the OAC’s generosity and their long history of 
supporting CFAD and all arts in Oklahoma.

   Consisting of 51 original newspaper cartoons, 
some of which were drawn by Pulitzer Prize-
winners, this collection is guaranteed to give its 
audience an exciting, historical look at the first half 
of the 20th century.
   Other exhibitions to look forward to this academic 
year include: “A Fragile Existence,” a collection of 
imagery depicting a battle with cancer by Central 
faculty member Mark Zimmerman; the “Women’s 
Artist Exhibit,” a celebration of art by women during 
National Women’s Month; and of course view the 
“Melton Legacy Collection,” an impressive survey 
of the last 500 years of European and American art 
graciously donated to the University by the Melton 
Art Reference Library.
   To stay up to date on all things Melton, make 
sure to join or renew your membership to Friends 
of the Melton.  Memberships are available to the 
public beginning at $100.  All membership levels 
include invitations to exhibits and performances at 
the Melton Gallery, a commemorative unframed 
poster of “Venice at Sunset” by Thomas Moran and 
invitations to an annual member appreciation event.    
To join or renew your membership in the Friends of 
the Melton group, please contact Thresa Swadley, 
tswadley@uco.edu, or call 405-974-3783.

   I am very excited to welcome you to 
the 2014-2015 College of Fine Arts and 
Design season of events. We have worked 
hard over the spring semester and summer 
to put together an outstanding collection 
of concerts, performances and exhibitions. 
We don’t want you to miss a single event, 
so please visit our website at www.uco.
edu/cfad. I hope to see you at an event on 
campus soon! 

Message from the Dean

—Dean, Pamela Washington

OACFY14 Expenditures by Program

Community Arts Programs      3,065,844
Arts Education in Schools          536,888
Arts Learning in Communities    736,192
Administration              370,186
Public Awareness             242,585
Total        $ 4,951,692

“An Embarrassing Position of Jockey,” a cartoon by Cy 
Hungenford originally published by Pittsburgh post Gazette.
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To make a donation to any of these programs, contact development manager Deborah Baucom 
at 405-974-3718  or dbaucom@uco.edu. To find out more information about the 

College of Fine Arts and Design visit: www.uco.edu/cfad

The College of Fine Arts 
and Design Recognizes 
our Outstanding Corporate 
Supporters.  Thank you for 
your investment in the arts 
at UCO!
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Erin Clemons remembers UCO as an environment where she was able to 
hone her craft under the guidance of professionals who have evolved into 
lifelong friendships and mentors. Upon graduating from UCO with a Bachelor 
of Music in Music Theatre, Clemons moved to New York City where she was 
cast in the Broadway revival of “Les Miserables.” Clemons and the company 
of “Les Miserables” have performed on “Good Morning America” and the 
Tony Awards this year. 

• Broadway Tonight’s season subscribers and donors 
are invited to a reception from 5:30-7:15 p.m., Aug 
22 at the UCO Alumni House, prior to KT Sullivan’s 
performance.  To RSVP, contact Kelli Cormack at 
405-974-2690 or kcormack@uco.edu.

• Members of Friends of the Melton are invited to a 
private viewing of the Political Cartoon Collection from 
5-7 p.m., Aug. 27. To RSVP, contact Thresa Swadley at 
405-974-3783 or tswadley@uco.edu.

• Save the date for CFAD’s signature fundraising event 
“Toast to the Maestro” on Nov. 20.  The evening will 
feature food and drink from Boulevard Steakhouse, 
a silent auction and beautiful music featuring Artist-
in-Residence Maestro Valery Kuleshov.  For more 
information, contact Blair Quiring at 405-974-3768 or 
bquiring@uco.edu.

Upcoming Events
For important updates on the Build Mitchell Hall Campaign, visit www.buildmitchellhall.com

Alumni in the Spotlight


