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President Larry Morgan (left) and club member 
Chuck Musgraves (right) present Dean Steve Hansen 
(middle) with a check establishing a new fund.

As snow begins to fall and the year 
draws to a close, the College of Fine 

Arts and Design is embraced with the 
spirit of gratitude. For many low-income 
students that never believed college 
could be an option, the gracious support 
of our community has offered the gift 
of pursuing an enriching education and 
all of the opportunities that follow. 

Among the student population we 
serve, over 40 percent are classified as 
“first-generation,” meaning that neither 
of their parents hold college degrees. 
First-generation college students are 
trailblazers seeking better opportunities 
for themselves and their families. These 
students are consistently among the most 
academically dedicated, often working 
several jobs while still managing to 
maintain excellent grades. It is not ability, 

but rather, financial hardship that so often 
stands in the way of their success. While 
grants and scholarships may offset the cost 
of tuition, for this economically vulnerable 
population, associated fees can be enough 
to thwart a student’s dream of becoming 
a first-generation college graduate. 

With the help of the Northwest 
Oklahoma City Rotary Club, though, this 
dream can become a reality. The club 
recently created a new fund to ensure that 
CFAD’s first-generation college students 
have the necessary means to stay in school.

“Our Northwest Oklahoma City Rotary 
Club is pleased and blessed to be able 
to assist some of those full-time first-
generation college students of CFAD who 
have successfully completed at least two 
years of classes but are in jeopardy of 
not being able to continue financially,” 

said Larry Morgan, club president. 

“It is our club’s desire to be able 
to help those youth fulfill their 
goals of a college education.”

The Northwest Oklahoma City Rotary 
Club plans to continue to grow this fund 
each year, allowing it to continuously 
support recipients until their graduation, 
as well as impact future students.

“Today’s youth are the leaders 
of tomorrow and the future of our 
country,” said Morgan. “We want to 
be a part in achieving that success.”

Thanks to the generosity of the 
Northwest Oklahoma City Rotary Club, our 
students are again reminded that they 
are embraced by a network of community 
members who care about their future. 



Happy Holidays From CFAD
Each winter, our talented graphic design 

students create and submit original illustrations 
in the hope that their work will be selected 
for annual holiday cards from the College of 
Fine Arts and Design, Office of the President 
and the University of Central Oklahoma.

Congratulations to this year’s winning 
designers, Sydni Levis-Nasada from Drumright, 
OK and Shuning Liu from Dalian, China! These 
students’ festive designs earned each of them 
scholarships for the upcoming year. When opening 
your holiday cards this season, we hope you feel 
our gratitude for the alumni, donors and friends 
who support students like Sydni and Shuning 
in receiving a transformative education. 

We’re Almost There!
The UCO School of Music recently celebrated 

the arrival of several new Steinway & Sons pianos. 
In an unprecedented surge of momentum, 
supporters of the All-Steinway Initiative have 
enabled the purchase of eight new pianos within 
a single semester. Our expanding circle of friends 
have come together to provide a lasting legacy 
for our music students, bringing us closer than 
ever before to becoming an All-Steinway School.

As the instrument of choice for 98% of 
concertizing musicians, the Steinway & Sons piano 
is the unrivaled leader in craftmanship. While 
many have attempted to imitate its unique beauty, 
sensitivity and sound, Steinway & Sons has remained 
at the forefront of innovation with 125 patents 
for their revolutionary piano technology. It is the 
only piano in its class, offering a fundamentally 
different experience for the pianist and audience. 
Becoming an All-Steinway School ensures that 
our students have the opportunity to practice with 
these distinctive instruments before encountering 
them in performances, both in international 
competitions and as music professionals. 

An incredible milestone in achieving this 
prestigious designation was reached this October 
when the combined efforts of advisory board 
members, the Edmond Boulevard Rotary Club, 
faculty, alumni and friends culminated in the 
Boston Key Party. A donor-led campaign, the Boston 
Key Party was dedicated to providing five new 
Steinway-designed Boston upright pianos for our 

music students. The outpouring of generosity that 
the School of Music received quickly surpassed the 
fundraising goal, filling our five instrumental studios 
with new Boston pianos for student rehearsals.

In November, the UCO Jazz Lab came alive for 
our very first whiskey tasting fundraiser, Sip-Savor-
Steinway. While enjoying musical performances 
from students and faculty, guests sampled all 
six Old Rip Van Winkle whiskeys paired with 
selections from Boulevard Steakhouse. The event 
was hosted by Dewayne Poor with the support of 
Kyle Thompson, Matthew Griffith and Eric Roth. 
Thanks to their dedication and the generosity of 
our guests, Sip-Savor-Steinway raised $30,000 
for the All-Steinway Initiative. The phenomenal 
success of this event funded two new Boston grand 
pianos for vocal faculty studios. The continued 
philanthropy of loyal supporters championing 
this cause also enabled the purchase of an eighth 
piano, a Steinway Model 1098 studio upright that 
now fulfills a critical need at the UCO Jazz Lab.

Only four more pianos are required for 
UCO to join the ranks of peer institutions across 
Oklahoma as an All-Steinway School. This 
transformative achievement will equip our faculty 
with the finest possible tools for an excellent 
music education, making an enduring impact on 
student learning, recruitment and retention at 
the UCO School of Music. For more information 
about the All-Steinway Initiative, please visit 
steinway.uco.edu, or contact Deborah Baucom 
at (405) 974-3718 or dbaucom@uco.edu.

Model 1098
Height 46½” 
Width: 58” 
Depth 25” 

Net Weight: 480 lb

UCO Jazz Lab

2 Boston 
Grands

Length: 5’ 1½” 
Width: 59¾” 
Height: 40”

Net Weight: 684 lb

Vocal Faculty 
Studios

5 Boston 
Uprights
Height: 46½” 
Width: 59¼” 
Depth: 22¾” 

Net Weight: 561 lb

Instrumental 
Faculty Studios

By Sydni Levi-Nasada By Shuning Liu By Sydni Levis-Nasada



CFAD Leadership:
Associate Dean of CFAD Charleen Weidell, 
M.F.A., recently shared her expertise as a 
part of New York City Jewelry Week. The 
metalsmith was invited by Cooper Hewitt, 
Smithsonian Design Museum to host a 
hands-on jewelry workshop inspired by the 
museum’s collection. During her workshop, 
Weidell challenged participants of all 
ages to take non-traditional approaches 
to materials and process used in jewelry 
making through explorations of color, 
texture, dimension and form.

CFAD Departments:
The UCO Kaleidoscope Dance Company 
will travel to Seoul, South Korea in May 
2019 for an immersive international 
experience. While the dance students will 
learn and perform in the nation’s capital, 
faculty will participate in the educational 
exchange through guest teaching 
opportunities at Korean universities. Join 
the Department of Dance at 6:30 p.m. 
Feb. 9 at the CHK | Central Boathouse for 
“Seoul Connection,” a special performance 
accompanied by hors d’oeuvres, 
champagne and a silent auction to support 
their upcoming study tour.

Noteworthy Events:
On Jan. 19 at 7:30 p.m., join us in 
welcoming Voctave, one of the nation’s 
premiere acapella groups, to the historic 
Mitchell Hall Theatre. Voctave will perform 
their signature dynamic arrangements 
as a part of our celebrated Broadway 
Tonight series, supported, in part, by the 
Oklahoma Arts Council, which receives 
support from the National Endowment 
for the Arts. Reserve your tickets now at 
mitchellhalltheatre.com or by calling 
(405) 974-3375.

Your Support in Action:
Thank you to all who joined us for the 
Department of Design’s 10th annual 
fundraiser, Paper Jam! While local favorites 
Don’t Tell Dena, Rousey and LFNC rocked the 
UCO Jazz Lab, guests had the opportunity 
to purchase a diverse array of original 
poster designs created by students and 
faculty. All proceeds will support student 
entry fees to participate in upcoming 
national design competitions, offering 
opportunities to build their portfolios, 
receive valuable critiques and showcase 
their work on a national platform.

College of Fine Arts 
and Design 

NEWS
The ACM@UCO Metro Music Series exemplified 

the holiday spirit with two special concerts this winter. 
Trusting in the power of music to bring communities 
together, the Academy of Contemporary Music at the 
University of Central Oklahoma (ACM@UCO) rallied 
to support those in the Oklahoma City metro area 
who are impacted by hunger and homelessness. 

The first showcase featured co-headlining 
Tulsa natives Combsy and Henna Roso. Combsy 
is known for a psychedelic blend of jazz, hip hop, 
electronic and rock, and funk-based Henna Roso is 
a musical collective dedicated to fighting hunger. 
Concertgoers brought donations, clothing and 
food items to the ACM@UCO Performance Lab in 
Bricktown. These donations benefitted two local 
nonprofit organizations serving Oklahomans: 
The Homeless Alliance and the Jesus House. 

Metro Music Series then welcomed Hip Hop 
for a Cause, comprised of seven up-and-coming hip 
hop artists with a passion for community activism. 
This high-energy event also served as a clothing 
drive for the Northeast Resource Center, which 
works to combat poverty and unemployment in 
Oklahoma City. Both concerts offered ACM@UCO 
the opportunity to provide incredible live, local 
music while lifting up the metro community. 

UCO Musical Theatre welcomed special 
education students from Edmond Public Schools 
to an exclusive performance of their festive annual 
holiday revue, “Whirling Winter Wonderlands.” 
This show is a part of the celebrated Broadway 
Tonight series that is supported, in part, by the 
Oklahoma Arts Council, which receives support 
from the National Endowment for the Arts.

The halls of the UCO Jazz Lab were decked 
with holiday cheer as the robust cast of musical 
theatre majors performed modern twists on classic 
Christmas carols. Teacher’s aides and students from 
Edmond’s middle school special education programs, 
accompanied by their families, enjoyed cookies 
and hot chocolate as they experienced the fun-filled 
performance. Epitomizing the magic of the season, 
families also had the opportunity to pose for photos with 
Santa Claus himself. This special performance brought 
music and light to all who participated, from the UCO 
students onstage to the delighted audience members. 
It was an experience that won’t soon be forgotten!

ACM@UCO Metro Music Series 
Supports Neighbors in Need

Whirling Winter Wonderlands

Santa Claus pays a visit to the UCO Jazz Lab during “Whirling 
Winter Wonderlands.”

ACM@UCO Metro Music Series provides live music for the 
community while gathering donations for those in need.

For more information about the ACM@UCO 
Metro Music Series, please visit acm.uco.edu. The 
ACM@UCO Metro Music Series is supported, in 
part, by the Oklahoma Arts Council, which receives 
support from the National Endowment for the Arts.
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To make a donation to any of these programs, contact Deborah Baucom at 405-974-3718 or dbaucom@uco.edu. 
To find out more information about the College of Fine Arts and Design visit: cfad.uco.edu

Naoma Serna-Zahn, multi-award winning graphic designer and 
founder of Nuevo Studio, graduated from UCO in 2016 with a 
B.F.A. in Graphic Design and a B.A. in French. Her studio focuses on 
branding and brand management for women entrepreneurs. She 
is also an adjunct professor for the Department of Design.
 Outside of work, Serna-Zahn volunteers her time as president 
of the Oklahoma chapter of the American Institute of Graphic Arts 
(AIGA), helping to enhance the local creative community. She recently 
partnered with Brand New State to compile a digital database of creatives 
and offer free branding services to local teachers running for office. 
One such candidate won her primary with Serna-Zahn’s help.
 When asked about her experience at UCO, Serna-Zahn 
replied, “UCO was much more than school for me. I met the most 
inspiring people there that knew the potential I had and were 
willing to push me forward in becoming who I am today.”
  To view some of Serna-Zahn’s work, visit Nuevo-studio.om or follow 
@nuevo-studio on social media.

• UCO Musical Theatre will present the infectiously energetic celebration of the 
‘60s counterculture movement, “Hair,” at 7:30 p.m. Feb. 6-9 and 2 p.m. Feb. 9-10 
in Mitchell Hall Theatre. Featuring popular anthems “Aquarius,” “Good Morning, 
Starshine,” and “Hair,” this show is sure to capture the heart and remind us all of the 
peace, love and fervent optimism of an earlier era. To purchase tickets, visit 
www.mitchellhalltheatre.com or call (405) 974-3375.

• The Pop-Up Shop at the Department Store reopens Feb. 7 from 5-9 p.m at the 
Letterpress and Prototyping Lab. A range of original work by UCO Design students, 
faculty and alumni, as well as local artists, will be available for purchase. All proceeds 
benefit the Design Capital Projects and Improvements Fund, which supports 
improvements in facilities and equipment for the department.

• This February, experience UCO Theatre Arts in the surprisingly funny and wildly 
imaginative story of love and grief in Noah Haidle’s drama, “Vigils.” As a fireman’s 
widow is approached by a handsome wooer, she must choose between a past she 
clings to and a future beyond her imagination. Performances are at 7:30 p.m. Feb. 
14-16 and 2 p.m. Feb. 17 in the Mitchell Education Center, Room 211. Visit 
www.mitchellhalltheatre.com or call (405) 974-3375 to secure your tickets today.

• The UCO Opera’s “Johnny Squeaky” will delight children and adults alike. This 
reimagined Puccini opera tells the hilarious story of how one little mouse, Johnny 
Squeaky, will share cheese among his raucous relatives. The show will take place at 
11 a.m. Feb. 16 and 2 p.m. Feb. 17 in Radke Fine Arts Theatre. 
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The College of Fine Arts and Design recognizes our outstanding corporate supporters.  
Thank you for your investment in the arts at UCO!

Your Support in Action
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