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The ancient churches of Germany echoed 
with music from central Oklahoma this past 

October, thanks to the generosity of several donors 
and friends of UCO’s School of Music. The students 
of the UCO Wind Symphony spent ten days on a 
musical tour of Germany, accompanied by donors 
who helped pave the way for their international 
travel. School of Music director Dr. Brian Lamb was 
the conductor of the group, and cello professor Dr. 
Tess Remy-Schumacher was the featured soloist. 

The group’s first concert took place in the 
Stiftsbasilika in Waldsassen, Bavaria, coinciding 
with the completion of the restoration and 
opening celebration of this 17th century church 
as a UNESCO world heritage site. While in Bavaria, 
they also performed concerts at the Stiftland-
Gymnasium Tirschenreuth school. Their final 
performance was at the Evangelische Stadtkirche 
St. Marien, a 16th century church in Pirna, 
Saxony, where they were a featured concert in 
the prestigious Sandstein und Musik Festival.

Their program contained two pieces by David 

Maslanka (1943-2017), an American composer 
who passed away in August. Maslanka is well 
known as one of the most influential wind 
ensemble composers of the last 40 years.

“The concert tour was a celebration of 
Maslanka’s beautiful music, our wonderful 
Oklahoma friends Dr. Margaret Brisch, Julie 
Wilson, Larry and Leah Westmoreland and 
our very special UCO students,” said Remy-
Schumacher. “The UCO Wind Symphony under 
Dr. Brian Lamb received standing ovations after 
all the concerts and enthusiastic reviews.”

The students also took some time for 
sightseeing, touring Prague, Munich, Leipzig, 
Bayreuth, Dresden and Berlin. They visited the 
high medieval Rabenstein Castle and the Bayreuth 
Festspielhaus, an opera house dedicated to 19th 
century German composer Richard Wagner. They 
witnessed one of the best orchestras in the world 
in one of the most perfect acoustical concert 
halls in the world, the Berlin Philharmonic.

“The title of the 1989 film says it all. We 
had a most excellent adventure!” said the 
Westmorelands. “Wonderful UCO Wind 
Symphony concerts, fun students to travel with, 
lots of wurst and even a Berlin Philharmonic 
performance! When do we get to go again?”

CFAD would also like to thank dean emeritus Dr. 
Pamela Washington, who was unable to attend, 
for her generous contribution to the trip and her 
ever-present dedication to the success of students.

Donors Support 
Wind Symphony 
Trip to Germany

Dr. Brian Lamb conducts the UCO Wind 
Symphony in the church of St. Marien in Pirna.

The UCO Wind Symphony in front of Rabenstein Castle 
in Ahorntal, Germany.



All-Steinway Fundraiser a Record-Breaking Success

The UCO School of Music has taken a great 
leap forward toward its goal of attaining the 
coveted All-Steinway School designation. On 
November 9, friends of the university Richard and 
Mo Anderson graciously welcomed 85 guests 
into their home for an evening of music and 
generosity at a concert benefitting the All-Steinway 
Initiative for the School of Music. The fundraiser 
was a record-breaking success, generating over 
$135,000 toward the All-Steinway Initiative, a 
campaign designed to ensure that UCO students 
have the opportunity to learn, rehearse and 
perform on pianos created by Steinway & Sons.

Steinway pianos are the gold standard, the 
instrument of choice for concert pianists worldwide. 
“It’s important to provide Steinway pianos in the 
practice rooms where most of the work occurs so 
that students can be fully prepared when they use 
similar instruments on the concert stage,” said Dean 
Steve Hansen. “Students who are able to regularly 
practice on Steinway pianos are better equipped 
to perform at the highest level professionally in 
national competitions and in their future careers.” 

The fundraiser featured an array of performances 
from students and faculty of the School of Music. 
Students also had the opportunity to share how 
donor giving has impacted their experiences at UCO. 
Among the performers that evening was saxophonist 
Josh Phelps, whose instrument was donated by 
a kind-hearted benefactor. “Donor giving has 
been everything to me,” Phelps explained. “I have 

had many experiences and growth opportunities 
thanks to donors generous enough to give some 
of their excesses to those who otherwise would 
have little. Without them, I would not be here. But 
thanks to their selflessness, I can go anywhere.”

Thanks to generous supporters like you, we 
are closer than ever to becoming an All-Steinway 
School. If you would like to make a contribution 
to support the All-Steinway Initiative and help us 
reach our goal, please see the enclosed envelope 
or visit www.centralconnection.org/allsteinway. 

UCO students Alyssa Kozlowski and Kangwa Mundende 
perform “I’m in the Mood for Love” by Erroll Garner at the 
All-Steinway Fundraiser.

Major donors and friends of the university gather in the home of 
Richard and Mo Anderson to hear the students and faculty of the 
School of Music.

Get in the Holiday Spirit with CFAD Festivities

The Mitchell Hall Theatre staff are 
celebrating the season as well. 
Check out the lobby when you see 
your next show! Buy your tickets at 
www.mitchellhalltheatre.com.

When you visit campus, check out 
the holiday décor in Old North. 
The oldest building on campus 
was reopened this past February, 
making this the first time since it 
was closed in 2001 that it has been 
spruced up for the holidays.

Hear your favorite holiday tunes 
performed by UCO’s Musical Theatre 
vocalists at Holly Jolly Jammin’ – a 
Jazz Lab Holiday Revue. Shows run 
Dec. 7-9 and 14-16 at 7:30 p.m. and 
Dec. 10 at 5 p.m. Buy your tickets at 
www.ucojazzlab.com. 

Department of Design student 
Jordan Tate has earned a $500 
scholarship for her design of this 
year’s CFAD holiday card. Tate, 
originally from Midwest City, is 
a senior majoring in strategic 
communucation and minoring in 
illustration. Congratulations Jordan!



CFAD Leadership:
CFAD announces Latricia Reichman, 
M.F.A., as the new director of facilities 
and productions of Mitchell Hall Theatre. 
Reichman is also an adjunct professor of 
design and technology in the department 
of theatre arts. She had previously served 
as costume shop manager since 2012, 
her costume designs bringing life to 
innumerable performances at UCO.

CFAD Departments:
CFAD’s Development Office warmly 
welcomes Madalyn McHale as our new 
development manager. McHale graduated 
from Beloit College in 2016 with a 
bachelor’s degree in literary studies and a 
minor in anthropology while developing 
her love of the arts as a performer in 
Beloit College’s dance concerts. She has 
organized charity events and fundraisers 
for a variety of humanitarian causes and 
welcomes the opportunity to apply her 
fundraising skills in support of future 
generations of artists in CFAD. 
Noteworthy Events:
The School of Music is gearing up for 
the 2018 Kuleshov International Piano 
Festival and Competition on Feb. 22-
25, funded by the Harold and Juanita 
Swigeart Endowment and Dr. Peter 
Springberg and the late Mrs. Lynnette 
Jung-Springberg. Named after UCO 
artist-in-residence Valery Kuleshov, the 
festival attracts participants from all over 
the world and will take place in the Radke 
Fine Arts Theatre at UCO. Applications may 
be submitted online or by mail no later 
than January 15, 2018. Find out more at 
www.thekuleshov.com. 
Your Support in Action:
UCO’s Kaleidoscope Dance Company 
performed alongside Oklahoma high 
school dance programs in the annual 
High School Dance Festival on Nov. 
17-18. This two-day event allowed young 
dancers to engage in classes in ballet, 
modern and jazz dance styles, as well 
as cultural dance forms. Each evening, 
participants took to the stage, performing 
in collaboration with fellow dancers from 
programs across Oklahoma. This festival 
was made possible by support from the 
Oklahoma Arts Council, which receives 
support from the State of Oklahoma and 
the National Endowment for the Arts.

College of Fine Arts 
and Design 

NEWS
You get a flat tire. You have a painful toothache. 

You lose your job. For anyone, these can be difficult 
circumstances, but for a student struggling to make 
ends meet, they can mean the difference between 
staying in school and dropping out. 

In 2014, CFAD established the Student Success in 
the Arts and Design Fund to help students address these 
and other unforeseen financial challenges. Since then, 
CFAD has awarded twelve students a total of $8,000 
from this scholarship fund. Individual awards ranged 
from $165 to $1,000 and averaged around $450. This 
may not seem like much, but it can mean the world to 
a student who can’t close the gap in paying for tuition, 
books and supplies or even a healthy meal.

“This award has been such a great help. It has 
afforded me a little more peace of mind which 
has freed me up to focus on my studies,” said one 
scholarship recipient.

Another recipient says, “This scholarship has 
helped me continue getting my degree. Being an 
international student is difficult, but UCO has made of 
this challenge a great experience.”

For information on how you can support a student 
in crisis, visit www.centralconnection.org/give or 
contact executive director for development Deborah 
Baucom at 405-974-3718 or dbaucom@uco.edu. 

On September 
1, Charleen Weidell, 
M.F.A., was appointed 
to her new role as 
the associate dean of 
the College of Fine 
Arts and Design. 
She came to UCO in 
2004 and has since 
served as professor 
of art in jewelry and 
metalsmithing, chair 

of the art department, and assistant dean of CFAD.
Weidell has brought to CFAD her strong support 

of scholarship and undergraduate research, including 
her mentorship of numerous students and her service 
on the 2018 National Council on Undergraduate 
Research (NCUR) Steering Committee. She extends 
arts learning beyond the classroom in her position 
as executive director of galleries and collections 
at the UCO Melton Gallery. Weidell also supports 
UCO students in their extracurricular development, 
serving as a faculty co-advisor for UCO’s student 
organization Student Alliance for Equality (SAFE).

Student Success Soars with Donor Support

Charleen Weidell Named Associate Dean
Weidell received her Bachelor of Arts in liberal 

studies and applied design and her Master of 
Fine Arts in jewelry and metalsmithing from San 
Diego State University, where she studied under 
renowned metal artists Helen Shirk and Arline Fisch. 
Her art focuses on creating sensuous metal forms 
made from flat sheets of silver and copper that are 
formed through the repeated blows of a hammer. 

Weidell’s work has been exhibited and collected 
on regional, national and international levels. 
Her work has been commissioned by Dumbarton 
House in Washington, D.C. and by UCO to create 
the President’s ceremonial medallion.

An art student is hard at work in the classroom, receiving 
guidance from assistant chair of the art department and 
drawing professor Michael Litzau.

“Tart Server,” a broad blade silver server created by Charleen 
Weidell, was published in Contemporary Silver Part II: Recent 
Commissions, written by collector Seymour Rabinovich and 
acquired by the Victoria and Albert Museum in London. 
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To make a donation to any of these programs, contact Deborah Baucom at 405-974-3718 or dbaucom@uco.edu. 
To find out more information about the College of Fine Arts and Design visit: cfad.uco.edu

Rebecca Craig graduated from UCO with a Bachelor of Fine Arts 
in dance performance in 2015. After graduation, Craig moved to 
London to pursue her Master of Fine Arts in choreography with an 
emphasis in dance production at the University of Roehampton. 
She completed her degree in July with second degree honors and 
secured a technical theatre internship at Dance Place in Washington 
D.C., a center of dance activity offering performances, classes and 
arts in education programs for youth. Next semester, Craig will be 
promoted to a production and programming intern and intends to 
create an original choreographic work as a means of gaining hands-
on experience in the professional artistic world. Craig also teaches at 
a local dance studio in D.C.

• Senior dance students will showcase their capstone choreography projects 
in a concert entitled Daughters of Eve. The show will take place in Mitchell Hall 
Theatre at 7:30 p.m. on Dec. 14. Tickets are $7 and will be available at the door.

• The UCO Broadway Tonight series, supported in part by the Oklahoma Arts 
Council, returns with a highly anticipated performance by the renowned Diavolo: 
Architecture in Motion. Known for large interactive sets and stunning acrobatics, 
Diavolo: Architecture in Motion is always an audience favorite. The concert will be in 
Mitchell Hall Theatre on Jan. 30 at 7:30 p.m. Diavolo concerts tend to sell out quickly, 
so purchase tickets now at www.mitchellhalltheatre.com or call 405-974-3375.

• UCO Musical Theatre proudly presents Man of La Mancha on Feb. 
15-17 at 7:30 p.m. and Feb. 18 at 2 p.m. at Mitchell Hall Theatre. For 
tickets, visit www.mitchellhalltheatre.com or call 405-974-3375.

• The Melton Gallery is pleased to host a group exhibit of past and present 
UCO ceramics faculty, Gayle Curry, Barb Weidell, and Eric Hoefer, and the work of 
CFAD’s new dean Steve Hansen in March 2018. This dynamic group of ceramists 
will showcase their talent in the form of 3D sculpture ranging from teapots to 
anthropomorphic figures, exploring the diversity and scope of the art of ceramics.

Upcoming Events
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The College of Fine Arts and Design recognizes our outstanding corporate supporters.  
Thank you for your investment in the arts at UCO!
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