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This Acedemic Year’s Steinway Goal
This academic year, the college has identified 
that the greatest need for a new Steinway 
piano is at the CHK|Central Boathouse.  
As the university’s newest performance 
venue, the CHK|Central Boathouse has 
hosted several key events, including the 
inaugural Kuleshov International Piano 
Festival and Competition, Broadway 
Tonight performances and CFAD’s signature 
fundraising event Toast the Maestro.  

 Winston Churchill once famously 
said, “Give us the tools, and we will finish 
the job.”  The UCO School of Music has 
diligently worked throughout the past few 
years to equip Central piano students with 
the best instrumental tool in their field, 
Steinway Pianos. The All-Steinway Initiative 
at UCO is dedicated to ensuring that all 
pianos owned by the UCO School of Music 
– from the practice rooms to the recital hall – 
are designed by the world’s leaders in piano 
production, Steinway & Sons.

 “In committing the UCO School of Music 
to becoming an All-Steinway School, we 
have committed to equipping our students 
and faculty with instruments that match the 
high standard of education students receive 
here,” said Pamela Washington, Ph.D., dean 
of the UCO College of Fine Arts and Design. 
 Becoming an All-Steinway School can be 
a financially daunting task; however, under 
the leadership of Dean Washington, the 
college implemented a strategy to identify 
where upgraded pianos are most critically 
needed and set the attainable goal to 
purchase at least one new Steinway piano 
a year, all while cultivating relationships 
with major donors who can help the college 
reach the larger, overarching vision.
 “There’s a famous saying that to eat 
a whale, you simply take one bite at a 
time, and we’ve used this strategy to 

break down the seemingly-daunting 
$3 million fundraising goal associated 
with becoming an All-Steinway 
School,” said Deborah Baucom, senior 
development manager of CFAD. 
 Thanks to this strategy, a partnership with 
Edmond Music, CFAD’s signature fundraising 
event Toast the Maestro and the generous 
support of several donors, the college 
has been able to purchase three practice 
Steinway pianos and one Model O Grand 
Steinway piano in just the last two years. 
 “Without Dr. Washington’s clear vision, 
the tremendous help from Mike and 
Wanda Gilliam at Edmond Music and the 
donors who have supported our efforts at 
reaching All-Steinway status, we would not 
have this exciting momentum propelling 
us towards our goal,” concluded Baucom.

All-Steinway Initiative



Erika Reyes: Impacting South OKC with Dance 

Get in the Holiday Spirit with CFAD Festivities

 When Erika Reyes, 2011 and 2014 
graduate from UCO, first stepped foot in her 
student teaching assignment at Capitol Hill 
High School in south Oklahoma City, she 
had no idea the impact it would make on 
her.  As a UCO dance student and one of the 
first graduates of the B.A. in dance education 
program at Central, Reyes fondly recalls the 
excitement felt by dance faculty and students 
alike when the program first started. 
 “It was a thrill getting to experience the 
best of two worlds; dance and education,” 
said Reyes.  “I always felt included and that 
my opinions and ideas counted in class.”  To 
gain experience teaching in the classroom, 
Reyes was placed at Capitol Hill High School 
as a student teacher, where she has now 
taught as an employee for six years.
 “If it wasn’t for UCO, I would have 
never been placed at Capitol Hill for my 
student teaching semester and would have 
probably never thought to teach there. 
UCO opens the door to new thoughts 
and ways of thinking,” said Reyes.  

 Under Reyes’s leadership, the dance 
program at Capitol Hill High School has 
soared. This past November, Capitol 
Hill hosted the UCO High School Dance 
Festival. Evening recitals took place in 
the school auditorium with performances 
by schools from all over the state.  High 
school students took classes throughout 
both days in ballet, jazz, modern, flamenco, 
hip-hop and yoga, to name a few.  Special 
performances by RACE Dance Company 
and Perpetual Motion took place as well. 
 “It means the world to our students 
and gives them a sense of pride to hold 
such a prestigious event in their quarters. 
They are able to watch and pick up new 
techniques in the classes and are creating 
dreams, goals and hopeful thoughts 
for their futures,” Reyes concluded.  
 The College of Fine Arts and Design loves 
watching Reyes continue to impact the lives 
of those in her community through dance. 

7:30PM, NOV. 29-30 & DEC. 1-3, 
& 2PM ON DEC. 3, 2016

In collaboration with the UCO School of Music & Central Musical Theatre

LIVE AT UCO’S MITCHELL HALL THEATRE

IN COLLABORATION WITH
THE UCO SCHOOL OF MUSIC

PRESENTS

Look out for our annual CFAD 
Holiday Card, designed each 
year by a Central student from 
our art or design departments. 
Featured students are the winners 
of  the Holiday Card Scholarship 
competition.

Show us your moves at The Big 
Band Christmas Dance, a UCO Jazz 
Division fundraiser featuring the 
Edmond Jazz Orchestra at
7:30 p.m. ,  Tuesday, Nov. 29 at the 
UCO Jazz Lab. For tickets, visit 
www.mitchellhalltheatre.com 
or call 405-974-3375.

Enjoy the Broadway Tonight and 
Musical Theatre production of 
“Meet Me in St. Louis” at 7:30 
p.m. Nov. 29-Dec. 3 and 2 p.m. 
Dec. 3 at Mitchell Hall Theatre. 
For tickets, visit 
www.mitchellhalltheatre.com 
or call 405-974-3375.

“Heavenly Holidays” will be open 
to the public at 7:30 p.m. Dec. 
8-10 and Dec. 15-17 and 5 p.m. 
Dec. 11 at the UCO Jazz Lab.
For tickets, visit 
www.ucojazzlab.com or call 
405-974-2100.

The UCO Kaleidoscope Dance Company performs 
alongside UCO High School Dance Festival 
participants at Capitol Hill High School. 

Central Dance Alumnea Erika Reyes teaches 
dance at OKC’s Capitol Hill High School. 



Erika Reyes: Impacting South OKC with Dance 
CFAD Leadership:
CFAD’s Professor of Viola, Ralph 
Morris, D.M.A., was recently named 
the Oklahoma String Teacher of the 
Year by the Oklahoma Chapter of the 
American String Teachers Association 
(ASTA).  Morris was honored for his 
25 years in music education at ASTA’s 
fall conference this past October.
CFAD Departments:
ACM@UCO recently became the only 
program of its kind in the country 
to receive accreditation through the 
National Academy of Schools of Music. 
This prestigious accolade is a testament 
to the dedication of the leadership, 
faculty and staff at ACM@UCO, as well 
as the success of the three ACM@UCO 
Associate programs: music business, 
music performance and music production.
Noteworthy Events:
Save the date of April 28, 2017 for 
an inaugural UCO Department of 
Design fundraiser “Squared Up” at the 
CHK|Central Boathouse. Attendees will 
be able to purchase designs from CFAD 
students, faculty and alumni who will 
showcase their talent through both 
2D and 3D works in various square 
dimensions. All proceeds will go towards 
facility and equipment improvements 
for the Art and Design Building. The 
event is free and open to the public.
Your Support in Action:
Thanks to several community partners and 
collaborators, CFAD shared the 400-piece 
national traveling poster collection “Get 
Out the Vote.” CFAD partnered with AIGA 
Oklahoma and the League of Women 
Voters and displaying the collection at 
UCO’s Melton Gallery, the Oklahoma 
Contemporary Arts Center, the Fine Arts 
Institute of Edmond and the Main Street 
Viaduct.  The collection presented a 
nonpartisan view advocating for public 
engagement in the democratic process 
and included support from the UCO 
American Democracy Project, the UCO 
Voting Initiative, the CFAD Leadership 
Ambassadors, the UCO President 
Leadership Council and the UCO 
Volunteer and Service Learning Center.

College of Fine Arts and Design 
NEWS

 For those of us at CFAD, the arts nurture 
us.  They are a life force behind our faculty, 
staff and students’ passion and excitement.  
We all share stories in which the arts have 
mitigated emotional turmoil and brought 
to light beauty, joy and hope.  We’ve long 
strived to provide the community with the 
genuine and touching experiences we know 
the arts can produce.   Keeping that goal in 
mind as we near this holiday season, the CFAD 
Deans’ Office, in partnership with the UCO 
School of Music Musical Theatre Division, 
is providing an inaugural holiday outreach 
event.  Complimentary tickets to the popular, 

 As an adjunct instructor in the UCO Jazz Studies Division, Larry Sherman knew firsthand of 
the good that can come from supporting students, both academically and financially.  In 2014, 
Sherman created the Jazz Studies Division Support Fund, a fund that exists to encourage and 
enhance the activities for jazz students.  Through his generosity, students have been provided 
scholarships, travel costs to performance and educational events, better equipment and 
instruments and opportunities to learn from guest artists and lecturers visiting the UCO Jazz Lab.  
While Sherman’s gift made an immediate impact on students, he wanted to see a more long-term 
outcome from his generosity.  
 “I decided to offer a matching gift to 
the support fund as a way of promoting it to 
the community,” said Sherman.  “Based on 
community support, I would say there is a real 
power to the match.  Hopefully, patrons will 
hear this story and will contribute to the fund. 
In addition, it may encourage others on campus 
to create new matching funds. It is important to 
pay it forward,” Sherman concluded.
To contribute an eligible gift to the fund, please 
contact Deborah Baucom at 405-974-3718 or 
dbaucom@uco.edu. 

Sharing the Arts This Holiday 

The Power of a Match

annual musical theatre holiday revue have 
been extended to recipients of services at 
the Community Action Agency of Oklahoma, 
Citizen’s Caring for Children and several 
other nonprofit agencies, including addiction 
counseling centers and organizations that 
help the financially underprivileged. 
 “CFAD is fortunate to be supported 
by so many members of the community, 
so we want to ensure that we support 
others,” said CFAD’s Senior Development 
Manager Deborah Baucom. 
 This year’s musical theatre holiday 
revue, titled “Heavenly Holidays,” will be 
presented as a variety show with traditional 
and contemporary holiday favorites 
performed in the style of Frank Sinatra, Dean 
Martin and Ray Charles, among others.
 “Our holiday show fills audiences 
with cheer every year, and we couldn’t 
be more thrilled to share that cheer with 
people who need it most,” said Greg 
White, Ph.D., assistant dean of CFAD.

UCO jazz students impacted by the Jazz Studies 
Division Support Fund. 

Central Musical Theatre students performing in 
this year’s “Heavenly Holidays.” 
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To make a donation to any of these programs, contact Deborah Baucom at 405-974-3768 or dbaucom@uco.edu. 
To find out more information about the College of Fine Arts and Design visit: cfad.uco.edu

Carol Armstrong, an Oklahoman native and a Bachelor of 
Fine Arts graduate from the UCO Department of Art, has been a 
working artist and teacher for more than 34 years. Armstrong’s 
most recent oil paintings are visual stories that portray daily 
life of the Old West.  Her work is currently represented by 
the Heritage Gallery in Scottsdale, Arizona; Aunt Gertrude’s 
in historic Guthrie, Oklahoma; and the Firehouse Art Center 
Gallery in Norman, Oklahoma; where she is a longtime faculty 
member.  She has also been a featured artist at the Oklahoma 
City Festival of the Arts since 2001. Armstrong received the 
Community Service Award for her contributions to leadership 
and volunteerism in the arts and was most recently honored by 
the Oklahoma Arts Council with a 2016 Governor’s Arts Award.

• We are excited to host our third Oklahoma Center for Arts Education 
(OCAE) “Date Night” fundraiser at 6 -9 p.m. January 28 at the UCO Jazz 
Lab, 100 E. Fifth St. in Edmond.  With a Willie Wonka Chocolate Factory 
theme, this evening of food and entertainment benefits OCAE.  For 
reservations, call 405-974-3784.
• Be sure to join the Brisch Center for Historical Performance as they 
present “Early Music Weekend” March 31-April 1. Thanks to support 
from the Oklahoma Arts Council, “Early Music Weekend” will include 
performances from renowned Baroque violinist James Andrewes 
and harpsichordist Joseph Arndt as well as historical performances, 
presentations and masterclasses.  For more information, visit cfad.uco.
edu
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The College of Fine Arts and Design recognizes our outstanding corporate supporters.  
Thank you for your investment in the arts at UCO!

 KSH 

Klemm’s Smoke Haus
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