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Sometimes life happens.  An 
unexpected medical expense pops 

up; your car breaks down; a dire 
family situation arises.  Unfortunately, 
these unanticipated financial straints 
have prevented CFAD students from 
graduating in the past.  However, thanks 
to the Student Success in the Arts and 
Design Scholarship fund, these problems 
no longer dictate whether a financial 
misfortune will prevent a student from 
staying in school. 
 The Student Success in the Arts 
and Design Scholarship, established in 
2014, is available throughout the year 
to students who face an unexpected 
monetary situation and need a lifeline. 
 “A financial bump on the 
road to accomplishing an artistic/
educational goal shouldn’t cause a 
total derailment,” said lead donors 
to the scholarship Larry and Leah 

Westmoreland.  “That’s why we support 
the Student Success in the Arts and 
Design program.”
  Four students were able to turn 
to this scholarship fund during this 
academic year in the wake of medical 
expenses, family financial issues and 
unexpected professional development 
opportunities.
 One CFAD recipient stated: “The 
financial stress of this past year has 
been a huge factor on my mental and 
physical health; however, this scholarship 
made a huge difference.  I don’t think 
you can fully understand how much this 
scholarship helped me.”
 If you’re interested in helping a 
student facing an unexpected financial 
emergeny, please contact Development 
Manager Deborah Baucom at 
405-974-3718 or dbaucom@uco.edu.

A Helping Hand 
Towards Success

A honey glazed ham with apple-
cranberry salsa.  Potato gratin with 
a rosemary crust.  Green beans 
with hollandaise sauce.  Bourbon-
cream cheese brownies.  Pecan-
toffee shortbread.  Caramelized 
ginger pears.  How are these 
holiday favorites and charitable 
giving linked? Studies conducted 
by neurologists have shown that 
the region of the brain that controls 
cravings for food, the pleasure 
circuit, is the same region that 
becomes active when making 
charitable gifts.  Why not save on 
calories this holiday season and 
indulge in philanthropy instead? 
Please see the enclosed envelope for  
an opportunity to give.

Food for 
Thought

Larry and Leah Westmoreland, lead donors to The 
Student Success in the Arts and Design Scholarship, 
read thank you cards from scholarship recipients. 



 On November 11, the College 
of Fine Arts and Design broke 
ground on the Mitchell Hall Theatre 
expansion.  The ceremony kicked off 
the construction phase of the build-out, 
which will include newly renovated 
backstage areas, gallery space, a FEMA-
rated storm shelter and new rehearsal 
halls.  We were excited to celebrate 

Mitchell Hall Theatre Breaks Ground

this ceremonial groundbreaking with 
the donors, community members and 
leadership who made the project 
possible.  During the ceremony, Dean 
Pamela Washington, Rand Elliott of 
Elliott + Associates Architects and 
President Don Betz spoke to the pride 
Mitchell Hall Theatre has brought to 
Edmond and how this expansion will 

impact both our campus and our 
local community.  Groundbreaking 
attendees also enjoyed tours of the 
theatre and a sneak peek of “Side 
Story: Just West of the Musical.”  
Thank you to all of our donors, faculty, 
staff, alumni and leadership who 
attended the event and to whom we 
attribute this great success.  

For more information about the 
jurors and the competition, visit 
www.uco.edu/cfad/thekuleshov/
index.asp 

3
WORLD-
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JURORS *

2
CATEGORIES:
HIGH SCHOOL and 
UNDERGRADUATE
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4
DAYS OF 

COMPETITION,
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MASTER CLASSES 

1
EPIC PIANO

COMPETITION

March 3-6, 2016
CHK|Central Boathouse and 
the Radke Fine Arts Theatre

*INTERNATIONALLY
ACCLAIMED JURORS:
Valery Kuleshov
Alexander Kobrin
Alexander Korsantia

University of Central Oklahoma leadership, project architect and 
lead donors break ground outside Mitchell Hall Theatre.



 Students, faculty and friends of the 
Brisch Center for Historical Performance 
spent their fall break touring the National 
Music Museum in Vermillion, South Dakota.  
The museum houses many of the earliest 
and most historically important instruments 
known to exist today. 
 The trip was underwritten by 
benefactor and namesake of the Brisch 
Center for Historical Performance, Margaret 
Brisch, Ph.D., and enabled students not 
only to view one of the premier music 
collections in the world but to also attend a 
dress rehearsal of the Sioux City Symphony 
and perform in a lunchtime concert, which 
was met with a standing ovation.
 “The National Music Museum 
collection is unique, vast and priceless,” 
said Central flute instructor Natalie Syringe.  
“There was so much to see and learn; 
we certainly came away with a better 
understanding and appreciation of music 
and instruments from many different eras.”

CFAD Leadership:
Associate Dean of CFAD Ruki 
Ravikumar, M.F.A., received AIGA 
Oklahoma’s prestigious Fellow Award 
this past October.   The Fellow Award 
program recognizes designers who 
have made a significant contribution 
to raising the standards of excellence 
in practice and conduct within their 
local and regional design community.

CFAD Departments:
The UCO School of Music’s new 
program “The Middle C Project,” 
implemented this past fall, has 
brought music education back into 
Cashion’s public schools.  Sixteen 
Central music education majors, 
under the mentorship of faculty, 
were able to fill the six-year void 
of music education in Cashion’s 
schools with both curriculum taught 
during the school day and after-
school instrumental classes. 

Noteworthy Events:
Thank you to our dedicated donors 
and patrons who attended our annual 
Toast the Maestro event last month. 
Due to your continued support, the 
event raised $18,910, all of which 
will benefit the All-Steinway Initiative, 
which matches our pianos in the 
School of Music to the high caliber of 
education students receive at UCO.

Your Support in Action:
Thank you to all who supported 
student scholarships this year. Thanks 
to your commitment and desire 
to benefit our talented students, 
we will begin our scholarship 
application process this month.  CFAD 
scholarships seek to reward the 
dedication displayed in classrooms, 
performances and exhibitions.  
Students will have the opportunity 
to apply or be nominated for more 
than 60 scholarship opportunities 
for the 2016-2017 academic year.
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and Design NEWS Holiday 

Card 
Scholarship

Students Visit Historical Performance Mecca

 Throughout the year, the College 
of Fine Arts and Design creates special 
pieces for our alumni, donors and 
friends to demonstrate our gratitude 
and tell our stories.  These pieces include 
an annual holiday card designed by 
our own graphic design majors.  Each 
year, graphic design students submit 
original designs for the college holiday 
card, which are then presented to the 
dean for consideration.  The winning 
designer receives a $500 scholarship and 
recognition on the card itself.  
 In addition to expressing best wishes 
to our alumni and patrons in the holiday 
season, the cards allow us to showcase 
student work and provide financial 
support to our students. When receiving 
your holiday card this season, we hope 
you reflect on how your support has 
helped our talented students grow. We 
wish you a Happy Holiday Season and 
look forward to seeing you at an exhibit 
or performance in 2016! 

2013 Holiday Card designed by Nichole Thompson

The UCO Brisch Center for Historical Performance 
faculty and students visit the National Music 
Museum in Vermillion, South Dekota.
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To make a donation to any of these programs, contact development manager Deborah Baucom 
at 405-974-3718  or dbaucom@uco.edu. To find out more information about the 

College of Fine Arts and Design visit: www.uco.edu/cfad

 Already making a name for herself in the graphic design 
community, design alumnus Chelsea Stewart ‘14 continues to 
value advice and mentorship from the UCO design faculty.   
 “I feel confident with my professional and creative 
work in the most demanding environments because of 
my undergraduate degree from the University of Central 
Oklahoma,” Stewart said.  
 She has freelanced for the Cooper Hewitt Design 
Museum, the Museum of Modern Art, Frog Design and spent 
the summer of 2015 interning with Nike Running in Portland, 
Oregon.  She will continue to work long distance with Nike 
Design while she finishes her final year of graduate school at 
the School of Visual Arts in New York.

• See a representation of the best contemporary ceramics found 
throughout the state at CFAD’s Contemporary Ceramic Exhibitions 
opening in the Melton Gallery Feb. 4 with a free and open-to-the-public 
reception from 5-8 p.m.

• Enjoy an intimate concert featuring Grammy Award-winning singer 
Melissa Manchester at 7:30 p.m. Feb. 6 at the CHK|Central Boathouse.  
For reservations, contact Christine Soileau at (405) 974-3768 or 
csoileau@uco.edu.

• Let the good times roll at the College’s spring fundraiser 
“Mardi Gras Celebration” at  7:30 p.m. Feb. 9 at the UCO Jazz Lab.  
For reservations, contact Christine Soileau at (405) 974-3768 or 
csoileau@uco.edu.   

Upcoming Events
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The College of Fine Arts and Design recognizes our outstanding corporate supporters.  
Thank you for your investment in the arts at UCO!
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