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The University of Central Oklahoma’s School of 
Design continued their winning streak at the 

local 2020 American Advertising Awards (ADDYs) 
this February, capturing several top awards 
including “Best of Show” in the student category. 
The school celebrates more than a decade-long 
string of victories for this annual competition.
The ADDYs is the advertising industry’s 
largest competition, attracting more 
than 40,000 entries every year.
At the ADDYs Gala recently in Oklahoma City, UCO 
design students collectively won 32 gold, 24 silver 
and 20 bronze awards, with Nhi Pham awarded Best 
of Show in the student division for her campaign 
“The Wild.” Pham also won a special judges award in 
Visual Story Telling for her illustrated work “Smile.” 
Additionally, School of Design staff and students, 
led by staff member and alumna Monique Ortman, 
captured three gold awards, two silver awards and 
one bronze award in the professional category.
“The unprecedented success of our design 
students at the ADDYs and in many other national 
competitions results from intentionally prioritizing 
student excellence,” said Steven Hansen, M.F.A., 

dean of the UCO College of Fine Arts and Design. 
As the School of Design has grown, the legacy 
of success has been accomplished despite 
operating in less than half of the square footage 
typically allocated for a school of this size.
“We are currently out of space, and can no longer 
grow,” said Amy Johnson, M.F.A., director of the 
School of Design. “Our aspirations are to be one 
of the best Schools of Design in the United States, 
and to fuel the creation of Oklahoma City as a 
respected design hub. To do that, we need space.”
An answer to that problem is on the horizon. The 
early stages of work recently began to renovate a 
building acquired by UCO that currently houses 
Saint Mary’s Episcopal Church. Once completed, 
the building will house the innovative School of 
Design and allow expansion of classroom and lab 
space. The property, acquired by the university a 
few years ago through a combination purchase and 
property swap, will allow the school to consolidate 
into a single, larger space which will enhance 
faculty communication and collaboration and allow 
scheduling of classes based on students’ needs. 
Currently the school has three design labs spread 

over three buildings both on and off campus, three 
sets of faculty offices spread over two buildings 
and class schedules that run from 9 a.m. until 9 
p.m. due to the lack of available classrooms.
Plans are also underway to begin a capital campaign 
to help cover the $3.2 million cost of the renovations 
which are currently being paid for out of accrued 
college savings collected over the past few years.
“There will be multiple opportunities to have 
classrooms, galleries and workspaces named 
after individual and family donors as well 
as local and regional businesses,” Hansen 
concluded. “This capital campaign will directly 
benefit not only the School of Design, but the 
entire College of Fine Arts and Design.” 

School of Design 
Continues to Succeed, 
Experiences Growth 
Beyond Capacity

“Smile” by Nhi Pham won a  Special Judges Studet Award 
for Visual Story Telling at the local 2020 ADDY awards. 

A few of the 82 awards won by UCO students, faculty and staff. 



When Worn: A Contemporary 
Jewelry Exhibition

The Melton Gallery is pleased to introduce the exhibition, “When Worn,” a collection 
of artwork by emerging and established jewelers and metalsmiths from across the nation. 
These artists create work with the intention of adorning a body, their practices are fueled 
by ideas of memory, sentiment, protection and identity. Adornment is an invitation 
between two beings, it rests in personal space while being viewed in public.

“Jewelry has the power to communicate without language,” said Kelly Ann Temple, visiting 
assistant professor of art and curator for the show. “It calls to be a center for dialogue and connection 
between two people. A simple ring can be a silent signal that shares someone’s marital status and 
perhaps a pendant can notate personal beliefs or be a badge proudly declaring ‘I belong.’”

“When Worn” highlights the act of adornment. Just as tools and objects are designed to 
suggest function and interaction, jewelry asks to be worn. When placed on the body, the jewelry 
becomes activated, it transforms not only the appearance of its wearer, but it inserts itself between 
the adorned and audience as a signal and an invitation between two beings. Through the format of 
necklaces and brooches, the artists in this exhibition call to attention ideas of memory, sentiment, 
and protection, and how those pieces influence the wearer’s experience when worn.

The show runs from March 2–March 26.

“Inter-acting,” above, by Haydee Alonso and “Souvenir of Projection – 5 (green reflection),” below, by Leslie Shershow are examples of 
the jewelry that was on display during the University of Central Oklahoma’s Melton Gallery “When Worn” exhibition featuring the work 
of jewelers and metalsmiths from across the nation. The exhibit opened with a reception in early March and continued until March 26, 
at the Melton Gallery on Central’s campus. Photo Credits: Juke Schoorl and Simpatika.

Visit ocae.uco.edu for more info.
Register by April 30 

for early bird discount!

ocae.uco.edu  •  405.974.3754
ocae@uco.edau

ACM@UCO Rock Camps 

High School Art Workshop

Dance & Down Syndrome Music Theatre Camp

Summer Dance Workshop

Summer Jazz Workshop 

THE Music Camp

Drama Camps



CFAD Leadership:
“The secret of change is to focus all of 
your energy, not on fighting the old, but 
on building the new.” –Socrates
In the spirit of Socrates, we will focus on 
building the new CFAD Development. 
Although change has been a recurring 
visitor within our Development group, we 
know that finding the right mix is critical 
to a well-functioning team and meeting 
the needs of our students and donors.  

CFAD Departments:
We are excited to welcome our new 
curator for the Melton Gallery, Veronica 
Cianfrano. She is relocating to Oklahoma 
from Philadelphia. She brings with her 
experience and understanding in painting 
and art history. She recently led a study 
tour with students to Italy in January. 
She is passionate about collaboration 
and opportunities to expand student 
involvement with the Melton Gallery.  We 
look forward to the energy and ideas she 
brings to our team.

Noteworthy Events:
The University of Central Oklahoma’s 
Department of Theatre Arts presented  
four performances of “Tribes” at Mitchell 
Hall Theatre. The British comedic 
drama by Nina Raine follows the story 
of Billy, a young deaf man born into 
a dysfunctional, yet loving, hearing 
family. In 2012, “Tribes” won the Drama 
Desk Award for Outstanding Play. Gavin 
Thomas Drew is the assistant director of 
“Tribes” and played the role of Billy. He is 
a deaf professional actor who works with 
a cochlear implant. Select performances 
were interpareted into American Sign 
Language, and all performances had 
assistive listening technology and closed-
captioning available.

Your Support in Action:
With the spring semester brings the new 
scholarship ‘portal’.  A software program 
designed to allow students to build 
profiles based on data integration from 
existing university programs. Students 
are provided scholarship application 
opportunities based on their degree 
program, GPA, or other criteria specified 
within the scholarship.  Through online 
application and review, the software 
brings an efficient, simplified procedure 
to our scholarship process. 

College of Fine Arts 
and Design 

NEWS
I dive down proverbial rabbit holes. As a child, I 

obsessed over American stamps, penny collecting, 
North American birds and WWII aircraft. In early 
adulthood, I pivoted to the blues and art history. As a 
professor, my curiosity led me to teach a new course 
every few years, such as History of Graphic Design, or 
the Art of the Nineteenth Century and Impressionism. 
My obsessive curiosity for esoterica has produced an 
eclectic mix of knowledge that gels into a gestalt only if 
you happen live inside my brain. My winning Jeopardy 
categories are deep, but scattered like birdshot.

There are theories of leadership that suggest 
curiosity begets more effective leaders. I recently read 
an article by Brene’ Brown explaining the difference 
between leaders who are “knowers,” focused on 
“being right,” and leaders who are “learners,” focused 
on “getting it right”. The article posited that most 
people would rather follow someone who expressed 
openness and a willingness to learn, than someone 
who professed expertise, and led authoritatively. In this 
equation, confidence does not equal competence. I 
wonder if this is actually true. I enjoyed lunch this week 
with a community leader who told me, “a committee 
of one, gets it done”. Certainly, on a national level our 
leaders cluster on the “being right” branch of this 
dichotomy. 

Supporting a leader who is actively learning, rather 
than a leader who acts as if they are all-knowing, 

The Academy of Contemporary Music at 
the University of Central Oklahoma (ACM@
UCO) has developed an exclusive partnership 
with Burger Records, an independent record 
label out of Fullerton, California.

ACM students Eli Tostado, Kate Carmichael, 
Megan Thele, Ryne Whitehead and Tanner Nichols 
were selected for the inaugural experience, 
nicknamed Burger Factory. Using the ACM campus 
in downtown Oklahoma City as their home-base, 
five ACM@UCO student interns are helping create 
PR and marketing campaigns with Burger Records 
music artists located across the United States.

Burger Records was founded in 2009 by Sean 
Bohrman and Brian Flores. Together, they’ve worked 
with artists such as The Brian Jonestown Massacre, 
Devon Williams, Shadow Show, Dead Ghosts, 
Hunx and His Punx, Bell Gardens and The Go.

Thoughts on Leadership, 
By CFAD Dean Steve Hansen

ACM@UCO Partners with 
Burger Records

Steve Hansen, CFAD Dean

requires occasional acts of forgiveness. A leader who 
expresses the vulnerability of not knowing may seem 
to lack confidence. They will make mistakes and change 
course when unexpected results arise, resulting in what 
may be perceived as inconsistent decision-making. 
A person who leads through curiosity may also take 
an infuriatingly long time to build consensus, while 
engaging in shared governance. If we want leaders who 
are more focused on “getting it right” than “being right” 
we will need to celebrate phrases like, “I got that wrong, 
but I’m going to fix it,” or “I don’t know the answer to 
that, but I’d like to find out.” It is my goal to lead through 
vulnerability and curiosity, and hope for patience when I 
inevitably make mistakes.

Eli Tostado
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To make a donation to any of these programs, contact Tami Jackson at 405-974-3718 or tjackson45@uco.edu. 
To find out more information about the College of Fine Arts and Design visit: cfad.uco.edu

Devin Hill graduated from the University of Central Oklahoma in 2016 with a 
Bachelor Fine Arts degree in dance performance. Here’s what she had to say about 
her experiences since then: 

“During my time at UCO, I was a member of the award-winning Kaleidoscope 
Dance Company, which afforded me the opportunity of working with multiple 
guest artists such: William “Bill” Evans, Clarence Brooks, Brandon Fink, Hannah 
Baumgarden, Jeremy Duvall, Gregg Russell, Lachlan McCarthy and Sami Kropp.

Since graduating from UCO, I have continued to further my knowledge 
of dance by performing, choreographing and participating in intensives and 
workshops across the United States. In 2018, I had the honor of performing with 
Liz Lerman’s Dance Exchange at the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts 
in Washington, D.C. As a result of that experience, I later assisted Dance Exchange’s 
former Co-Artistic Director Mathew Cumbie’s facilitating at Texas Christian 
University in the Still Crossing project. Later in the fall of 2019, I accepted an 
internship from the Washington D.C. based organization Dance Place. This year, I 
have joined ReVision Dance Company, and assist with off-sight classes throughout 
the D.C. Metroplex. I also facilitate movement as a member of Dance Exchange’s 
intergenerational facilitation team. I’m incredibly grateful for the knowledge, 
opportunities and exposure during my time at UCO. My creative exploration, work 
ethics and evolved connections are results from my education from UCO Dance.“  
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The College of Fine Arts and Design recognizes our outstanding corporate supporters.  
Thank you for your investment in the arts at UCO!
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