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dean’s letter

DEAR FRIEND,

We hope this edition of Normal finds you well. The school year is off to a good start at the University 
of Central Oklahoma and the College of Education and Professional Studies. Overall, enrollment 
campus wide is about the same as this time last year, as it is in our college. Our educator 
preparation undergraduate programs continue to reflect the sad national downward trend 
that does not portend well considering our current severe shortage of teachers in the state. 
Fortunately, many of our college health-related programs are enjoying enrollment growth. 
We continue to celebrate the many wonderful students we have and our faculty and staff who 
teach and guide them so well.

This edition of Normal includes many features that reflect our college mission of facilitating 
the development of individuals and delivering programs and services to meet the needs of the 
professional communities served by the college. I can think of no better example of what we 
hope for our graduates to embody than the life and career of Dr. Rául Font. His story is a powerful 
example of how each of us has the ability to improve the lives of others and the greater needs 
of our Metropolitan Oklahoma City community. We continue to develop initiatives aimed at 
meeting the needs of our community, including those related to the ever-increasing number 
of Hispanic community members. The Urban Teacher Preparation Academy (now in its eighth 
year of operation), the Bilingual Paraprofessional Teacher Pipeline Program and the inclusion of 
competencies related to assisting English learners in the undergraduate educator preparation 
programs are all examples of how we are adapting to meet community needs. We are grateful 
for our many outstanding partners including Mary Melon and The Foundation for Oklahoma 
City Public Schools with whom we work in several of these important programs. 

The graduate athletic training program has become one example of our academic offerings 
that enable students to be transformed and, in turn, to transform others. These stories of 
graduates who have parlayed their academic experiences into opportunities for contributing to 
athletic events on the biggest stages around the world, including the Olympic and Paralympics, 
are a reflection of the quality of programs and people in our college. It also should be noted 
that just this summer, Jeff McKibbin, program director, was inducted into the National Athletic 
Trainers Association Hall of Fame. 

You will find many examples of personal and professional accomplishments of our alumni, 
students, staff and faculty colleagues throughout this edition of Normal. Sadly, you will also 
find news of the passing of two great leaders from our college. Our thoughts go out to all of 
the family and friends of Dr. Stewart Beasley and Dr. Gene McPhail. 

In closing, I wish to thank Lorene Roberson and many others without whom this magazine 
would not be possible. We continue to be fortunate to have so many good people who know 
how to work together to create a strong, vibrant and diverse academic community and a 
strong and supportive culture. We appreciate your interest in our work and thank you for your 
friendship.

SINCERELY,

James Machell Jr., Ph.D
Dean, College of Education and Professional Studies

FROM THE DEAN’S OFFICE

FROM LEFT, RAÚL FONT AND JIM MACHELL



UCO ALUMNUS: 
FROM THE STREETS 
TO THE CLASSROOM

BY LORENE A. ROBERSON
Photo by Photo Services



RAÚL FONT
3

Font shouldn’t have been surprised. He has led the way in bridging 
the diversity gap for more than 35 years. 

His career started in the 1970s in Santa Isabel, Puerto Rico, 
eventually bringing him to the U.S. 

Font calls all his jobs memorable, but one really stands out. While 
working as an administrator in the Oklahoma City Public Schools, 
he got the call to serve as principal at Humble High School, a 
suburb just outside of Houston.

“The goal was to move this mainstream, ethnic student population 
that was practicing in a conventional, factory-like school setting, 
and transform it into a democratic, small professional learning 
community,” Font said. 

Did Font and his team succeed?

“Definitely! We became a more sensitive, inclusive and result- 
driven student body and faculty.”

Font eventually returned to Oklahoma where he has held a 
variety of positions in education. Today, he is the president of 
the Latino Community Development Agency, which serves adults 
and children in south Oklahoma City. In 2016 alone, the agency 
helped more than 44,000 people.

The Chicago native has received many prestigious awards, 
possesses impressive academic credentials and has a slew of 
work experience.

If it weren’t for basketball, however, he might not have done any 
of those things. 

THE BACK STORY
For the first 11 years of Font’s life, his family shuttled between 
Chicago and Camden, New Jersey. He was one of four kids in a 
single-parent family getting by on $300 a month. Font didn’t see his 
world as impoverished or disadvantaged. It was just a life that was 
uninspiring. For excitement, the young boy turned to the streets.

“At 5, I started running the streets of Chicago, and at 12, I was 
calling myself a man of the world,” Font said. 

At that point, Font’s mom decided the family needed a change, 
so she moved Font and his siblings to Santa Isabel, Puerto Rico. 
Despite the new surroundings, Font’s troubled history was on the 
verge of repeating itself in Santa Isabel. Public school administrators 
there wanted to hold him back a year. Why? Because he could 
not read, write or speak Spanish.

In the U.S., Font spoke English and what he calls “street Spanish.” 
However, in Puerto Rico, his English reading and writing skills 
weren’t up to par as he could not speak, write or read Spanish. 

Font, caught in the middle of two worlds, turned back to what he 
knew –– street life. 

“I said NO WAY to being held back a grade and spent a semester 
running the streets in Ciales — my mom didn’t have much to say 
about it,” Font said.

One day, a man spotted Font on the basketball courts and 
asked, “Why aren’t you in school? What’s wrong with you? Why 
are you angry?”

That man was Jose Mendez — known on the streets as Papo — 
and he eventually became Font’s mentor, telling him to “get his 
act together.” 

Papo’s solution to Font’s anger? Shoot the ball. Over and over 
and over. 

“I was on the court all the time. Being on the court also was a 
legal way to hit someone,” Font recalled.

“Papo taught me everything I knew about basketball. He brought 
me into a group — all guys older than I — seven or eight of us. It 
was like a semi-pro league. We never lost a game,” Font said.
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R AÚL FONT, ED.D., ADMITS HE WAS CAUGHT OFF GUARD WHEN CENTRAL’S MULTICULTURAL       
         EDUCATION INSTITUTE NAMED HIM THE 2017 FRIEND OF DIVERSITY.

IN FRONT OF 400 PEOPLE, THE ARTICULATE UCO ALUMNUS FOUND HIMSELF SPEECHLESS.

“IT WAS THE SHORTEST SPEECH I’VE EVER GIVEN,” HE JOKED. “I NEVER EXPECTED THE AWARD. MY 
WIFE, REYNA, KNEW BEFOREHAND, BUT NEVER EVEN HINTED ABOUT IT. IT WAS SUCH AN HONOR.”



Papo also got Font back in the classroom, telling the youngster 
that to coach basketball, he had to go to school. 

Font managed to graduate from high school, but not without a 
few bumps in the road. 

“I had an attitude and still had problems here and there in 
school,” he said. “I was suspended during my senior year — for 
stupid stuff.”

A MULTICULTURAL FUTURE
Font attended the University of Puerto Rico, Mayaguez, where he 
was a walk-on basketball player. In his sophomore year, however, 
a game of street ball tore up his knee, putting an end to that 
dream. So to pay for college, Font played saxophone on weekends 
with Los Salseros, a salsa band.

Font earned a bachelor’s degree in English, eventually teaching 
and coaching in Santa Isabel Public Schools. His Spanish-speaking 
skills, along with his English, were now up to par — no matter 
where he lived. 

In the 1980s, Font and his family relocated to Oklahoma for a job 
at Tinker Air Force Base. He wasn’t sure what to expect.

“I had no earthly idea. To me, Oklahoma was cowboy movies, no 
streets and everyone on horses,” he said. “There was no Internet 

back then to see what Oklahoma looked like, so we thought we 
would eventually return to Puerto Rico. 

“We never did.”

Font’s first job was as a training manager at Burger King in Del City, 

Oklahoma. That didn’t last too long. He got sick of smelling like 
hamburger patties. He had applied at Tinker Air Force Base, however, 
and in the process, he realized he wanted to return to teaching. 

So one day Font, with his three kids in tow, visited Central’s 
campus. April Haulman, a freshly-minted instructor at Central in 
1983, met with Font. Her new job was to lead Central’s Master of 
Education in Bilingual Education Program. 

“Raúl was at a crossroads in his life, so we chatted,” Haulman said. 

That chat took place with Font’s three kids — between the ages 
of 2 and 5 — “being all squirmy and wriggling. However, the kids 
listened politely as their dad and I talked.

“And so it began,” Haulman said. 

She hired Font as her first graduate assistant. Two years later, 
Font graduated summa cum laude with a master’s in education. 
“Dr. April Haulman encouraged me to work on my master’s — 
and that changed my life,” Font said. 

HIS DREAM
“Dr. Font is a go-getter,” Haulman said. 

There’s no doubt about that. Font eventually went from being 
a “traveling teacher” in the Moore (Oklahoma) Public School 
System to administrator for the Oklahoma State Department of 
Education’s Bilingual Education/National Origin Program. 
The 1980s were a time of change for Oklahoma. Boards of 
directors who were wielding power in both non- and non-profit 
organizations were realizing that the state’s past, present and 
future were multicultural — but their boards were not. 

CAPTION

Raúl Font and members of his family at the UCO Distinguished Alumni luncheon. From left, Raúl Omar Font Hernandez, 
Mireya Ponce, Gabriela Saraí Font, Raúl and his wife Reyna Font, Yelitza Marie Font-Hernandez, Natalia Yvet Font and Marisol Ponce. 

2017. Photo by Photo Services

Raúl Font (right) with colleagues Cheryl Leaver-Huffman 
and Van Anderson. 1980s. Photo Provided

Raúl Font (right) presents the Patricia B. Fennell 
Life Achievement Award to H.E. “Gene Rainbolt”

 on behalf of the Latino Community Development Agency. 
2016. Photo Provided Raúl Font, fifth from left, and the “Hommy” Santa Isabel Basketball Team in Puerto Rico. 1978. Photo Provided



“Various organizations realized they needed to change the look 
on the boards. As a Hispanic male, I became pretty popular,” 
Font said. 

Font served on boards for the State Legalization Impact Assistance 
Grant (SLIAG), The University of Oklahoma, INTEGRIS Mental 
Health and Community Counseling Center, and United Way of 
Central Oklahoma, to name a few.     

United Way, the Community Council of Central Oklahoma and 
Neighborhood Services Organization decided it was time to 
invest in the state’s growing Hispanic community. 

So in 1991, the Latino Community Development Agency was 
formed by a United Way task force comprised of Martha Lippert, 
Ernie Gomez and Font. Patricia Fennell, a social worker, was hired 
as its first executive director. 

Font credits Fennell with developing the agency into what it is 
today. Fennell focused on education, health, prevention and 
treatment programs — all “remain the cornerstone of the agency 
today,” Font said.

The agency is housed in Riverside, a community of many ethnic 
backgrounds, mostly working class, some retired and low- to-
middle-income families, in modest homes. The agency’s 50-plus 
employees and volunteers work in the former Riverside Elementary 
School, which was closed in 1985 and later regifted to the agency. 
The 110-year-old building is in desperate need of renovation, and 
it is one of Font’s many goals to see the old building restored.

Font’s dream also is to expand the agency’s services to other 
heavily populated Latino areas in Oklahoma.

“The Latino population is the fastest growing ethnic group in 
Oklahoma,” Font said. “We are scattered around the metro and 
no longer are just on the south side.” 

That said, Font admits that he’s most comfortable on Oklahoma 
City’s southside, a neighborhood he understands. 

“I want all the kids nobody wants. I want the gang schools. I want 
the school where nobody expects the kids to do well,” he said. 
“Don’t tell me I can’t do stuff.”

It’s that attitude that his colleague and friend, James Machell, 
Ph.D., dean of UCO’s College of Education and Professional 
Studies, admires. 

“Dr. Raúl Font embodies what we envision in graduates from 
the College of Education and Professional Studies at the University 
of Central Oklahoma. He is a highly competent and deeply 
compassionate professional educator and leader who is working 
every day to improve the lives of people and the greater Oklahoma 
City Metropolitan community,” Machell said.

“We could not be more proud of who he is and what he does and 
are grateful for his friendship and connection to our college.”• 

CHILDHOOD HOME: 
Santa Isabel, Puerto Rico (starting at age 12 - 1964)

FAMILY: 
Wife, Reyna Font; Children: Raúl Omar Font, DC, 
Adiari Marie McCall, Yelitza Marie Font, Natalía Yvet Font, 
an Gabriela Saraí Font; and eight grandchildren. 

EDUCATION: 
University of Puerto Rico at Mayaguez, bachelor’s
Central State University, master’s 
The University of Oklahoma, doctorate

FIRST JOB: 
Kindergarten teacher, Puerto Rico, 1974

HONORS INCLUDE:
Recipient, UCO Distinguished Alumni Award; Friend of 
Diversity, Multicultural Education Institute; Patriot Award, 
Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve; Leadership 
Award, Boys Scouts of America; Collaborator of the Year, 
CareNet Child Advocacy; CommStar Community Award, 
Tinker Air Force Base; Class XVI, Leadership Oklahoma 
City; Excellence in Administration Education Award, South 
Oklahoma City Chamber of Commerce; Administrator Rec-
ognition Award, Oklahoma City Public Schools; Assistant 
Principal of the Year, Oklahoma City Public Schools; Out-
standing Leadership Citation of Commendation, Oklahoma 
State Senate; and President’s Award, Oklahoma Associa-
tion for Bilingual Education 

SPARE TIME: 
Reading, jogging, exercising

RAÚL
FONT, ED.D.
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Raúl Font and members of his family at the UCO Distinguished Alumni luncheon. From left, Raúl Omar Font Hernandez, 
Mireya Ponce, Gabriela Saraí Font, Raúl and his wife Reyna Font, Yelitza Marie Font-Hernandez, Natalia Yvet Font and Marisol Ponce. 

2017. Photo by Photo Services Photo Provided



ATHLETIC
TRAINING:
Meeting the Demands
of a Growing Field BY RICHARD CARAM  

Just seven years ago, Central’s Graduate Athletic Training Program was accredited by the 
Commission on Accreditation of Athletic Training Education (CAATE), making it the first of its 
kind in Oklahoma and only one of 26 in the country. Since 2010, these University of Central 
Oklahoma graduates have made significant inroads into the field of athletic training. Here are 
four of their stories.

MAKING HISTORY 
Ben Cowin checked off one of the biggest boxes on his bucket 
list — attend the Olympic Games. 

The Oklahoma native not only went to the 2016 Games in Rio de 
Janeiro, he was on the sidelines, serving as a medical provider to 
referees for both the U.S. men’s and women’s teams for sevens 
rugby, a shorter and less complicated version of the sport. It was 
a historic occasion in that it was rugby’s return to the Olympics 
after more than a 90-year absence. 

There’s no question that the assignment gave the 2002 alumnus 
extraordinary access to people, places and experiences that most 
do not have.  

“I am blessed to have seen the games live. I was so fortunate to 
be with athletes and referees from all over the world and to have 
played a small role in such a historical event,” Cowin said.

Athletics has been a key part of Cowin’s life since childhood. He 
has lived in several places in Oklahoma, including Okeene, 
Edmond and Grove, playing a variety of sports in each town. 

After a serious injury in high school, Cowin started looking at 
sports through a different lens.

Cowin’s high school coach recommended contacting Jeff McKibbin, 
director of UCO’s Graduate Athlete Training Program. So Cowin 
enrolled at UCO, paying his way through school as a student 
athletic trainer. He earned a bachelor’s degree in Physical Education- 
Recreation Management from UCO in 2002 and a master’s in 
Athletic Training from Indiana State University.

Today Cowin, who holds a doctorate of Chiropractic, owns Action 
Spine and Sports Medicine, a private sports medicine practice in 
Denver, built around amateur and professional athletes who want 
to get back in the game quickly.

What’s next on Cowin’s bucket list? He plans to be at the 2018 
World Cup in San Francisco and 2020 Summer Olympic Games in 
Tokyo. His latest journey is in December 2017. He travels to the 
Women’s Sevens Series in Dubai, which is the starting point on 
the road to the 2020 Olympics. 

PARALYMPIC MOVEMENT 
Katherine King Mathes is hooked on musculoskeletal anatomy – that’s 
muscles, tendons, ligaments, bones and joints to the average guy.

Mathes’ interest in the field started as a student in a Care and 
Prevention of Athletic Injuries class at Carl Albert High School in 
Midwest City, Oklahoma. A ballet dancer since age 8, she always 
was focused on staying healthy. 
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“Since high school, I have been trying to solve the puzzles in injuries,” 
said Mathes who earned a master’s in Athletic Training in 2012.  

In 2009, Mathes earned a bachelor’s degree in Natural Science 
from St. Gregory’s University. “As I was graduating, UCO had just 
finished the first year of its Graduate Athletic Training Program

After learning that they had achieved their CAATE accreditation, 
I decided to apply and I was accepted,” she said. 

Central’s program introduced Mathes to adaptive sports when she 
volunteered at the Endeavor Games held at UCO, a U.S. Olympic 
and Paralympic Training Site. “At the Endeavor Games, I had met 
one of the men’s national team athletes. Years later, in 2014, he 
happened to be at a softball game at the university where I was 
working and told me the national team needed a resident athletic 
trainer,” she said. 

Mathes applied and one month later got the job, working with the 
USA Volleyball Men’s National Team. The assignment allowed her 
to travel to the 2016 Paralympics in Rio.

“The trip was just over three weeks, including travel and time in 
Rio. We stayed in the Paralympic village that was converted to be 
accessible after the Olympics concluded. It was incredible to be 
around athletes across the different sports and disabilities. Most of 
our competitions are only sitting volleyball, so it was fun getting to 
learn about the other disciplines,” she said. 

Adaptive sports has slowly been gaining more international attention 
since the 1996 Summer Olympics, the first Paralympics to get 
mass media sponsorship. 

“My hope for sitting volleyball and all adaptive sports is for the grass 
roots movement to continue gaining ground so that anyone has access 

to these sports. I am proud to be a part of this grass roots movement 
and to share with the world the true ideals of sport,” she said.

Today the Oklahoma City resident continues to work with the sitting 
volleyball men’s national team. She traveled to the 2017 Para-Volley 
Pan America Sitting Volleyball Championships in October in Canada, 
a major qualifier for the 2018 World Championships. 

MANY FIRSTS
Patrick Lawrence has had many firsts in his short career as an 
athletic trainer. 

He observed the first para-athlete competition at California’s State 
Track and Field Championships; he supported the World Adaptive 
Surfing Championship; and he witnessed hundreds of athletes 
running for the first time on prosthetics at mobility clinics.

“I’ve been fortunate to watch individuals with physical disabilities 
discover that they can be an athlete, and all I can say is, I love my 
job, and I care deeply about adaptive sports,” said Lawrence, who 
earned a master’s in Athletic Training in 2013 from UCO.

Ben Cowin and the head official of the Australia vs. 
Zealand match at the 2016 Summer Olympics. Australia 

won the first Olympic gold medal awarded 
in women’s rugby seven. Photo Provided

Patrick Lawrence and Katherine King Mathes at 
the Rio Paralympics in 2016. Photo Provided

Samantha Carter (right) and softball player Kelsey 
Stewart, a 2016 graduate of the University of Florida, 

at a competition in Japan. Photo Provided



Lawrence has parlayed his experiences into a job as senior 
programs manager for Challenged Athletes Foundation in San 
Diego, while also working as an athletic trainer with the Women’s 
National Team for USA Sitting Volleyball. 

Lawrence had the experience of a lifetime at the Rio Paralympics in 
2016, where the U.S. Women’s National Team won the gold medal. 

“The gold medal match was a blur, and it was exciting to thor-
oughly beat China after losing so closely against them in 2012. 
I have been with the team for three years, and the 2016 games 
were a culmination of a lot of hard work. I witnessed our team 
come together and become dominant,” he said.  

Next up for Lawrence is Sitting Volleyball Zonal Championships in 
Canada. The competition is a qualifier for World Championships 
in the Netherlands in 2018. Lawrence will work with the team to 
repeat being gold medalists in the 2020 Paralympics.

“I have the opportunity to represent my country and wear the 
American flag on my chest. I am blessed to have such awesome 
purpose with my life,” he said.  

A PATH OF HER OWN 
Samantha Carter wasn’t going to let a major setback stop her.

In 2012, Carter had back surgery, leaving the Poteau, Oklahoma, 
native bedridden. For the young woman who had been a star athlete 
at Howe Public Schools, the surgery could have been a roadblock. 

But it wasn’t.

“I had a lot of time to rethink my career. I pivoted from sports 
I loved to play, to focusing on my studies in kinesiology, which 
eventually led to a career in athletic training,” Carter said.

That path has paid off. In just a little over two years, Carter has 
made a dent in the athletic training business, now working with 
top level softball players and Olympic athletes. 

Carter’s journey began after earning a master’s in Athletic Training 
in 2015 from UCO. After graduation, she headed to San Diego 
and worked for Rehab United Physical Therapy, followed by an 
internship at the University of California San Diego. During the 
school year, she works at Midwestern State University as an 
instructor and athletic trainer for women’s volleyball and softball.  

Carter’s summers for the past two years have been as an athletic 
trainer for the USA Softball Women’s National Team and Elite 
Teams. The team practices and plays at the Amateur Softball 
Association Hall of Fame Complex in Oklahoma City. In 2016, 
they traveled to events in McKinney and Woodlands, Texas; 
Tokyo; and Surrey, British Columbia, Canada.

Carter supervises scrimmages and games, performs and records 
injury evaluations, and works closely with the USA Team physician. 
During summer 2017, Carter and the team were on the road in 
Canada, California, Florida and Alabama. 

Softball is one of five new sports that will be added to the Tokyo 
2020 Olympic Games. 
 
“You get the opportunity to see so many talented athletes from 
all over the United States who come and compete for a chance to 
represent the USA at the Olympics,” she said. 

Carter credits the instructors in Central’s Athletic Training Program 
for giving her these opportunities.

“Jeff McKibbin and Ed Sunderland were the best mentors anyone 
in athletic training could ask for,” Carter said. 

“They pushed me and trained me to be ready for the unexpected 
and taught me that nothing ever goes as planned in the life of an 
athletic trainer.” • 

Richard Caram serves on the Advocacy Council for the College of 
Education and Professional Studies.  He earned a bachelor's degree 
in Journalism and a master's degree in Educational Leadership, both 
from UCO. 

MEET THE GATP FACULTY 
Jeff McKibbin (left) and Ed Sunderland prepare students for 
careers as athletic trainers. Since 2007, UCO has had 64 certified 
athletic trainers graduate. Both instructors have been honored 
many times over for their contributions to the field by the Nation-
al Athletic Trainers’ Association. Photo by Photo Services
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The UCO College of Education and Professional Studies (CEPS) welcomed eight new faculty 
members in 2016-2017 and nine in 2017-2018 to a roster that now tallies 104 full-time faculty. 

“Our faculty members are committed to teaching, serving the community and to scholarly 
activities,” said James Machell, Ph.D., CEPS dean. On these three pages, learn about our

 faculty who are in their second year of teaching at Central.

CEPS FACULTY:
Teaching is First Priority

JAMIE CLARK
Instructor

Department of Kinesiology
and Health Studies

Ph.D., Oklahoma State University,
Anticipated Graduation 2017

Jamie Clark began her UCO career as an adjunct instructor for the 
Department of Kinesiology and Health Studies in 2014; in 2016, 
she became a full-time instructor at Central. Prior to teaching 
at Central, she taught U.S. History at Choctaw (Oklahoma) High 
School, managed health plans for a private insurer, and execut-
ed a grassroots outreach campaign for the federal government. 
She has been a professional sport coach for 13 years and has led 
athletes at the high school, collegiate and U.S. Paralympic levels. 
Clark earned a bachelor’s degree in criminal justice and a master’s 
in wellness management, both from UCO. She was a graduate 
assistant coach for UCO Volleyball from 2011-2014. Clark is a 
doctoral candidate in the Health and Human Performance 
program at Oklahoma State University with research interests that 
focus on the human performance and the sociology of sport. One 
of her research goals is to develop best practices for the successful 
post-athletic career transition of college athletes. 

SHONNA COVIN
Instructor
Department of Kinesiology
and Health Studies
M.S., Sports and Exercise Science,
West Texas A&M University

Shonna Covin teaches Healthy Life Skills at UCO, a course that 
explores health promotion and disease prevention, as well as 
takes an in-depth look at fitness, nutrition, substance abuse 
prevention and positive life skills. Prior to joining UCO, Covin was 
a wellness educator at Texas A&M University. Covin is certified in 
many areas including Great Start Premarital Counseling and Train-
ing, a program that is part of the Texas Marriage Initiative. During 
her tenure at Texas A&M, Covin spearheaded the development 
of the fitness challenge contest and oversaw wellness programs. 
She earned a bachelor’s degree in health and physical education 
from Tabor College and a master’s in sports and exercise science 
from West Texas A&M University.



TARA DALINGER
Instructor

Donna Nigh Department of Advanced
Professional and Special Services
Ph.D., Oklahoma State University,

Anticipated Graduation 2018

Tara Dalinger is a doctoral candidate in Educational Technology at 
Oklahoma State University with studies that specialize in research, 
evaluation, measurement and statistics. Dalinger earned a 
bachelor’s degrees in elementary education and French, and a 
master’s in instructional media, all from UCO. In 2002, Dalinger 
served as Central’s class marshal for the College of Education and 
Professional Studies. Her research interests include cognitive load 
theory, diffusion of innovations, teacher professional development, 
assessment modalities, and issues of equity and fidelity in school 
libraries. Dalinger has 11 years of experience in public schools, 
having served as a library media specialist and a secondary French 
teacher. She has taught students in every grade level from Pre-K-12 
and has experience in both rural and urban school districts.

KEVIN FINK
Assistant Professor 

Department of Kinesiology
and Health Studies

Ph.D., Oklahoma State University

Kevin Fink is an assistant professor. Prior to joining UCO, he was 
a research assistant professor at OSU working with the Tobacco 
Settlement Endowment Trust’s Communities of Excellence in 
Physical Activity and Nutrition and Healthy Living Program. From 
2011-2012, he served as an employment services coordinator 
at Oklahoma City Community College. Fink earned a bachelor’s 
degree in psychology and a bachelor’s in justice systems, both 
from Truman State University; a master’s in educational psychology 
focusing on research, evaluation, measurement and statistics, and 
a doctorate in health, leisure, and human performance, both from 
Oklahoma State University.

LAUREN LOUCKS
Assistant Professor
Department of Kinesiology
and Health Studies
Ed.D., Northcentral University

Lauren Loucks is an assistant professor in Central’s Department 
of Kinesiology and Health Studies. Prior to joining UCO, Loucks 
was a clinical instructor in the Health, Physical Education and 
Recreation Department at Emporia State University. She earned 
a bachelor’s degree in physical education from the University of 
Central Missouri, a master’s degree from Emporia State University 
and a doctorate from Northcentral University. A native Missou-
rian, Loucks taught middle school physical education in Clinton, 
Missouri, for two years. She received the Young Professional Award 
from the Missouri Association for Health, Physical Education, 
Recreation and Dance in 2003 by demonstrating outstanding 
potential for scholarship, teaching and professional leadership in 
her field. 

SEAN MCMILLAN
Instructor
Department of Psychology
M.A., Forensic Psychology, 
University of Central Oklahoma 

Sean McMillan began his teaching career at UCO as an 
adjunct professor in 2015 and was hired as a full-time psychology 
instructor in August 2016. He earned a bachelor’s degree in 
psychology and a master’s degree in forensic psychology, both 
from UCO. McMillan, whose main research interest is psychopathy, 
has presented his research at more than 20 conferences in the 
U.S. and abroad.

CEPS FACULTY: Teaching is First Priority
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DAWN PEARCE
Instructor

Donna Nigh Department of Advanced 
Professional and Special Services
Ph.D., Oklahoma State University, 

Anticipated Graduation 2019

Dawn M. Pearce is pursuing a doctorate in educational leader-
ship and policy studies at Oklahoma State University. She earned 
both a bachelor’s degree in elementary education and a master’s 
in information media with an emphasis in applied technology 
from UCO. Pearce served in public education for over 20 years 
in a variety of leadership capacities. During Pearce’s K-12 career, 
she and her team were the recipients of an Apple Distinguished 
Program Award and a Lightspeed Systems Innovative Programs 
Award. Pearce, in addition to teaching duties, is part of the 
EDU-Innovator program, where she works to develop and design 
blended learning environments for the educational leadership 
program at UCO.   

MICHELLE ROBERTSON
Instructor

Donna Nigh Department of Advanced 
Professional and Special Services
Ph.D., Oklahoma State University, 

Anticipated Graduation 2018

Michelle Robertson teaches library media classes at UCO. From 
1999 to 2004, she taught first grade at Roosevelt Elementary 
School, a Title I school in Tulsa. From 2004 to 2016, she served 
as a school library media specialist in Tulsa Public Schools. “I 
worked in a Title 1 environment my entire career at Tulsa Public 
Schools,” she said. “This brought with it many joys and many 
challenges.” She is a National Board Certified Teacher. Robertson 
holds a bachelor’s degree in political science from Oklahoma 
State University; a bachelor’s in elementary education from UCO; 
and a master’s in library and information sciences from The 
University of Oklahoma. Currently, she is working on a doctorate 
in technology in education at OSU. •

2017-2018 FACULTY
The College of Education and Professional Studies 
welcomes the following educators who are beginning 
their teaching careers at Central:

DOROTHY CADY, Instructor, Department of Adult 
Education and Safety Sciences

MANSUR CHOUDRY, Instructor, Donna Nigh 
Department of Advanced Professional and 
Special Services

MICHELLE JOHNSON, Instructor, 
Department of Curriculum and Instruction 

JUDI LASHLEY, PH.D., Visiting Assistant Professor, 
Department of Curriculum and Instruction

JACLYN MAASS, PH.D., Assistant Professor, 
Department of Psychology

CAIT PORTERFIELD, Instructor, Forensic Science 
Institute/Department of Educational Sciences, 
Foundations and Research

LISA SIELERT, Visiting Instructor, Department 
of Curriculum and Instruction

AMY THOMAS, Lecturer, Donna Nigh Department 
of Advanced Professional and Special Services

AMY TOWNSEND, ED.D., Lecturer, Department 
of Kinesiology and Health Studies 

CEPS FACULTY



Some of UCO’s future teachers are getting an unusual   
               hands-on classroom experience before they do their 
               student teaching.

The early immersion is thanks to two UCO professors who 
are trailblazing a co-teaching program they developed after 
serendipitous volunteer efforts.

The ball started rolling about 15 years ago when Darlinda Cassel, 
Ph.D., was finishing her doctorate and her daughter began first 
grade. At that point, Cassel had already taught kindergarten 
through eighth grade in four states over 16 years. 

The focus of her doctoral work was math education in the upper 
elementary grades. So, it was a natural for her to volunteer to 
teach math every Thursday morning to her daughter’s class.

The volunteer effort continued — every Thursday morning, her 
daughter’s class, through middle school. The sessions gave Cassel 
a unique opportunity to try new approaches to teaching math. 
However, about middle school, she set up a fun activity where 
the students would measure their shadows, with one problem. 
“I was stumped by their science questions,” she said.

So, she invited her UCO colleague Daniel Vincent, Ph.D., to join 
her. Both professors are in UCO’s Curriculum and Instruction 
department. Cassel teaches students how to teach math, and 
Vincent teaches how to teach science.

“He ended up going with me multiple times,” she said.

“Then we thought,” Cassel said, “Our students need to see this.”

The pair realized they were modeling co-teaching, something 
their students would do as student teachers. Plus, Vincent and 
Cassel were teaching science and math using non-traditional 
methods — methods which are advocated on both the state and 
national levels.

However, the challenge was how to give our teacher-candidates a 
consistent experience, for class credit, in actual elementary 
classroom settings. 

They approached UCO College of Education Dean James 
Machell, Ph.D. 

“No one had done a concurrent class,” Cassel said. “But Dean 
Machell was very supportive and let us keep trying different ideas.”

THEORY
MEETS PRACTICE
BY GYPSY HOGAN

UCO student Julianne Persa (right) works on a catapult with elementary students. Photo by Lorene A. Roberson

Trailblazing Professors Merge Math and Science
BY GYPSY HOGAN
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THEORY
MEETS PRACTICE

Now, their “idea” is in its fourth year of operation, with students 
this year working with fifth graders at Washington Irving, which 
just happens to include Vincent’s daughter. (Cassel’s daughter is 
now a senior in college studying mechanical engineering.)

Here’s how it works.

UCO students enroll in Vincent’s 8 a.m. class on teaching 
science, followed by Cassel’s 9:30 teaching intermediate 
math class. That gives the two professors from 8-10:50 a.m.
to co-teach their students, preparing them to work with 
younger students.

“For the first third of the semester, we model the classroom, 
working as if we are the teachers and they are the elementary/
middle school students,” Cassel said. “For the second third, they 
are in the elementary schools as the teachers.”

For the last third, the UCO students attend Cassel’s and Vincent’s 
classes separately, focusing on what they need to learn to improve 
their teaching skills in the respective areas of math and science. 

Altogether, they spend six mornings in a grade school classroom 
working with students. Two UCO students will co-teach a group 
of four to five younger students. They are all in one area, where 
Cassel and Vincent are watching, assessing and stepping in when 
needed, forming what one UCO student called a welcomed 
safety net.

Last year, the elementary students designed a catapult. This year, 
they’re designing a “Barbie bungee cord,” using rubber bands 
attached to a Barbie doll. The challenge is to give Barbie the 
most bounce possible.

The project gives students opportunities to employ mathematics, 
engineering, science and technology as they assess the forces of 
motion and energy, Vincent said. The elementary students also 
photograph and record their progress, using iPad minis, for a 
final presentation of data. In addition, iPhones are used to record 
Barbie’s bounce height, using measuring sticks and the phones’ 
slow-motion recording capability.

“We think it is transformative learning for both our UCO teacher- 
candidates and the younger students,” Vincent said. “Over the 
six days they are in the classroom, we notice changes in our 
students’ teaching skills. On Day One, they’re good at giving 
information, but struggle with asking questions” that prompt 
students to think and act on their own. 

“For most, it’s not how they were taught. It’s new to them,” 
he said. “By Day Six, we see them being pretty consistent with 
changes and improvements.”

For the UCO students, their reflections indicate a wide range 
of reactions.

Central students gather after teaching class at Washington Irving Elementary School in Edmond. They each are scheduled to graduate this month or in Spring 2018 with a bachelor’s degree 
in elementary education. Front row, from left, Ashtyn Holzhauser, Shelbi Noakes, Brailey Hebert, Mariel Medina, Amy Milligan; Middle row, from left, Cheryl Fox, Katherine Carroway, Kalie Welch, 

Holly Dill, Aubrey Haas, Julianne Persa, Desirae Rodriguez, Kayla Pickle; Back row, from left, Darlinda Cassel, Jarred Turley, Rebekah Stevens and Daniel Vincent. Photo by Lorene A. Roberson

THEORY MEETS PRACTICE



“It was eye opening to see the excitement and engaging influence 
this had on the students when they were able to figure out the science 
and math to the lever,” Stephanie Kapraun wrote of her experience 
helping students develop a catapult.

“It was a good opportunity to see how diverse a classroom will be,” 
Anna Adams wrote. “The field experience has influenced me to think 
differently as a teacher. I need to change how I teach to fit the student’s 
needs. Everything will not go as planned, but that is OK.”

“I have spent most of the last two weeks wondering how I could have 
improved my interactions and presentations with these students,” wrote 
Reagan Novak, who had the challenge of one student who was reluctant 
to participate. Nonetheless, she wrote, “Being able to see how a student’s 
understanding over a topic can grow over a short amount of class periods 
is rewarding because I knew I was doing my job as a teacher.”

Another student said the experience took away her fear of working with 
older students. Another was challenged to learn classroom management 
techniques for handling disruptive students. Another student appreciated 
the group discussions that followed the classroom experiences. She 
appreciated hearing the struggles of others and how they overcame them.

“It made me realize that our profession is very difficult. It does take 
patience and understanding,” wrote Shelby Bishop. “But it also requires 
the knowledge that is provided to you in the course work that is required 
for our degree.”

The experience moved UCO student Chelce Garms from the realm of 
theory to practice.

“When you have four children look back at you for instruction, and they 
come to you for understanding, it really hits you at a whole other level,” 
she wrote.

Then there was the issue of time management. “Where one child was 
beginning to form their own theory, two more could be completely confused 
still, while another isn’t paying attention to anything,” she recalled. “I can only 
imagine how difficult it is with 25 students.”

For Cassel and Vincent, their students’ experiences and feedback are 
most rewarding.

“One of the key things for all of us is that Vincent and I get to be mentors 
in real time to our students,” Cassel said. 

Overall, the program gives them great hope for the future success of 
their students — all of whom listed in this article are now teaching in 
Oklahoma classrooms. •

Gypsy Hogan is the publications editor for the University of Central Oklahoma.

Daniel Vincent and Darlinda Cassel receive the Collaborative Team Work Award 
at the UCO College of Education and Professional Studies Honors and Awards 

Banquet in April 2017. Photo by Photo Services



Stay connected
to Central!

As a graduate of the College of Education 
and Professional Studies, we know you 

are doing great things and we thank you! 
Take Joyce Ryel who earned a master’s 

and a bachelor’s degree in Adult Education, 
with both focusing on industrial safety. 

She has served in key roles at Hamm Co., 
Complete Energy Services and Super 

Energy Services, and was the 2015-2016 
president of the Association of Energy 

Service Companies, the premier association 
of the energy service industry. Thank you 

for your amazing work, Joyce!  

Be sure to stay connected to
your alma mater. Update your 

information today at 
CENTRALCONNECTION.ORG/UPDATEINFO

Photo Provided

15



AB: Tell me about the path that led you to working in the 
safety industry. 
JR: I was a stay-at-home mom who helped raise three children 
and took care of the farm. After my kids were in college, I went 
to work answering phones for the same company I currently work 
for, at Superior Energy Services. I found out that if I moved to 
the safety department, I could make 25 cents more, so I took 
that opportunity. Within two weeks, our department went under 
a huge Department of Transportation (DOT) audit, and I ended up 
working with the auditor. I worked long hours to determine what he 
needed and eventually helped turn the safety department around. 
Once I began performing training on driver logs, I was hooked 
and quickly realized that this was my first love. I love being 
able to work with the people who do the job, the boots on the 
ground. My company paid for me to go to college, and I eventually 
received my associate’s degree from Northern Oklahoma College 
and my bachelor’s and master’s degrees from UCO. I worked full 
time while attending college, and many of my days would start at 
3 a.m. and end after my night class. It was hard work but worth it. 
It’s all a dream. Some days, I pinch myself thinking I can’t believe I 
get to do this for a living and enjoy my work this much!

AB: Why are you so passionate about safety? 
JR: Safety is about people. As I tell students in my UCO class, 
when you see a news story about an accident, take a minute to 
realize that is someone’s son or daughter or mom or dad. They 
are not simply a name in the newspaper; they are not just a fatality 
number; they are a person. That’s why I am passionate about 

safety. I am passionate about making sure people make it home 
to their families every day. To do this job well, you have to give 
with your whole heart. 

AB: You have had the unique opportunity to help guide different 
safety regulations and lead the discussions on the future of 
safety. How did you become involved in this type of work?
JR: I had some of the first flame-resistant clothing (FRC) issues in 
the United States while working in North Dakota. However, out 
of that experience, I gained a vast amount of knowledge through 
extensive research and had the opportunity to testify in front of 
the Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA). That 
allowed me to be asked to be part of additional committees that 
help guide regulations. Now I serve as the chairperson for the 
American Petroleum Institute’s Recommended Practice 54 Task 
Group that recommends occupational safety procedures for oil 
and gas well drilling and servicing operations. 

AB: What is your greatest piece of advice you could offer to 
students or alumni?
JR: Get involved! Find what interests you and give of your time. 
You have to give of yourself before you get things back. Volunteer 
for opportunities inside and outside of your workplace. I am no 
different from anyone else except that I was in the right place at 
the right time and seized those opportunities presented to me. If 
you keep learning, keep giving and, most importantly, keep caring, 
good comes back to you tenfold.

FUN FACTS
CHILDHOOD HOME: Born in Independence, Kansas. Moved to 
Laverne, Oklahoma, in the sixth grade,

EDUCATION: 
• Laverne High School
• Northern Oklahoma College, associate’s degree in Business
• University of Central Oklahoma, bachelor’s degree in Industrial    
   Safety
• UCO, master’s in Adult Education with an emphasis in Industrial  
   Safety

CAREER: Corporate Health Safety, Environment and Quality 
Management (HSEQ) Auditor and Department of Transportation 
(DOT) Specialist at Superior Energy Services

HONORS: Safety Person on the Year from the Association of 
Energy Service Companies; Carrier of the Year Award from the 
Oklahoma Trucking Association; Safety Professional of the Year 
from Oklahoma Safety Management Council; Outstanding Ameri-
can Society of Safety Engineers Safety Student UCO; and Highest 
Achievement Award in the Dale Carnegie Leadership Programup-
holds me. I love what I do.” 

PROFESSOR RYEL: Since 2008, Ryel has taught industrial safety 
students in a Transportation Safety class at UCO. 

MOTIVATION: “When I was struggling as a new safety professional, 
I read the best quote from Maya Angelou: ‘You can only become 
truly accomplished at something you love.’ That is what upholds 
me. I love what I do.”

SAFETY FIRST:
A Q&A WITH ALUMNA JOYCE RYEL

Hard work is part of Joyce Ryel. Amy Bowman, development manager for the UCO College 
of Education and Professional Studies, visited with the UCO Industrial Safety alumna about 
her passion for safety and education.



PHOTO ALBUM
HOMECOMING
“UCO Homecoming 2016: Light the Broncho Within!” brought 
friends, family and alumni together to celebrate the pride and 
spirit of UCO. Photos by Lorene A. Roberson

UNIVERSITY OF CENTRAL OKLAHOMA COLLEGE OF EDUCATION AND PROFESSIONAL STUDIES

From left, CEPS dean James Machell and Freda Deskin ’70,
a 2016 UCO Distinguished Alumni 

From left, CEPS associate dean Donna Cobb and Courtney Peyketewa ’14 

There’s no campus quite like Central’s. And there’s 
no college like the College of Education and 

Professional Studies (CEPS). We’re a diverse learning 
community composed of knowledgeable and caring 

professionals committed to empowering our 
students, faculty and staff. In this year’s photo 

album, you’ll see a few photos from the 2016-2017 
schoolyear that reflect our people and who we are. 

Want to see more photos? 
VISIT WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/UCO.CEPS.

Two CEPS alumnae received 2016 Distinguished Alumni Awards, which are announced 
each year during homecoming festivities. From left, CEPS Dean James Machell, 

Freda Deskin ’70, UCO President Don Betz and Gerry Pinkston ’75. 17



HONORS AND AWARDS 2017
Students in the College of Education and Professional Studies claimed some big scholarships this year at the 33rd annual Honors and 
Awards Ceremony on April 14 in the Nigh University Center. Scholarships give CEPS students the opportunity to accomplish their 
goals and achieve their dreams. To learn how you can help a student, visit uco.edu/foundation. Photos by Photo Services

Child development major Erin Healey was named the College of Education and Professional Studies Outstanding Undergraduate Student for 2016-2017.
From left are Donna Cobb, Darla Fent-Kelly, Healey, Bryan Duke and James Machell. 

Rachel Payne, a student in the Department of Adult Education and Safety 
Sciences, was presented with the Family and Consumer Science Endowed 
Scholarship by Candy Sebert, department chair. Payne also served as Class 

Marshal for May 2017 graduation ceremonies.

The Family Life Education Faculty/Alumni Scholarship was presented to, from left, Trinity Bean and 
Sandra Medina by Kaye Sears (right), chair of the Department of Human Environmental Sciences. 



The Regent Belva Prestidge Howard Scholarship was established in honor of retiring Regional 
University System of Oklahoma Regent Belva Howard. Howard, a 1979 Central graduate who 
served an unprecedented three nine-year terms as a RUSO regent. The scholarship recognizes 

a student who is pursuing a graduate degree in UCO’s Guidance and Counseling Program. 
Howard (right) presented the scholarship to Central student Amy Smith. 

The Dr. Mike Knight Endowed Scholarship in Psychology was created by 
UCO alumnus Gary Huddleston. Dr. Knight was a longtime faculty member 

and department chair in Central’s Psychology Department who passed away 
in 2010. Former Psychology Department chair Mark Hamlin (right) presented 

the award to Nestor Ruiz.

The McCollam/Howard Family Endowed Scholarship was established by Sharon 
and Craig McCollam to help students who are preparing for a teaching career. Mike Nelson, 

(far left) chair of the Department of Educational Sciences, Foundations and Research,
presented thescholarship to Erin Lazzara, Rodney Cox and Linda Chastain.

The Emma Weaver Rodkey Endowed Graduate Studies Scholarship was presented to 
Keith Oooten and Yadira Reyes-Pena by Carlie Wellington (far right), assistant director 

of CEPS’ Graduation Admissions.

Two scholarships are named for Virginia Peters, Ph.D., emeritus professor 
who served as director of the Women's Athletic Program, a coach and as chair 

of the Kinesiology and Health Science Studies Department during her 
34-year career at Central. 19



From left, Peter Markes, UCO faculty member Stephanie Canada-Phillips, CEPS dean James Machell, Jahana Hayes, Heather Sparks, Jon Hazell, Betsy Mabry and Eugene Earsome

HONORING A NOBLE PROFESSION 2016
The third annual “Honoring a Noble Profession: Celebrating 
Teachers and Teaching” recognized award-winning educators and 
showcased excellence in education Dec. 14. Present, past and 
future teachers attended along with special guests who included 
the 2016 National Teacher of the Year Jahana Hayes, current and 

past Oklahoma Teachers of the Year, District Teachers of the Year 
and State Teacher of the Year finalists. The event, which had a 
record attendance of over 300 people, was made possible by a 
grant from the Oklahoma Teacher Connection at the Oklahoma 
State Regents of Higher Education. Photos by Photo Services

Sharon Rankin (center) has supervised UCO student teachers since 1996. From left, 
Kellie Pettitt, Cheyanna Peterman, Rankin, Anna Adams and Krista CharlickFrom left, UCO President Don Betz with Zac Coulson, a student teacher for Fall 2017, and Hayes

More than 300 people attended the keynote luncheon for 
Honoring a Noble Profession.



FALL GRADUATION 2016
Central celebrated the achievements of more than 1,200 graduates during the Fall 2016 
Commencement Ceremonies in Hamilton Field House. Oklahoma State Superintendent 
Joy Hofmeister addressed graduates at the ceremony. Photos by Photo Services

SPRING GRADUATION 2017
Central celebrated more than 1,640 graduates at its Spring 2017 
Commencement Ceremonies in Hamilton Field House. Former 
Oklahoma Gov. George Nigh addressed graduates at the 3 p.m. 
ceremony on May 5. Photos by Photo Services

aculty members Ed Cunliff (front row, left) and Lori Risley (back row, second from left) with Fall 2016 graduates Psychology major Carl Patterson was one of many 
students to attend CEPS’ annual graduation reception 

in the Nigh University Center. 

Faculty members Paulette Shreck and Jan Wetsel with graduate students at commencement. 
From left, Varinya Permchart, Shreck, Wetsel, Danielle Staub and Jamie Hamrick

Superintendent Joy Hofmeister and 
CEPS Dean James Machell

From left, Former Gov. George Nigh, Donna Nigh and UCO President Don Betz  From left, graduate Andrea Floyd (second from left) with faculty members 
Glee Bertram, Kaye Sears and Brandon Burr 21



Saud Alqahtani, BS ’16 (Industrial Safety) 
accepted a job as an associate adviser in 
Quality, Health, Safety, Environment and 
Security with McDermott International, a 
provider of integrated engineering, 
procurement, construction and installation 
services for offshore and subsea field 
developments.

Steve Bowlware, BA ’81 (Education) was named a Champion of 
Character for Enthusiasm by the Character Council of Edmond. 
He is a retired math teacher from Edmond Public Schools. Laura 
McGee, M.Ed. ’11 (Educational Administration) was honored by 
the Character Council of Edmond as a Champion of Character. 
She is the principal at Central Middle School. 

Shanda Brody, BS ‘92 (Elementary Education), ’12 M.Ed. (Educational 
Leadership) is the new principal at Hilldale Elementary School in 
Putnam City Schools. 

Megan Byrum, BS ’16 (Elementary 
Education) was named a 2017 DaVinci 
Scholar for a proposal that would encour-
age children to help their neighborhood 
animal shelter during winter months. She is 
a teacher at Santa Fe South Early Childhood 
Center in Oklahoma City. 

Marcy Calvert, BS ’97 (Early Childhood Education) was one of 
Mustang Public Schools’ Teacher of the Year candidates this year.

Richard Caram, BA ’73 (Journalism), M.Ed. ’78 (Education Leadership 
and Administration) is an educational consultant who advises on 
charter schools that are placed in juvenile facilities. The Oklahoma 
Youth Academy Charter School, one of the groups he advises, 
graduated 18 young people in May at the Manitou and Tecumseh 
facilities. The Board of Juvenile Affairs oversees all operations. 

Debreon Davis, BA ’08 (Psychology) was named the new principal 
of Edmond North High School in July. Prior to that, she was assistant 
principal at Edmond Memorial High School. 

Olivia Curtis Henderson, BS ’15 
(Kinesiology-Exercise/Fitness Management), MS ’17 (Wellness 
Management Exercise Science) was awarded the E.C. Hall Award 
as Central’s top master’s graduate for the spring and summer 2017 
semesters. 

Maureen Ita, MS ’16 (Nutrition and Food Management) has 
joined Seaboard Foods in Guymon as its quality assurance officer. 

Brook Bisel Kusch, BS ’08 (Career and Technology Education/
Family and Consumer Sciences) was named Teacher of the Year 
by the Oklahoma Association for Career and Technology Education. 
She is a family and consumer sciences teacher for Drummond 
Public School.

Link Lowe, BA ’08 (History), M.Ed. ’12 (Educational Leadership) 
was named assistant principal at Cimarron Middle School. 

Mary Mazariegos, BA ’07 (English), M.Ed. ’11 (Bilingual 
Education) was named assistant principal for the new Santa Fe 
South Schools, a K-12 charter. For the 2017-18 school year, the 
school moved into a 15,700-square-foot building on the grounds 
of the old Crossroads Mall in Oklahoma City. 

Nick Migliorino, Ph.D., M.Ed. ’98 (School 
Administration – Secondary) was selected 
as the superintendent of Norman Public 
Schools in July. He has a noteworthy record 
of accomplishments in his 20+ year career.

Jerrod Moser, BS ’94 (Industrial Safety) 
was selected to serve as a member of the 
National Advisory Committee on Occupational 
Safety and Health as a management 
representative. Moser is director health 
safety at OG&E. 

JaRod Richardson, BSEd ’11 (Elementary Education) M.Ed. ‘16 
(Educational Leadership) has accepted an instructional coach posi-
tion at Star Spencer High School.

Robert Romines, Ed.D., BS ’94 (Elementary Education), M.Ed. 
’98 (School Administration-Elementary) was awarded the 2017 
Oklahoma Medal for Excellence in Elementary/Secondary 
Administration by the Oklahoma Foundation for Excellence. 
He is the superintendent of Moore Public Schools.

Joe Siano, Ph.D., M.Ed. ’79 (Guidance and Counseling) has joined 
BOK Financial Securities Inc., as vice presi-
dent in its public finance investment depart-
ment. Siano recently retired as superinten-
dent of Norman Public Schools. He has more 
than 40 years of experience in education.

ALUMNI NEWS



ALUMNI NEWS
Kritika Shakya, MS ’13 (Nutrition and Food Management) has 
joined Hissho Sushi Inc. as a food safety field inspector in the state 
of North Carolina. 

Kimberly (Hines) Shook, BSEd ’93 (Elementary Education) was 
named the 2017 National Indian Education Association Classroom 
Teacher of the Year following being chosen Oklahoma’s Indian 
Education Classroom Teacher of the Year in November 2016. Shook 
is in her 25th year of being in the classroom, 17 of which have been 
at Sunset Elementary School teaching fourth graders. Shook is a 
citizen of the Kiowa Tribe.

The Oklahoma State 
Department of 
Education announced 
the state’s Teacher of 
the Year on Sept. 19 in 
a ceremony at State Fair 
Park in Oklahoma City. 
Two UCO alumni were 
finalists for the 2018 

Oklahoma Teacher of the Year. They are Rob Davis, BAEd ’02 (History 
Education) and Chad Harper, BAEd ’97 (English Education).

All PK-12 classroom teachers in state-accredited schools are eligible 
for nomination with each school district submitting candidates. 
The Foundation for Oklahoma City Public Schools nominated the 
following who are Central alumni: Shannon Larsen, BS ’12 (Special 
Education) and M.Ed. ’17 (Reading); Amanda Trimble, BS ’11 
(Elementary Education); Debbie Patry, BS ’92 (Elementary 
Education); Adrian Rosado, BS ’12 (Elementary Education); and 
Dina Torres, BS ’12 (Elementary Education). 

Robin Mills, BS ’97 (Special Education) was named 2017-2018 
Edmond Teacher of the Year. Central alumni who were Teacher 
of the Year finalists were: Kelli Bayouth, M.Ed. ’08 (Education 
Guidance and Counseling); Dawn Cash, M.Ed. ’17 (Educational 
Leadership); Eric Dabney, BS ’93 (General Studies) and M.Ed. ’01 
(Early Childhood Education); Kesha Flurry, BS ’97 (Elementary 
Education); Dena Jaeger, BS ’82 (Education – Vocational/Consumer 
Science); Kimberly Neill, BMEd ’08 (Music Education – Vocal); 
Cynthia Rees, BS ’98 (Early Childhood Education); Wes Self, BS 
’93 (General Studies); Farah Walker, BA ’01 (Sociology); and Lisa 
Wright, M.Ed. ’08 (Education Guidance and Counseling).

IN MEMORIAN

Dr. Stewart R. Beasley Jr., longtime professor who taught 
in UCO’s Department of Psychology, died April 21. Dr. 

Beasley served Central from 1971 until his retirement in 
1983. He was a psychologist and an advocate for mental 

health nationwide. He earned both his bachelor’s and 
master’s degrees from Central later earning a doctorate 

from the University of Boulder. 

Dr. Gene McPhail, longtime professor who taught teacher 
education, administrator school law and school finance in 
the then UCO College of Education, died March 1, at age 

89. Dr. McPhail served Central from 1969 until his retirement 
in 1990. Earlier this year, an office suite was named for him 

in the newly remodeled Old North. 
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LaDonna Atkins, Ed.D., M.Ed. ’94 (Early Childhood Education), 
professor in the Department of Human Environmental Sciences, 
was named to the world council of the International Play Associa-
tion (IPA), a non-governmental organization founded in 1961. She 
also serves as president of IPA/United States. 

Kelly Baker, Ed.D., professor in the De-
partment of Curriculum and Instruction, had 
her work featured in USA Today as part of 
a campaign by the National Association 
of Early Childhood Teacher Educators and 
Mediaplanet USA.

Lori Beasley, Ed.D., MS ’81 (Community College Education), a 
professor in the Department of Human Environmental Sciences, 
was appointed by Gov. Mary Fallin to the Interagency Coordinat-
ing Council for Early Childhood Intervention. 

Kanika Bhargava, Ph.D., an assistant 
professor in the Department of Human 
Environmental Sciences, was presented 
the Quality Assurance Division Outstanding 
Service Award to faculty by the Institute of 
Food Technologists in June at the institute’s 
annual meeting in Las Vegas.

Amy Bowman, BS ’14 (Industrial Safety) was 
named manager of development for the Col-
lege of Education and Professional Studies. 

Robert Delano, Ph.D., a professor in the 
Department of Adult Education and Safety 
Sciences, was appointed to the Air Quality 
Advisory Council, the rulemaking body for 
Oklahoma’s Air Quality Division. 

Pamela Kuzminski, Ph.D., was given a retirement reception April 
27 at the Nigh University Center. Kuzminski, a faculty member 
in the Department of Curriculum and Instruction, retired after 23 
years of service to UCO.

Mark Maddy, Ed.D., an associate professor 
in the Department of Educational Sciences, 
Foundations and Research, was appointed 
to the Developmental Disabilities Planning 
Council by Gov. Mary Fallin. 

Linda Sealey-Holtz, Ph.D., an associate pro-
fessor and director of Central's Speech-Lan-
guage Pathology Program, was honored 
as the 2017 Oklahoma City Panhellenic 
Woman of the Year for Gamma Phi Beta. 

Scott Singleton, Psy.D., an associate 
psychology professor and graduate trainer 
for future school psychologists, was named 
School Psychologist of the Year for 2016-
17 by the Oklahoma School Psychologist 
Association.

Staff members who joined the CEPS community for 2016-2017 
are: Alice Bates, Teacher Education Services; Lindsey Rodgers, 
Donna Nigh Department of Advanced Professional and Special 
Services; and Carlie Wellington, BS ’06 (Kinesiology), M.Ed. ’07 
(Exercise/Fitness Management) Office of Graduate Studies. 

For the 2017-2018 school year, CEPS welcomed the following 
staff members Tamara April, Department of Curriculum and 
Instruction; Nina Coerver, Teacher Education Services; Luke 
Darnell, CEPS Office of Technology; Zachary Hunter, BA ’16 
(Mass Communications – Photographic Arts), Donna Nigh De-
partment of Advanced Professional and Special Services; Savan-
nah Payne, BS ’10 (Elementary Education), M.Ed. ’15 (Bilingual 
Education), Department of Curriculum and Instruction; Allison 
Penn, CEPS Office of the Dean; Rita Roblesky, Department of 
Human Environmental Sciences; and Susan Woods, Department 
of Human Environmental Sciences. 

The Donna Nigh Department of Advanced Professional and 
Special Services was notified that both its certification preparation 
programs in special education (mild/moderate and severe/
profound) have been fully recognized by the Council for
Exceptional Children through February 2024. The year-long effort 
was made possible by special education faculty members Terry 
Spigner, Ph.D., Charolette Myles-Nixon, Ph.D., Barbara Green, 
Ph.D., with the support of Cheryl Evans, Ph.D., chair of the 
Donna Nigh Department of Advanced Professional and Special 
Services, Bryan Duke, Ph.D., assistant dean and director of 
Educator Preparation and many others in CEPS.
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Five CEPS faculty completed their doctoral programs in 2016-2017. They 
are (see photo at top, from left) Regina Lopez, faculty in the Department 
of Curriculum and Instruction, Ph.D. in educational administration, 
curriculum and supervision from The University of Oklahoma (OU); 
Stephanie Canada-Phillips, Department of Kinesiology and Health 
Studies (KHS), Ph.D. in instructional leadership and academic curriculum, 
OU; Lauren Loucks, KHS, Ed.D. in curriculum and teaching, Northcentral 
University; Jamie Dunnington, KHS, Ph.D. in health promotion, OU; 
and LaNita Harris, KHS, Ph.D. in health promotion, OU. 

Central, the third largest preparer of teachers in Oklahoma, received 
renewal of its accreditation, through 2023, based on the National 
Council for Accreditation of Teacher Education (NCATE) standards earlier 
this year. NCATE's performance- based accreditation system ensures that 
teacher candidates are prepared to impact P-12 student learning.

Central’s Master’s Degree Program in Counseling Psychology earned 
specialized accreditation earlier this year. The effort was made possible 
by psychology faculty members Lorry Youll, Ph.D., Janelle Grellner, 
Ph.D., Robert Doan, Ph.D., Caleb Lack, Ph.D., and Mark Hamlin, Ph.D. 

The U.S. Department of Education’s Office of English Language 
Acquisition (OELA) awarded UCO a five-year, $2.5 million grant to 
support the professional development of metro educators of English 
learner students. The OELA presented 49 grants totaling $22 million 
to institutions of higher education throughout the U.S. with an objective 
to increase the number and quality of teachers who serve English 
language learners. Project administrators estimate that about 4,500 
pre-service and 10,746 in-service teachers will take part. 

The following CEPS faculty and staff were presented with service 
awards at the Honors and Awards Ceremony on April 14: Melissa 
Powers, Ph.D., Senior Faculty Award for Professional Contributions; Nora 
Gayzur, Ph.D., Emergent Faculty Award for Professional Contributions; 
Gwenda Sharp, Outstanding Adjunct Faculty Awards; Mary Huffman, 
Outstanding Staff Award; Fred Hammond, Ph.D., and Angela Mooney, 
Ph.D., Elizabeth H. Threat Diversity Initiative Award; CEPS Award for 
Collaborative Team Work, Darlina Cassel, Ph.D., and Dan Vincent, Ph.D.

The National Endowment for the Humanities awarded a $6,000 
Preservation Assistance for Small Institutions grant to help fund 
the preservation assessment of the historic fashion collection at 
UCO. The project, titled “University of Central Oklahoma Fashion 
Museum Collection: Assessment and Preservation Training,”
contains more than 1,000 pieces of clothing, hats, shoes and 
accessories from the 1890s through the 1970s. •
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ASSISTANT DEANS
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DARLA FENT, ED.D.

DEPARTMENT CHAIRS
CHERYL EVANS, ED.D.

Donna Nigh Department of Advanced 
Professional and Special Services

TOM HANCOCK, PH.D.
Department of Psychology

MIKE NELSON, PH.D.
Department of Educational Sciences, 

Foundations and Research

KAYE SEARS, ED.D.
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The UCO College of Education and Professional Studies’ 
philosophy is simple: We are a learning community 

composed of caring professionals committed to empowering 
individuals so they may be knowledgeable, creative and ethical 

as they contribute to the dynamic global society. 
We serve nearly 5,000 declared majors in seven academic 
departments with 96 full-time faculty. If you come into our 
offices or meet us on campus or in the community, you’ll 
discover that we are a friendly group of people who are 

eager to support our students, alumni and friends. 

From left, Regina Lopez, Stephanie Canada-Phillips, Lauren Loucks, Jamie Dunnington 
and LaNita Harris Photo Services
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