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dean’s letter

DEAR FRIENDS,

It’s been an amazing year at the University of Central Oklahoma and we are thrilled to share 
with you some of the good news that is happening in the College of Education and Professional 
Studies. In this issue of NORMAL, you’ll discover inspiring stories about our students, faculty and 
alumni including a cover story about Dr. Kaye Sears, one of UCO’s longest tenured professors. 
You’ll be moved by her story and her enthusiasm for mentoring students and faculty. After 
joining the college in 2005, I soon came to realize many of Dr. Sears’ talents and interests. 
However, it took several years of service together for me to more fully come to appreciate how 
she models our mission of “helping students learn.” Dr. Sears is tireless in her advocacy for our 
students, faculty, staff members and programs. She is invaluable in her leadership and service 
to our college and the entire UCO community. One would be hard pressed to find a more 
generous, selfless and more trusted colleague.

On Pages 6-8, you can read about current and past students in our educational leadership 
program. This program, which spans nearly 50 years, helps K-12 teachers become effective 
principals in public and private schools. I am proud to be a product of this program myself 
earning my master of education degree here in 1984 in what was then called elementary school 
administration. The degree and what I learned from great faculty mentors like Dr. Earl Newman 
and Dr. Gene McPhail have served me very well in my career. In this article, you will learn 
about Felix Linden Jr. who co-founded the Leadership Academy at Roosevelt Middle School in 
south Oklahoma City. During Oklahoma’s budget struggles, it is encouraging to know people 
like Mr. Linden continue to make a difference. Mr. Linden is only one example of the many 
exemplary school leaders serving students, schools and communities throughout our state and 
beyond today who have come through this program. 

Our students, faculty and alumni not only make a difference in the lives of our young people, 
they also are affecting healthy change for older adults. On Pages 14-15, learn about the work 
taking place at the Center for Active Living and Learning. Dr. Melissa Powers, along with kine-
siology and health studies students, are encouraging – and achieving – true intergenerational 
camaraderie and positively affecting the quality of life and wellness outcomes of these individuals. 

UCO recently wrapped up celebrating our 125th birthday. You will find a few of these birthday 
photos in our magazine’s photo album. Many of those inducted in the inaugural class of the 
UCO Luminary Society have played a key role in helping us build the College of Education and 
Professional Studies. The recent publication of the “History of the College of Education and 
Professional Studies: 1990-2014” (which is actually the second volume of our college history) 
has been a highlight of UCO@125 activities for our college. 

I think what you’ll learn as you read through NORMAL is that our students, faculty and alumni 
truly make a difference in improving the lives of others and the communities we serve. We are 
proud to know that we are helping UCO reach our Metropolitan Mission in this way. We hope 
you enjoy reading this issue of NORMAL. 

Please know how grateful we are for your friendship and support. We welcome your thoughts 
and suggestions on all aspects of our work including this publication.

SINCERELY,

James Machell Jr., Ph.D.
Dean, College of Education and Professional Studies

FROM THE DEAN’S OFFICE



Kaye Sears, CEPS’ longest tenured professor,
is committed to mentoring.

SHAPING
the NEXT GENERATION

BY LORENE A. ROBERSON

Kaye Sears (center) with LaDonna Atkins (left) and Glee Bertram who both
are professors in Human Environmental Sciences. Photo by UCO Photo Services
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Sixty years have gone by, yet Kaye Bennett Sears’ (MEd ’69) memories of her first mentor are vivid.

The UCO human environmental sciences professor recalled her home economics teacher showing her how to cut fabric. Sears 
couldn’t cut it correctly and was afraid to ask for help. 

“Mrs. Jamieson would lean over my work and whisper to me, ‘We can fix that,’ ” Sears, Ed.D., said. “She was so kind to me, 
and she was someone I could trust.”

That teacher’s kindness was not only memorable, but meaningful 
to the “very quiet and shy” child Sears self-describes. Continuing 
that legacy of kindness has been important to Sears as an adult.

“Dr. Sears is one of our university’s most beloved professors. She 
has touched student lives for more than 40 years at UCO. She 
is an inspiration to us all,” said James Machell, Ph.D., dean of 
UCO’s College of Education and Professional Studies. 

Such remarks are reassuring to the 77-year-old Sears who continues 
to teach, mentor and spread kindness.

A CUP HALF FULL
Sears’ mother, diagnosed with bulbar palsy in 1943, spent time 
in and out of the Scott & White Clinic in Temple, Texas. Between 
the ages of 10 to 16, Sears and her two siblings shuttled 
between tiny Healdton in far south-central Oklahoma and the 
metropolitan Dallas.

 “We were on the road a lot in a Greyhound bus to our grand-
mother’s house in Dallas where our mother lived. It was long 
before I-35 was built,” she recalled. 

The three Bennett kids would attend Dallas public schools for 
1-1/2 years, but eventually returned to Healdton schools. Sears 
said her mother, a former Neiman Marcus model and big band 
singer, remained upbeat despite the tough times.

“She was beautiful, smart, kind, fun, always positive, and her cup 
was always half full,” Sears said. “My mother was one of my most 
important mentors and made such a difference in my life.” 

Sears’ parents divorced in 1949. A few years later, Sears’ father 
remarried, and in 1952, the new family moved from Davis, 
Oklahoma, to Norman, Oklahoma. Her mother would remain in 
Dallas, remarrying in the late 1980s.

Norman High School was a big change for Sears going from a 
class of 27 to a class of 273.

“It was such a shock, but I did OK with the help of a coach at the 
time. For some reason, he took me under his wing and gave me 
a little support,” Sears said.

Sears didn’t talk to many that lonely senior year at Norman High. 
Her heart was elsewhere. At 12, she had met then 13-year-old 
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Glenn Sears who was new to Healdton. The two remained 
committed to each other much of the eight years that Sears 
moved around. And when she moved to Norman, Glenn was 
already attending OU on a full football scholarship. She says 
the rest is history. 

“All I went to OU for was to get married,” Sears said with a laugh. 

They married in November 1958 and a month later were in Miami, 
Florida, where Glenn played in the Orange Bowl. She remembers 
the two being serenaded by a young man just starting his singing 
career – Tony Bennett.

TO LOVE AND SERVE
Sears’ road to higher education was not a planned route.

“I am not sure how I chose my major, but I seemed to gravitate 
toward managing the home,” she said.

In 1961, Sears earned a bachelor’s in home economics from OU. 
She accepted a substitute teaching job at Nicoma Park Junior 
High School in eastern Oklahoma County.

“Thank goodness it was only a half a year because I knew without 
a doubt it was not my calling,” Sears said.

Sears eventually came to Central in the late 1960s, pursuing a master’s 
degree while discovering the perfect place to start a career in higher 
education. She taught part-time before accepting a full-time position 
in 1975.

“I do believe there is a plan for my life and that is why I kept 
going to school. Eventually I landed at Central, a place I continue 
to love and serve,” she said.

Today, Sears teaches two classes while serving as the human 
environmental sciences chair since 2007. She also advises 50 to 
75 graduate students each semester.

All the students’ stories are different, she said, and in her 40 years 
at UCO, she has learned that each individual has a “back story.” 
Students who have families and children. Students who work full 
time. Students who pay their own way. 

“They are all so different, but at the same time, they all have the 
same needs, which I have been able to tune into throughout the 
years. It’s my job to help students get to where they want to be,” 
she said. “Students have taught me so much, and I never tire of 
helping them.” 

Sears (middle) teaching meal management, 1976

Sears with new alumna Allie Ledford ’15. Sears with Gracie, a baby goat owned
by two of her graduate students, 2016.

“Dr. Sears has nurtured, cared and supported 
me through all my professional growth, as well 
as grown into a dear friend.” – Glee Bertram



Sears said she enjoys seeing students make a difference in the 
lives of Oklahoma families and children. Some of her students 
return to UCO as colleagues who “mentor the next generation of 
our graduates.”

Those students include UCO human environmental sciences 
professors LaDonna Atkins (BS ’91, MEd ’94), Ph.D.; Lori Beasley 
(MS ’81), Ph.D.; and Glee Bertram (MS ’83), Ph.D.

Sears encouraged all three to earn a Ph.D. 

“Dr. Sears was one of my best cheerleaders during grad school 
at Oklahoma State University,” Bertram said. “She has nurtured, 
cared and supported me through all my professional growth, as 
well as grown into a dear friend.”

There’s also the Mrs. Jamieson trait. 

“Dr. Sears truly has a great sense of humor, but can tell you with 
firmness and kindness that the work needs to be done,” Bertram 
said.  “I am blessed to be one of her many children who she has 
supported.” •

  

CHILDHOOD HOME: 
Healdton, Oklahoma

FAMILY: 
Husband, Glenn Sears (1937-2008); grown children 
Susan Henry, Robyn Sears, Glenn H. “Chip” Sears II (1969-
2010); four granddaughters, two grandsons, one grand 
son-in-law.

EDUCATION: 
Norman High School graduate; The University of Oklahoma, 
bachelor’s; Central State University, master’s; Oklahoma 
State University, doctorate 

FIRST JOB: 
Substitute teacher, Nicoma Park Junior High School, 
eastern Oklahoma County

HONORS: 
Distinguished Service Award, Oklahoma Association on 
Children Under Six; Professional of the Year Award, 
Oklahoma Council on Family Relations; Lifetime Achievement 
Award, Oklahoma Institute for Child Advocacy; Neely 
Excellence in Teaching Award, UCO; Vanderford Distinguished 
Teacher Award, UCO; Outstanding Program, State Interagency 
Child Abuse Prevention Task Force, Distinguished Achievement 
Award, Oklahoma Council on Family Relations; Modeling the 
Way Award, UCO; Luminary Society Member, UCO; Certified 
Family Life Educator Special Recognition Award, National 
Council on Family Relations

CREDENTIALS: 
Licensed Marriage Family Therapist; Certified Family Life 
Educator; Certified Child and Parenting Specialist

SPARE TIME: 
“My favorite thing is to travel with my daughters, either a 
road trip somewhere in Oklahoma or a trip across the world; 
however, on a daily basis, I like to read, garden in good 
weather, teach Bible studies in my home, spend time with 
my grandchildren each week, and eat out.”

KAYE
BENNETT 
SEARS, Ed.D.
Human Environmental Sciences Chair and Professor
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Sears and her mom, Louise Sklibos Smith, in 1998.

Sears, 1981 Sears, 2016 Photo by UCO Photo Services



For some, it’s about the engaging curriculum. For others, it is about the genuine passion and good 
advice from faculty. No matter the student, all agree that the College of Education and Professional 
Studies master’s program and certification courses in educational leadership have prepared them 
to become effective principals in public and private schools. Here are a few of their stories.

RHONDA SCHROEDER said she remembers well her Central 
professor’s advice; “Say yes as often as you can; it softens the blow 
when you have to say no.”

Schroeder said she received a lot of good advice in UCO’s Master of 
Education in Education Administration Program, a training ground 
for teachers who want to be school principals.

The program, since renamed Master of Education in Educational 
Leadership, paid off for Schroeder who earned a master’s in 2010. 
Today, she serves as principal at Arthur Elementary, a public school in 
Oklahoma City.

One of the first things Schroeder did as principal was to formulate 
a strategy to bring technology into the at-risk school.

In 2014, Apple said yes to a grant Schroeder had submitted as part 
of the ConnectED initiative. That year, Arthur Elementary became 
the only school in Oklahoma and one of 114 schools nationwide 
to be awarded a grant by Apple. The grant provided Arthur’s 670 
students with iPads, and 45 teachers and administrators with iPads 
and MacBooks. It included Apple TVs in every classroom and training 
for teachers. 

Schroeder’s mentor praised her former student. 

“Rhonda helped turn around a struggling school,” said Cheryl 
Evans, Ed.D., chair of the Donna Nigh Department of Advanced 
Professional and Special Services. 

“Rhonda is awesome, and everything she does at Arthur Elementary 
is awesome.”

LEADING
THE WAY

SAYING YES 
TO TECHNOLOGY 

Photo by Courtney Morton, OKCPS

BY RICHARD CARAM AND SYLVIA KING-COHEN



LEADING THE WAY
FELIX P. LINDEN JR. is no stranger to the role of trailblazer. 
He is the first from his family to graduate college and will be the 
first to get a master’s degree when he completes UCO’s Master 
of Education in Educational Leadership Program. In short, he’s no 
stranger to taking the lead, which is why Central’s program is such 
a great fit for the 2003 graduate of Oklahoma State University.

“As an educator and leader, I can help turn schools around,” said 
Linden, who teaches seventh grade language arts at Roosevelt 
Middle School in south Oklahoma City. 

Linden is one of 17 teachers from Oklahoma City Public Schools, 
including several who also are Teach for America Corp members. 
They began the program in fall 2015 and will complete it in 
August 2017.

“Dr. James Machell and Teach for America have brought together 
a group with diversity in ethnicity and demographics that will help 
broaden our learning experience. Being picked for this program is 
prestigious,” he said. 

Linden, who co-founded the Leadership Academy at Roosevelt, 
said he hopes to take what he gains in the program back into 
the classroom.

“I like that I will be able to look at administration through the lens of 
a teacher,” Linden said. “After getting my degree, I can escalate to 
the administrative level or remain on the teacher level.”

One of the many aspects of the program that impresses him is the 
mentoring component, he said.

“Through the program, I’ve started to see what is keeping 
administrators from understanding what I think kids need,” Linden 
said. “There are the mandates … a Herculean effort … so much 
administrators need to do. It helps to understand the principal stuff.

“Even so, I don’t feel I have to absolutely become a principal to 
impact students,” Linden said. “I’d also like to develop student 
leaders and work one on one with students helping them reach their 
leadership potential.”

Linden, who has taught for six years at Roosevelt, said he is taking 
the long view. He wants to not just help students be leaders in the 
classroom, but help leaders who go out and make a change beyond 
high school and college — take those skills into the business world, 
into politics, onto the global stage.

“I’m not just talking about the ‘smart’ kids or the ‘star athletes,’ but 
the ordinary kids, the average kids with the capacity to become 
great leaders, who understand how the world works.” 

LEADING THE WAY

UNDERSTANDING
HOW THE WORLD
WORKS 

Photo by Mark Hancock, Oklahoma Gazette
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Two UCO alumni, JOE PIERCE, ED.D. and MOLLY 
GOLDSWORTHY, are at the helm of the John Rex Charter 
Elementary School, Oklahoma City’s first downtown elementary 
school.

The tuition-free public charter school opened in 2014 to 
about 325 students in prekindergarten through second grade. 
Pierce, head of the school, oversaw the construction of the 
79,000-square-foot school. 

Pierce earned a master’s degree focusing on elementary school 
education in 1986 from UCO. That initial step placed him on the 
road to a successful career in education that included principal stints 
at West Field and Orvis Risner elementary schools in Edmond.

Goldsworthy is John Rex’s assistant head of school. She earned 
a bachelor’s in elementary education in 1998, and in 2012, a 
certification in educational leadership, both from UCO.

“While the program is conveniently located in the metro, I was 
drawn to the idea of classmates from all over the metro and beyond. 

You have much to gain from your classmates’ perspectives and 
educational experiences,” Goldsworthy said.

Goldsworthy praised her professors.

“UCO’s program utilizes adjunct professors who often are still 
in the field. It is important to me to learn from those who have 
expertise that is current and relevant.”

Goldsworthy applauded UCO adjunct faculty Roberta Gaston, a 
former school administrator who she said made the “curriculum 
engaging, relevant and real!”

She also appreciated the zeal of assistant professor Paul 
Haxton, Ed.D. 

“Dr. Haxton exhibited genuine passion for being a school 
administrator. His love of the field gave students something 
to look forward to each time class met,” Goldsworthy said.

“He took the time to get to know each student in his class and 
help grow their potential.”

MAKING 
CURRICULUM ‘REAL’ 

Photo provided Photo provided



CHRISTY HARRIS is staying true to her roots.

Harris attended third grade through eighth at Rosary Catholic 
School in Oklahoma City. After graduating from Mount Saint 
Mary High School in 1994, she attended nearby Oklahoma 
City University where she earned a bachelor’s in elementary 
education, cum laude. She returned to Rosary in 1998 where 
she has worked for 17 years as a teacher, assistant principal 
and now principal.

Harris’ former principal at Rosary, James Machell Jr., Ph.D., now 
dean of UCO’s College of Education and Professional Studies, 
encouraged her to enroll in UCO’s Master of Education in 
Education Administration program. Harris did so, earning a 
master’s in 2013.

“The greatest reward for any teacher is to see former students 
becoming successful and making a positive difference in the lives 
of others. I feel extraordinarily fortunate to be in a position to now 
see former students like Christy who are taking the investments 
made by their parents and teachers and paying it forward,” 
Machell said. 

Harris has helped Rosary obtain National Blue Ribbon School 
status, a coveted award from the U.S. Department of Education; 
secure accreditation from the Oklahoma Conference of Catholic 
Schools Accrediting Association; and procure funds for increased 
technology integration with new SMARTboards, iPads and training. 

Harris said she appreciates the professional advice and life 
experiences that faculty members shared with students in her 
time at UCO. 

“Those lessons were as valuable as the textbook curriculum,” 
Harris said. 

Cheryl Evans, Ed.D., chair of the Donna Nigh Department 
of Advanced Professional and Special Services, left a lasting 
impression on Harris. 

“Dr. Evans was extremely instrumental in mentoring me 
throughout my course work as were all the professors at 
UCO,” Harris said.

“She even sat down with me one on one to go through a mock 
interview before my real principal’s interview at Rosary. That 
meant a great deal to me.” •

ROOTING 
FOR EDUCATION

Photo provided
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The College of Education and Professional Studies’ faculty members are committed to teaching, 
scholarly activities and service to the community. Read about our newest faculty members for 
the 2015-2016 academic year. 

MEET OUR 
NEWEST 
FACULTY MEMBERS

KARIS BARNETT 
Assistant Professor

Department of Education Sciences, 
Foundations and Research

Ph.D., The University of Oklahoma

Karis Barnett accrued more than 18 years of experience while 
serving in several Oklahoma school districts, including Norman 
Public Schools where she was an elementary school counselor. 
Prior to that, she held the position of adjunct faculty member at 
The University of Oklahoma (OU) and UCO. Her research focus is 
online learning, ethics of care and reflective practice in education. 
Her work has been presented at educational conferences that 
include the Society for Information Technology and Teacher 
Education International Conference, and Rocky Mountain 
Education Research Association. She is a member of Kappa Delta 
Pi and holds a doctorate in educational leadership/educational 
studies from OU.

LARISSA BOYD 
Assistant Professor
Department of Kinesiology 
and Health Studies
Ph.D., Oklahoma State University

Larissa Boyd has taught at UCO since 2012. Currently, she teaches 
courses focusing on fitness assessments, exercise prescription and 
research. She serves as an internship coordinator, UCO Exercise 
Science Club co-coordinator, and is a member of the UCO 
Healthy Campus Initiative Committee. Her research interests 
include physical activity programming and fall prevention for 
older adults. She has professional experience in corporate 
wellness, commercial fitness, retirement communities and 
group exercise. In 2015, she was awarded a doctorate in health 
and human performance from Oklahoma State University. She 
earned a master’s degree in wellness management-exercise 
science, summa cum laude, and a bachelor’s degree in kinesiolo-
gy/exercise-fitness management, summa cum laude, from UCO.
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MEET OUR 
NEWEST 
FACULTY MEMBERS

JILL DAVIS 
Assistant Professor

Department of Curriculum 
and Instruction

Ph.D., The University of Oklahoma-Tulsa

Jill Davis taught pre-kindergarten, kindergarten and in a K-1 
multiage classroom in Tulsa, Oklahoma. While teaching, she 
earned her National Board Certification. Her honors are many 
and include Oklahoma Early Childhood Educator of the Year 
and Teacher of the Year at Kendall-Whittier Elementary in Tulsa. 
Davis’ research interests include advocacy, teacher autonomy, 
early childhood teacher education and constructivist teaching 
practices. She has taken her research and classroom experiences 
and presented at the international, national, state and local levels. 
Currently, Davis’ research focuses on the advocacy experiences of 
pre-service teachers.

JAMIE DUNNINGTON 
Instructor

Department of Kinesiology 
and Health Studies

Ph.D., The University of Oklahoma, 
Anticipated 2016

Jamie Dunnington, an Oklahoma City native, is currently finishing 
a doctorate in health promotion at The University of Oklahoma. 
Her research interests are in the built environment’s influence 
on walking and bicycling, along with local government’s role in 
creating activity-friendly cities. She taught science at both Yukon 
and Putnam City West high schools in Oklahoma. She worked in 
public health at the Oklahoma State Health Department, Oklahoma 
Institute for Child Advocacy and Oklahoma City-County Health 
Department. Her public health work focused on coalition devel-
opment and improving nutrition, physical activity, and tobacco 
policies and environments at the state and local level. 

DEAN FINDLEY 
Assistant Professor
Department of Adult Education 
and Safety Sciences
Ph.D., Oklahoma State University

Dean Findley retired at the rank of major from the Oklahoma 
City Fire Department in 2012 following 24 years of service. He 
began his academic career serving as an adjunct instructor for 
UCO’s Industrial Safety Program in 2008. He earned a doctorate 
from Oklahoma State University in fall 2015. His dissertation 
was titled “Factors Influencing College Student Preparedness 
for Severe Weather.” He holds the International Association of 
Emergency Managers’ Certified Emergency Manager certification. 
Findley spent three years at Oklahoma Christian University as 
the director of Academic Excellence in Athletics prior to joining 
the UCO faculty.

LANITA HARRIS 
Instructor
Department of Kinesiology 
and Health Studies
Ph.D. The University of Oklahoma, 
Anticipated Graduation 2016

LaNita W. Harris is a doctoral candidate in the health promotion 
program at The University of Oklahoma (OU). Her research 
focuses on teen pregnancy prevention through positive youth 
development. Her goal is to partner with the African-American 
faith community to design and implement faith-based positive 
youth development interventions that promote healthy teen 
relationships and prevent teen pregnancy. Prior to joining UCO 
full-time, she was a graduate teaching assistant at OU. She also 
was a health educator and adjunct instructor at UCO. Harris 
earned a master of public health in health promotion sciences 
from OU and a bachelor’s degree in health services administration 
from Auburn University in Alabama.



ANGELA MOONEY 
Assistant Professor
Department of Curriculum 
and Instruction
Ph.D., The Pennsylvania State University

Angela Mooney earned a doctorate in adult education at The 
Pennsylvania State University. Her dissertation was titled “(Un)
Intended Outcomes: A Narrative Inquiry Into the Learning 
Experiences of English Learners’ Teachers and the Common 
Core English Language Arts Standards.” Prior to UCO, she was an 
assistant professor in education at Corban University in Oregon. 
She also was the director of Corban’s English for Speakers of 
Other Languages Endorsement Program. From 1993 to 2008, 
Mooney taught at K-12 schools in Missouri, Illinois, Florida 
and Texas. She has multiple publications and presentations 
related to digital storytelling, health literacy and understanding 
culture. She earned a master’s degree in Intercultural Studies and 
Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages from Wheaton 
College in Illinois and a bachelor’s in elementary education 
from Hannibal-LaGrange University in Missouri.
 

KIM PENNINGTON 
Assistant Professor
Department of Education Sciences, Foun-
dations and Research
Ph.D., The University of Oklahoma

Kim Pennington taught high school social studies for 18 years 
in Moore Public Schools in Oklahoma. She is the recipient of 
numerous teaching awards, including site and district Teacher of 
the Year. She holds her National Board Certification with a focus 
in social studies and history. In 2014, she received The University 
of Oklahoma (OU) Provost’s Distinction in Teaching award for 
two consecutive semesters. Her fellowships include the James 
Madison Fellowship, OU Society for Innovative Education 
Fellowship and Mount Vernon Lifeguard Fellowship, which 
allowed her to conduct research in-residence at Washington, 
D.C. Her research explores a feminist ethics of care as a framework 
for global education. At UCO, she coordinates the Urban Teacher 
Preparation Program and serves on the executive board for the 
UCO Empowerment for Excellence program. •

MARY ANN HUBBARD 
Assistant Professor

Department of Psychology
Ph.D., Oklahoma State University 

Prior to Mary Ann Hubbard’s appointment at UCO, she served 
as a faculty member at Southwestern Oklahoma State University. 
Her teaching responsibilities at UCO are in the Applied Behavior 
Analysis (ABA) and School Psychology Graduate programs. She 
specializes in working with children with autism and applied 
behavior analysis. Hubbard completed an internship at The May 
Institute School for Autism and Developmental Disabilities and 
School for Brain Injury and Related Disorders in Massachusetts. 
Hubbard also completed a post-doctoral fellowship through the 
Johns Hopkins School of Medicine at the Kennedy Krieger Institute 
in the Pediatric Developmental Disabilities Clinic in Baltimore, 
Maryland. Hubbard is a Licensed Health Service Provider in the 
State of Oklahoma, Board Certified Behavior Analyst, and Nationally 
Certified School Psychologist. Currently, she provides consultation 
to school districts and families in Oklahoma to reduce behavioral 
disruptions in the classroom and reduce skill deficits. Hubbard 
also supervises graduate students in the implementation of ABA 
techniques and school psychological services.

MEET OUR NEWEST FACULTY MEMBERS CEPS FY15

Gifts

100,000 Largest Gift Received
452 Average Gift Amount
337,363 Gifts Received 
(Foundation & Non-Foundation)

746 # of 
Individual Gifts/
Pledge Payments

$

= 100

# of Donors
219

# of First-Time 
Donors
63

Donors

Alumni

Reachable 
CEPS Alumni

Scholarships

63 = $87,492
Scholarships 
Awarded

Value of 
Scholarships

Awarded

Annual 
Fund

$4,400
Annual Fund

Dollars 
Raised

Faculty/Staff

51% Faculty/Staff 
Giving

$30,649
Gift Total

College of Education & Professional Studies
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There’s nothing intimidating about the Center for Active     
 Living and Learning, known as CALL. No sweaty weight  
machines or daunting weight racks.

What one discovers at the newly opened center are older adults 
taking their health and mobility seriously as they work out with the 
help of Central students who offer instruction while encouraging 
them to keep moving. 

One also discovers the sounds of people who are really enjoying 
themselves: greetings offered from across the room, conversations, 
wisecracks and laughter.

UCO Kinesiology and Health Studies associate professor Melissa 
Powers, Ph.D., has studied and promoted wellness for older 
adults for nearly 20 years. The Arkansas native joined Central in 
2007. From 2009 to 2012, Powers and former UCO assistant 
professor Michelle Gray, Ph.D., taught wellness classes for older 
adults at sites throughout the Oklahoma City metro. 

They were able to do so thanks to a $144,000 health research 
grant from the Oklahoma Center for the Advancement of Science 
and Technology. 

The grant ended; the participants insisted the program continue.

So for the past four years, UCO kinesiology students coached 
similar classes at UCO’s Wellness Center and at Bradford 
Village, an independent living facility north of campus.

CALL evolved from that period, officially partnering with 
the UCO Wellness Center in 2015. In January 2016, CALL 
opened with 20 members. 

Powers directs and supervises CALL. The facility, no longer 
grant-supported, will soon pay for itself through member-
ships. Members find the small membership charge worth it. 

Retired Oklahoma City Public Schools teacher Judy Chalmers 
(MEd ’96) has been an exercise stalwart for more than four 
years. When CALL opened, Chalmers signed up. Balancing 
and lifting classes are a part of her weekly regiment at UCO’s 
wellness center.

Chalmers likes CALL for many reasons. 

TRANSFORMING 
LIVES
Center for Active Living and Learning Opens
BY LORENE A. ROBERSON    

Front row from left, Floydette Seal, Carolyn Duvall, Carolyn Christie, Kay Miller, Marilyn Walters; back row from left, Michael Smith, Marilee Hattendorf, 
Melissa Powers, Judith Chalmers and Angelina Kiser. Photos by UCO Photo Services
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“Our instructors encourage us to keep improving in the exercises — 
either doing it longer or upping the weight size. However, if you 
have a medical issue, they tailor exercises for you,” she said.
 
With a knee injury, Chalmers needed that individual plan. 

“All the instructors have paid attention to what I do. This encourages 
me to keep trying to do my best. After my knee procedure, one 
student instructor even phoned me at home to see how I was.”

That’s what sets CALL apart — the camaraderie and a sense of 
belonging that is as important as stretches and lifts. There’s a 
sense of family with some days feeling like a family reunion. 

“We have birthday celebrations, graduation parties and wedding 
showers for our students and members. Our group is fun and 
is accepting of each person and what’s happening in their life,” 
Chalmers said.

There also are the sad times. Members and students also support 
each other through tough times like the loss of a family member.  

A core part of CALL is student involvement. Chalmers said 
Powers has done a good job of hiring student instructors, 
helping achieve a goal of the program — intergenerational 
camaraderie. 

“Once our students work with older people many stereotypes 
go away. It changes the student’s perspective. And, it works both 
ways. The elder’s perspective is also changed. It’s very powerful, 
and it’s very motivating to see this transformation take place.”

CALL classes currently are led by Olivia Curtis and Michael 
Smith, both graduate students in wellness management, and 
Angelina Kiser and Hotan Mazrouee, both undergraduate 
students in kinesiology. 

“I love working with the older adults in our classes,” Curtis said. “A 
special bond forms between the instructors and participants, which 
creates a friendship that lasts past the student’s time at UCO.”

Curtis admits there are plenty of surprises. 

“We have several ladies who look and act differently than I 
expected for their age,” Curtis said.

“I recently learned that some are over 80 years of age. All the 
while, I thought they were in their early 70s!” 

TO JOIN: Members are being accepted for the summer sessions. 
To learn more, phone 405-974-5309 or email call@uco.edu or 
visit www.ucocall.edu. •
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MM: Let’s talk about your contributions to special education 
and the Donna Nigh Department of Advanced Professional 
and Special Services. Do you see something new happening 
in this area?

DN: So much new has happened in the past 20 years. I have 
not had a lot of time to think about the future. I can say there 
needs to be more acceptance and more job opportunities for 
those with mental disabilities. There needs to be more progress 
made on the waiting list at the Oklahoma State Department of 
Health Services. There are too many people needing services 
and too many clients – not so much young people but adults 
with disabilities needing services. There is just not enough money 
to go around. In years past, they have been in institutions, and 

now there are no institutions. People are being taken care of in their 
homes. Caregivers need help. It is 24/7 for the rest of the 
caregiver’s life. Respite care is a big thing. I don’t know how 
thoroughly it’s covered by health insurance. However, it is most 
likely not covered as much it should be. Mental disabilities do not 
go away. There is no cure that is going to make it better. 

MM: Why has speaking out for those who with mental dis-
abilities been so personal for you?

DN: Through the years I’ve been asked that, and people assume 
I have a close relationship with a child or someone in my family. 
However, that is not the case. I knew nothing of mental disabilities 
in the 1970s. You’ve heard stories of me visiting institutions that 

Questions with

For almost 40 years, Donna Skinner Nigh has been a significant advocate for those with mental disabilities. Her work 
started after her husband George Nigh became Oklahoma’s governor in 1979. That’s when she decided, “I was going to be 
more than the wife of the governor.” Since then her contributions have been many. In 1982, she played a large role in passing 
Oklahoma legislation to fund group home projects, now known as the Donna Nigh Group Home Program. She was a driving 
force in major legislation that included zoning laws to allow group homes in neighborhoods. In 1984, The Donna Nigh Foun-
dation was formed, the first non-profit statewide group for the developmentally disabled. Today, it awards grants to citizens 
with mental disabilities. In 2014, the Donna Nigh Department of Advanced Professional and Special Services at the University 
of Central Oklahoma was dedicated. Michelle Moseley, development manager for the College of Education and Professional 
Studies, visited with Oklahoma and UCO’s former first lady to talk about her passion for those with mental disabilities.

SKINNER 
NIGHDONNA



CHILDHOOD HOME:
Oklahoma City

FAMILY:
Husband, George Nigh; daughter Georgeann Nigh Duty; son 
Berry Michael Mashburn (1952-2004); five grandchildren and three 
great-grandchildren

EDUCATION: 
Capitol Hill High School graduate; Central State Teachers College

FIRST JOB:
At 16, Nigh was a waitress at her dad’s coffee shop in downtown 
Oklahoma City.

HONORS:
Oklahoma Women’s Hall of Fame; Oklahoma Hall of Fame; Okla-
homa City Public Schools Foundation Wall of Fame; Capitol Hill 
High School Hall of Fame; Pioneer Woman Award; appointed by 
President Bill Clinton to President’s Committee on Retardation

SCHOLARSHIPS:
In 2015, the Donna Nigh Scholarship for Special Education Majors 
was created by Mr. and Mrs. George Nigh and the Donna Nigh 
Foundation. 

The scholarship provides assistance to three junior and three 
senior students majoring in special education each year through 
the year 2031. 

SPARE TIME:
“You do not sit still with George around. He has to have every 
minute scheduled and I’m not that way. It’s amazing to me that 
we’re still as involved as we are. He makes speeches and he aver-
ages at least one a day,” Nigh said. 

“George just won’t quit, and after 52 years I’ve figured out that I 
can’t completely control him, even though I try!”Questions with

housed those with mental disabilities. I can’t say exactly why it 
became so personal, so I am going to say it was a God thing. It is 
my purpose in life, and everyone needs a purpose and passion. 
In the 1970s, these special people needed an advocate. People 
shied away from them. People didn’t know how to react and were 
embarrassed because they didn’t know how to react. People are 
still confused about the difference between mental illness and 
mental disability. There is no cure for mental disabilities; however, 
mental illness can be treated.

When George (Nigh) became governor, I did not want to be 
known as just the wife of the governor. I wanted to have my own 
identity. Helping those with mental disabilities was what I wanted 
to do. It stuck. I’m grateful my work turned out this way. The 
people I have been associated with have meant more to me than 
I have to them. It has changed my life and my thinking. 

MM: What do you think is the status of special education in 
our state?

DN: We need more special education teachers. I was just appalled 
when Dr. (James) Machell (CEPS dean) told me the entire state 
of Oklahoma had graduated 30 special education majors for an 
entire year. It’s a very tough job. I don’t know how you go about 
making sure our students are exposed to the special education 
community and encouraged to go into the field. It is not an 
attractive field. Teachers work hard and see little progress. I really 
admire special education teachers; most are women. I wish there 
were more men to help. Working with special education students 
requires lifting, carrying and handling them. The students can be very 
strong. Many of these young people with mental disabilities are 
husky people and can be difficult to manage.

MM: What is your hope for the next generation of special 
education teachers? 

DN: I would hope that this field of special education teachers 
would see how much this work can mean to them and mean to 
society. We can change the world one step or one interest at 
a time. We can’t say all is right with the world just because it’s 
right with us. Every single person deserves the rights we have 
and the education we have. I love this group of people because 
they are so loveable. They’ve made my life very, very special. 

MM: What is a glimpse of wisdom you can offer? What have 
you learned? 

DN: My hope is that each one of us can influence one, two or 
half-dozen people in our life to change the way they think and 
feel about people with disabilities. My hope is they learn they 
don’t have to turn their head or feel uncomfortable when they 
talk to someone who has a mental disability.

Editor’s Notes: From 2010-11 to 2014-15, the number of 
degrees conferred at UCO for special education students has 
increased (from 13 to 29 at the undergraduate level; and 10 to 
15 at the graduate level). Additionally, the number of declared 
majors (students pursuing degrees in special education) has 
increased (from 130 to 188).

For Donna Skinner Nigh’s oral history, visit UCO’s Oral History 
Archive at http://library.uco.edu/archives/oralhistory. • 

DONNA SKINNER NIGH
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PHOTO ALBUM

LUNCH ON THE LAWN 
Central’s Department of Curriculum and Instruction celebrated more than a century of excellence in teaching with “Lunch on the Lawn” 
at Plunkett Park as part of UCO@125, a yearlong celebration of Central’s 125th anniversary. The October event featured storytelling, 
a sing-a-long, early American playground games and crafts. Photos by UCO Photo Services

BURGER BASH
The American Society of Safety Engineers/UCO Student Section 
hosted its annual Burger Bash in September. About 80 people 
attended the cookout including alumni, faculty, students and staff.
Photos by Robin Lacy

UNIVERSITY OF CENTRAL OKLAHOMA COLLEGE OF EDUCATION AND PROFESSIONAL STUDIES:

From left, Jordan Adkisson ’11; students Barry Ricketts and Nicholas Gill; and Casey Logue ’06 From left, student John LaMunyon and instructor Gayle Snider

From left, student Kaylan McAuliffe and adjunct professor Bill Young

UCO students play  early American playground games including jacks. Edmond Historical Society & Museum program director Anna Studstill
(far right back) reads to children. From left, alumnus Jeff Chuang ‘11 and CEPS dean James Machell



HOMECOMING
Central’s 2015 Homecoming attracted hundreds of CEPS alumni in November. CEPS’ welcome tent was in the center of the festivities 
at Wantland Stadium. Photos by Lorene A. Roberson

HONORING 
A NOBLE PROFESSION 
The second annual Honoring a Noble Profession 
recognized award-winning educators and show-
cased excellence in education through sessions 
and speakers in October. Special guests included 
Shanna Peeples, 2015-2016 National Teacher of 
the Year, and Shawn Sheehan, 2016 Oklahoma 
Teacher of the Year. Former Oklahoma Teachers of 
the Year spoke at sessions and included Stephanie 
Canada-Phillips, Eugene Earsom, Peter Markes, 
Jason Proctor and Stephen Smallwood. 
 Photos by UCO Photo Services

Front row from left, Stephen Smallwood, Shanna Peeples, Eugene Earsom; and back row from left, 
Stephanie Canada-Phillips, Jason Proctor, Shawn Sheehan and Peter Markes

From left, Oklahoma State Rep. Cindy Munson ’08, 
and professor Susan Scott.

From left, CEPS dean James Machell and Connie Reilly, 
regent for the Regional University System of Oklahoma

Cindy Koss, deputy state superintendent of academic affairs
for the Oklahoma State Department of Education

From left, alumnus Jeff Chuang ‘11 and CEPS dean James Machell

From left, CEPS development manager Michelle Moseley ’07/’09, Jonnie Machell ’73, 
James Machell and CEPS associate dean Donna Cobb with Bob Grant ’11/’15 (center).

At 83, Grant is the oldest graduate in Central’s 125-year history.

From left, kinesiology and health studies professors Sunshine Cowan ’00, 
Jerel Cowan ’00, Stephanie Canada-Phillips and Debra Traywick.
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LUMINARY SOCIETY 

Several friends of CEPS were inducted 
in the inaugural class of the UCO Lumi-
nary Society. Each was honored with a 
medal during a reception prior to the 
UCO@125 Gala on Oct. 22. 
Photos by UCO Photo Services

Retired Maj. Gen. Rita Aragon ’70/’79, CEPS Advocacy Council member, 
and President Don Betz

Gary Howard, assistant professor of kinesiology and health studies,
and Don Betz

Karen Dowd, former assistant dean in Central’s 
College of Education, and Don Betz

Mary Monfort, former program coordinator for the Master’s of Education 
in Reading program, and CEPS Dean James Machell Photo provided

From left, Honored Luminary Virginia Peters ’57, professor emeritus kinesiology and health studies; 
Kathleen Black, professor emeritus kinesiology and health studies; honored Luminary Saundra Gragg Naifeh ’72, 

first female mayor of Edmond; and Mike Brown, former Regent Regional University System of Oklahoma

From left, George Nigh, former Oklahoma governor and UCO president, Donna Nigh and Don Betz
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FALL GRADUATION

Central celebrated the achievements of a record-setting 1,246 
graduates during the Fall 2015 Commencement Ceremonies in 
Hamilton Field House. To honor its students, CEPS hosted two 
receptions at the Nigh University Center for graduates and 
their families. Photos by UCO Photo Services

From left, George Nigh, former Oklahoma governor and UCO president, Donna Nigh and Don Betz

Photo provided



Accreditation Visit Proves Positive
James Machell, Ph.D., dean of the College of Education 
and Professional Studies (CEPS), is pleased to announce the 
preliminary results of a site visit with representatives from the 
National Council for the Accreditation of Teacher Education 
(NCATE), Council for the Accreditation of Educator Preparation 
(CAEP) and Oklahoma Office of Educational Quality and 
Accountability (OEQA). 

These national and state accreditation bodies are responsible 
for the oversight and independent validation of the quality of 
educator preparation programs for teachers and other school 
personnel. Preliminary results indicated that the site visit team 
members found that the University of Central Oklahoma Educator 
Preparation Program had met all six national standards and all 
10 state requirements for educator preparation. The results 
will be finalized and announced this fall and it is expected 
they will lead to reaccreditation for the program through 2023, 
Machell said.

“We believe this review team was quite thorough and fair in 
their evaluation of our educator preparation program,” Machell 

said. “They emphasized many times that our current students, 
graduates, and school and community partners were uniform in 
their positive perspectives about our faculty and staff and the 
work we do to prepare future educators.”

Preparing for the site visit began in 2008 and was coordinated 
by Bryan Duke, Ph.D., CEPS assistant dean and director of the 
educator preparation program. Faculty who serve as program 
coordinators and chairs, the teacher education services staff 
and the CEPS technology team played a key role in developing 
reports, planning, organizing and conducting the site visit, 
Duke said. 

“We are deeply grateful for the many students, graduates/
alumni, staff and faculty members on campus and our extraordinary 
school district leaders and other community partners who 
enable us to continue to maintain our tradition of exceptional 
preparation of teachers and other school personnel. We are 
especially grateful to all of those who actively contributed to 
our recent reaccreditation site visit,” Machell said.  •

From left, Provost John Barthell, CEPS assistant dean Darla Fent, professor 
Larissa Boyd ’09/’11 , Emilee Bounds ’08/’10 , Haleigh Larkin Bounds ’15 and 

professor LaNita Harris

HOLIDAY LUNCHEON

CEPS’ holiday lunch included faculty, retired faculty, staff and 
friends of the college. The group met in December in the 
Virginia Lamb Room. Photos by Sydney Richardson

From left, professor emeritus Doug Sprung, CEPS dean James Machell, 
professor Terry Spigner ’86 and Barry Lofton

From left, John Barthell, professors Kristi Archuleta and Mark Maddy



Dana Chambers, BSEd ’99 (Health and Physical Education – 
Secondary Education), was presented the Honor Award at the 
88th Annual Oklahoma Association for Health, Physical  Education, 
Recreation, and Dance Convention in October. She is the action 
based learning coordinator for the Schools for Healthy Lifestyles, 
an Oklahoma nonprofit.

Tyrone Cole, Ph.D., BS ’69 (Education-Industrial Arts) and 
MEd ’75 (Educational Administration), was named Outstanding 
Instructor in Langston University’s graduate program during 
American Education Week. He is an adjunct professor in graduate 
programs on the Langston University-Oklahoma City campus. 

Karen Colwell, MS ’15 (Wellness Management – Exercise Sciences), 
received the E.C. Hall Graduate Scholar Award for 2015 from the 
UCO Jackson College of Graduate Studies. The award is given each 
year to the graduate student with the highest academic record. 

Cory Dauphin, BS ’14 (Industrial Safety), is one of Oklahoma City’s 
newest firefighters. He is part of Recruit Class 15-2 known as “The 
15-2 Wrecking Crew.” 

Elizabeth Ejtehadi, BSEd ’09 (Early Childhood Education), was 
first runner-up for Teacher of the Year in Oklahoma City Public 
Schools. She teaches third grade at Wilson Elementary School.

Jenifer Fuller BS ’12 (Family Life Education – Child Development) 
and MS ’15 (Family and Child Studies / Infant/Child Specialist), was 
named to the first-ever Young Professional Advisory Council by 
the National Association for the Education of Young Children. She 
teaches at Tulsa Community College.

Michael Hawkins, BS ’08 (Industrial Safety), was selected as one 
of the 2015 National Safety Council Rising Stars of Safety. He is 
an occupational safety and health specialist at the U.S. Air Force 
Academy in Colorado.

Tara Licastro, BSEd ’15 (Elementary Education), represented 
CEPS as the class marshal at UCO’s commencement ceremonies 
in December 2015. She is a fourth-grade math and science teacher 
in Yukon Public Schools.

Casey Logue, BS ’06 (Industrial Safety), was selected as one of the 
2015 National Safety Council Rising Stars of Safety. He is director 
of safety at Timberlake Construction in Oklahoma City.

Glenna Mears, BS ’79 (Health and Physical Education – Secondary 
Education), of Oklahoma City Public Schools, received an Honor 
Award at the 88th Annual Oklahoma Association for Health, Physical 
Education, Recreation, and Dance in October.

Joyce Ryel, MEd ’04 (Education – General Education), was featured 
on the cover of Well Servicing, The Voice of the Oil & Gas Service 
Industry magazine. She is the 2015-2016 president of the Association 
of Energy Services Companies, which is the premier trade association 
of the energy service industry. 

Greg Winters, Ph.D., MEd ’81 (School Administration – Secondary), 
has had a building named after him at Canadian Valley Technology 
Center. The building now is known as the Dr. Greg S. Winters 
District Administration Building in Canadian County, Oklahoma. 
Winters has been the center’s superintendent since 2008. •

ALUMNI NEWS

Accreditation Visit Proves Positive
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UCO Community Mourns Loss
of DR. KENNETH ELSNER, 1936-2016
Kenneth Elsner, Ph.D., dean of Central’s 
College of Education from 1987 to 
1998, died peacefully April 3, 2016, in 
Edmond, Oklahoma. 

Dr. Elsner, 80, was born Jan. 3, 1936 
in Slick, Oklahoma, and was reared in Weleetka, Oklahoma. He 
graduated from Pharoah High School in 1953, where he met his 
wife, Bonnie. They were married in 1955.

Dr. Elsner attended Oklahoma State University on a basketball 
scholarship then transferred to Oklahoma Baptist University where 
he was a member of the basketball and baseball teams. He earned a 
bachelor’s degree in 1957 from OBU, and a master’s in education and 
a doctorate in education, both from The University of Oklahoma.

Dr. Elsner’s career in education started at Butner Public 
Schools, in Cromwell, Oklahoma. During his tenure, he served 
as a teacher, coach, principal and superintendent.  He later 
worked for the Oklahoma State Department of Education. 

In 1971, he became an assistant superintendent of curriculum 
for Edmond Public Schools. 

In 1975, Dr. Elsner joined the Central faculty. In 1987, he was named 
dean of the College of Education and oversaw the planning and 
construction of the new education building. He retired in 1998. 

Dr. Elsner was past president of Phi Delta Kappa and the Oklahoma 
Association of Colleges for Teacher Education and the American 
Association of Colleges of Teacher Education. He served on the 
executive board of Oklahoma Curriculum Improvement. He was 
named Outstanding Dean by the Oklahoma Association of Health. 
He received a Service Award from the Oklahoma Educators Hall of 
Fame where he served on its board of directors. 

Dr. Elsner is preceded in death by his parents, Kenneth and Eva 
Elsner; his wife, Bonnie; and a son, Randy Elsner. He is survived by 
a brother, John Elsner and wife Nancy of Sugarland, Texas; a son, 
Russell Elsner, Edmond; a daughter, Robin Thomas, Edmond; and 
two granddaughters, Lindsey and Dana Thomas. •
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LaDonna Atkins, Ed.D., MEd ’94 (Early Childhood Education), 
received the 2015 Distinguished Service Award from the Early 
Childhood Association of Oklahoma. She is a professor in the 
UCO Department of Human Environmental Sciences.

Several UCO faculty members were recognized at the Health, Physical 
Education, Recreation, and Dance Convention in October. They 
were Stephanie Canada-Phillips, who received the President’s Award 
and Presidential Citations’ honor; Sunshine Cowan, Ph.D., Betty 
Abercrombie Scholar Award; and Debra Traywick, Ed.D., 
Virginia Peters Higher Education Professional of the Year. 

Lori Beasley, Ed.D., MS ’81 (Community College Education), 
has returned to a full-time status as a professor in the Department 
of Human Environmental Sciences focusing on family and child 
development. She served as Central’s assistant vice president for 
academic affairs from 2007 to 2015.

Brandon Burr, Ph.D., an assistant professor in the UCO Depart-
ment of Human Environmental Sciences, was named Emerging 
Scholar for 2015 for the Family and Consumer Science Research 
Journal. He will receive the award in June at the American 
Association of Family and Consumer Sciences conference in 
Bellevue, Washington. 

Bryan Duke, Ph.D., BAEd ’91 (English Education) and MEd ’95 
(School Administration – Secondary), has been named a Fellow 
of the DaVinci Institute for 2016. He was recognized at a ceremony 
April 1 at the DaVinci Institute Honors and Awards Ceremony at 
the Oklahoma History Center. He is assistant dean and professor 
in CEPS.

Caitlin Jones joined Central’s Department of Curriculum and 
Instruction as an administrative assistant in September. Prior to 
UCO, she was employed by the Metropolitan Library System in 
Oklahoma County. She earned a bachelor’s degree in English 
from The University of Oklahoma. 

Lorene A. Roberson accepted the position of communications 
and public relations coordinator for CEPS in August. Her career in 
higher education has included stints as a communications officer 
at several universities, as well as a faculty member in strategic 
communications. Prior to an academic career, she worked for 
newspapers in Oklahoma, Texas, Ohio, Tennessee and Florida. 
She earned a bachelor’s degree in journalism from Oklahoma 
State University and a master’s in mass communication from the 
University of South Florida. 

Michelle Robertson, BSEd ’97 (Elementary Education), is a new 
lecturer in the Donna Nigh Department of Advanced Professional 
and Special Services. She currently teaches library media classes. 
From 1999 to 2004, she taught first grade at Roosevelt Elementary 
School, a Title I school in Tulsa. From 2004 to 2016, she served 
as a school library media specialist in Tulsa Public Schools. She 
is a National Board Certified Teacher. She holds a bachelor’s 
degree in political science from Oklahoma State University; and a 
master’s in library and information sciences from The University of 
Oklahoma. Currently, she is working on a doctorate in technology 
in education at OSU. 

Kyle Suchy, BBA ’03 (Human Resources Management) and 
MEd ’10 (Adult Education – Training), was named the president-
elect of the Central Oklahoma Chapter of the Association for 
Talent Development. He is the CEPS information specialist 
and webmaster.

CEPS published two volumes of “A History of the College of 
Education and Professional Studies.” Volume 2 was released in 
December 2015 as part of the university’s UCO@125 anniversary 
celebration. The book’s editorial board released 50 copies of 
both volumes to outside repositories such as the Oklahoma Historical 
Society, Library of Congress, Oklahoma Education Association, 
and university and college libraries. To read the books, visit 
www.uco.edu/ceps

UCO has been named one of the top alma maters in the nation 
of National Board Certified Teachers, considered the highest 
credential in the K-12 teaching profession. UCO is one of 50 
universities on the prestigious list, according to the Office of 
Educational Quality and Accountability in Oklahoma City. 

The Oklahoma State Department of Education awarded a 
$300,000 grant to Good Shepherd Catholic School at Mercy, an 
Oklahoma City-based school for children with autism that serves 
as a UCO model and demonstration site using students in the 
Board Certified Behavior Analysis program. The grant allows 
UCO faculty and students and Good Shepherd staff to provide 
training and coaching for educators, administrators and parents 
at designated rural and urban schools in Oklahoma. 

The UCO Department of Psychology soon will have a new home 
in the historic Old North building. Faculty and staff are expected 
to relocate in August 2016. •
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The UCO College of Education and Professional 
Studies’ philosophy is simple: We are a learning 
community composed of caring professionals 
committed to empowering individuals so they may 
be knowledgeable, creative and ethical as they 
contribute to the dynamic global society. We serve 
nearly 5,000 declared majors in seven academic 
departments with 96 full-time faculty. If you come 
into our offices or meet us on campus or in the 
community, you’ll discover that we are a friendly 
group of people who are eager to support our 
students, alumni and friends. 

OFFICE OF THE DEAN
EDU 213, BOX 106
EDMOND, OK 73034
405-974-5405
WWW.UCO.EDU/CEPS

CONNECT
to the College of Education and Professional Studies

DEPARTMENT CHAIRS
Cheryl Evans, Ed.D.
Donna Nigh Department of Advanced 
Professional and Special Services

Mark Hamlin, Ph.D.
Department of Psychology

Mike Nelson, Ph.D.
Department of Educational Sciences, 
Foundations and Research

Kaye Sears, Ed.D.
Department of Human Environmental 
Sciences

Candy Sebert, Ed.D.
Department of Adult Education and 
Safety Sciences

Paulette Shreck, Ph.D.
Department of Curriculum and 
Instruction

Debra Traywick, Ed.D.
Department of Kinesiology and 
Health Studies

DEAN
James Machell Jr., Ph.D.

ASSOCIATE DEAN
Donna Cobb, Ed.D.

ASSISTANT DEANS
Bryan Duke, Ph.D.
Darla Fent, Ed.D.

FROM LEFT, BRYAN DUKE, DONNA COBB, DARLA FENT 
AND JAMES MACHELL. Photo by UCO Photo Services
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